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From:

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

17 June 2005

peor NN

I have just received your letter dated 15 June 2005.
You will know our policy on UFOs from previous correspondence.

Your comments have been noted and your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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reor: NN
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5t Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

27 April 2005

Thank you for your letter dated 22 April 2005.

As previously stated the MOD’s only purpose in looking at reports of UFOs is to establish the
presence of a matter that might be of defence concern, such as unauthorised aircraft in UK
airspace. UK airspace is continually policed to ensure that no such aircraft enters our airspace.

The MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of ‘UFO/flying saucer’ matters to the
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally
open-minded. I should add that to date, the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the
existence of these alleged phenomena. The MOD does not police space stations. Hence, it knows
not, of any alien craft being involved in any activity to do with a space station.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received no other reports of
“UFO’ sightings for the 22 April 2005 from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied that there is no
corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by
anauthorised aircraft.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From: NN

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5™ Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

11 February 2005

—

Thank you for your letter dated 3 February 2005.

As stated in my previous letters, you will know our policy on ‘UFO’s. As I mentioned before, the
MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of ‘UFO/flying saucer’ matters.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received no other reports of
‘UFO’ sightings for 2 February 2005 from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied that there is no
corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by
unauthorised aircraft.

Your comments have been noted and your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From: [N

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London S
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

28 January 2005

Dear

I have just received your letter dated 18 January 2005.

I am not questioning the fact that you have witnessed UFQ’s, it’s simply that the MOD has no
expertise or role, in respect of the possibility of life on other planets. We remain open-minded, but
to date we know of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena.

The integrity of the UK’s airspace in peacetime is maintained through continuous surveillance of
the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air Force. This is achieved by using a combination of civil
and military radar installations, which provide a continuous real-time “picture” of the UK
airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Defence Region would be handled in the light of the particular
circumstances at the time (it might if deemed appropriate, involve the scrambling or diversion of
air defence aircraft). Only a handful of reports in recent years have warranted further investigation
and none revealed any evidence of a threat.

As to the mentioning of Nazi/War trials, this department does not have any responsibility for these
different matters and thus can’t comment on them.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From JN

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

13 January 2005

Dear

I have just received your letter dated 4 January 2005.
As stated in my previous letters, you will know the MOD’s policy on ‘UFO’s.

You mentioned about not receiving a reply for your last letter, which was dated 1 December 2004,
reporting the ‘UFO’ you sighted on the 26 November 2004. I can confirm, that I did reply to you
about that particular sighting on the 8 December 2004, and that the letter was sent out to you on
the same day. I have enclosed a copy of that letter for your information.

With regard to your particular observation of the UFO that you have reported seeing over the
outskirts of Wellingborough, I can confirm that we received no other reports of ‘UFO’ sightings
for the 27 December 2004 from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied there is no corroborating
evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aircraft.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely




Xo:(o,\'i\m\g i Jande.
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From: NN N

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

8 December 2004

pear SN

I have just received your letter dated 1 December 2004.

As stated in my previous letters, you will know our policy on ‘UFO’s.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received one other report of a
‘UFO’ sighting for 26 November 2004, and that was in Ayrshire in Scotland, 9pm, later in the
evening. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to suggest that the United

Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aircraft.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely







From;
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/&;&I \S
Date:

13 January 2005

I have just received your letter dated 4 January 2005.

As stated in my previous letters, you will know the MOD’s policy on ‘UFO’s.

You mentioned about not receiving a reply for your last letter, which was dated 1 December 2004,
reporting the ‘UFO’ you sighted on the 26 November 2004. I can confirm, that I did reply to you
about that particular sighting on the 8 December 2004, and that the letter was sent out to you on
the same day. I have enclosed a copy of that letter for your information.

With regard to your particular observation of the UFO that you have reported seeing over the
outskirts of Wellingborough, I can confirm that we received no other reports of ‘UFO’ sightings
for the 27 December 2004 from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied there is no corroborating
evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aircraft.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From: [N l -
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 1 A4
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE N \\N
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB \ = /
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

8 December 2004

e

e D

I have just received your letter dated 1 December 2004.

As stated in my previous letters, you will know our policy on ‘UFQ’s.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received one other report of a
‘UFO’ sighting for 26 November 2004, and that was in Ayrshire in Scotland, 9pm, later in the
evening. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to suggest that the United
Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aircraft.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely




il el d

' S
102Ne. bA
13 JAN 2005

| prordas] Erene  on e ovi Clads)
> ACAYT re ccon e Ll s prot 2 oo r
e Q%A)f He ik /mhm 7 JW( bo UFo. s At S
( f;/v”(' o gt (&&w/‘b‘v‘f cg Wf/ o/wu«; g) ctisss
foloeaydr o [ ghf act % T W Jura  fod fe e
o oo Bk ) lsst  po torefodie o Joo desk Sants

i
T v

Dude. 2 [t



\:f Guernsey
Achieverment

*The Board of Industry Award
for Achievement 2001

The Guernsey Post Office Award
for Exporter of the Year 2001 & 2002

The Cable & Wireless Award

42471 for Innovation in Business 2002

January 2005

Dea ’v
- The Healths an January Sale

May I first of all take this opportunity to wish you a very healthy and happy 2005. Please al?o\gccept this new
Healthspan SALE magazine Wlthxili;omphments We'te sending it out to all our loyal customégg to make sure
that you get the first chance to take\advantage of our acrgss-the-board price cuts. This new year, we have cut the
ng this the best ev&r SALE! There's therefore never been a better time to
adv1ce of our experts and try somethmg new.

SAVE an extra £1.00 when you buy onlme
If you are an internet shopper, the,,h you can make even greater savings by buying at our secure online shop, at
www.healthspan.co.uk. It's quick gnd easy to use and is packed with all kinds of i 1nterest1ng information and
nutritional advice. What's more, because it’s a very efficient ordering method, we are passing on our savings to
our customers in the form of an exiga £1.00 discount when you spend £18 or more: All you have to do, is enter
the code shown in the yellow lozengesn _the back page of this magazine into the space on the internet order form.

prices of over 50 of our products,
stock up on your favourite supplements or indeed to take

With Chrisgmas over, most of us start thinking abouttthe year ahead and what it holds in store for us. [ believe that
one of the to success and happiness is to set oursalves ‘realistic’ achievable goals. For example, if you make
only one dietary new year's resolution this year, my adyice is to start taking omega 3 fish oils every day for the sake
of your heart, joifits-and general good health. The ultlmate objective of a resolutlon must after all be to improve the
overall quality of our li -

It's the same when it comes to choosing where to buy your supplements. ;Quality must be at the very top of your
priorities. It's why, at Healthspan, all our products are made in government-licensed premises operating to the most
exacting pharmaceutical standards known as GMP this is your quality éua;ggggg_ There are quite simply no better

o

products than Healthspan's on“the market! \\
So, once again, may I thank you for\Q\oosmg to buy your supplements from us. Please be assured|we value your
custom and will continue to strive to provide you with the highest quality at the lowest prices that you will find

anywhere in the UK. ;

Yours sincerely

pWU

Derek Coates, Managing Director

KIR084B

healthspan.
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From: 3?

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Informatio %M@"'

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5™ Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
{Swiichboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

8 December 2004

pear I

I have just received your letter dated 1 December 2004.

As stated in my previous letters, you will know our policy on ‘UFQO’s.

With regard to your p%rtlcular observation, I can confirm that we recelved one other report of
a‘UFO’ sighting for 26 November 2004, and that was in Ayrshire in Scotland 9pm, later in the

evening, We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to suggest that the United

Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aircraft.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely




AR s

DP 12117328 7GB




; KJM wo*/‘ Lares ffi




. me;m4m_w_'mwm S —

e -»~——~—~~~'W;;;gg,_ | ' o i

,,,,,, H
""" :

T Plelz

.8 A
Hon Leosd 2ol 94




%
3
T
iit
s
i

R/
00
o

XK
!
¢







The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and
Families Association - Forces Help
www.ssafa.org.uk

Branch Office

6} TA Centre
Clare Street
NORTHAMPTON

NN1 3JQ

01604 - 603899

November 2004

Dear

Further to your letter t
operation and will not be able to unde

regret he has recently undergone a serious
s duties in the foreseeable future.

May I suggest you contact your local Royal British Legion branch - they may be able to put
you in touch with one of their representatives who may be able to help you.

Yours sincerely

County Secretary
Patron
HM The Queen
President of the Council
The national charity helping serving and HRH Prince Michael of Kent GCVO
ex-Service men, women and their families, in need Chairman

Registered Charity No. 210760. Est 1885 Lieutenant General Sir Robin Ross KCB OBE




From: [N

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ~
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)
Fax
e-mail

Your Reference

Our Reference
D/DAS/64/3/15

Date
3 November 2004

peor [N

I am writing concerning your letter of 30™ October addressed to my colleague_
I must clarify our position with regard to our replies to your letters.

This Department is the focal point within the MOD for correspondence regarding ‘unidentified
flying objects’ and we have answered all of your previous letters about these matters. Recently
however, you have started to write to us about issues for which the Directorate of Air Staff has no
responsibility or expertise. Your latest letter, for example, included correspondence with the
Veterans Agency about a war pension appeal. In this case, you are clearly corresponding with the
correct area of the MOD about this issue and members of this Directorate are not able to comment
or help you. Both|Jjlfand 1 have explained this to you and there is, therefore, no useful
purpose in continuing to send us such material. In the future we will only reply to letters which
directly concern our own particular area of UFOs.

Yours sincerely,
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

27 October 2004

Deo S

I have received your last letter dated 22 October 2004 and your newspaper articles. As to our last
acknowledgement, my collegue- replied to you on the 19™ October.

Some of the issues you mention, as in some of your previous letters, this office does not have any
responsibility for these different matters and thus can’t comment on them.

Your comments have been noted and your letter and articles have been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely




[
\QB‘Q/

'THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE PA/2/97
QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISION PA/5/96
(CROWN OFFICE LIST) PA/8/96

Royal Courts of Justice

Strand

London WC2

Friday. 17 October 1997

Before:

MR JUSTICE ALLIOTT

IN THE MATTER OF S 6 OF THE PENSIONS APPEAL TRIBUNALS ACT 1943 BETWEEN

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SOCIAL SECURITY

Appellant
-and- '

CYRIL JAMES BENNETT (PA/8/96)

Respondent

MR S KOVATS (Instructed by the Solicitor to the Departments of Health and Social Security)
appeared on behalf of the Applicant.

MR R METHUEN QC (Instructed by Messrs Vizards, London WC1R 4LL) appeared behalf of the
Respondents. :

JUDGMENT

MR JUSTICE ALLIOTT:

Cyril James Bennett

The Secretary of State appeals with my leave against the decision of a Pension Appeals
Tribunal that the respondent Mr Bennett suffered from a back injury attributable to his service.
Mr Bennett served in the Royal Army Service Corps from 8 January 1942 to
22 December 1946, when he was released in accordance with the provisions of Class A.
According to the records, he went to Normandy a few days after D-Day and served in
Northwest Europe until 9 February 1945. He subsequently served in Norway from
27 May 1945 to 29 August 1945.




»

Agﬂ/

In April 1993, the appellant claimed pension for injuries to the base of the spine which
he said he had sustained at Arromanches, France, when the base of his spine was caught by
the secure bolt on the back of a field ambulance. The respondent's claim was rejected under
the labels "back injury" and "lumbar spondylosis”. The respondent appealed against this
rejection and his appeal was heard by the Pensions Appeal Tribunal sitting at Exeter on
21 March 1996. The tribunal found that the back injury in 1944 was attributable to service,
but disallowed the appeal in respect of lumbar spondylosis, which they found to be neither
attributable to nor aggravated by service.

Mr Bennett was perhaps a lucky man. At paragraph 4 of his skeleton, Mr Kovats sets out
matter which might have, had the Secretary of State been represented, given rise to telling cross-
examination. Mr Kovats points to the fact that there was no contemporary official record of the
incident; that when the respondent was medically examined on 26 September 1946 no back injury
was recorded; that when the respondent was medically examined in July 1952 he said he had not
suffered from any defect, disability or injury relevant to the present case, and no such abnormality
was recorded by the examining doctor; that the general practitioner had said that after the war he
said he had sustained a lumbar back injury and that he had worked as a coalman and in baking
and catering and as a publican; and finally that the respondent did not consult a doctor about his
back until sometime in the 1970s. He also pointed to some discrepancies in the account given by
Mr Bennett of his injury.

But at the end of the day, the tribunal found firmly in Mr Bennett's favour. They held:

"The Appellant confirmed the circumstances when his back was struck by the door of a K2
ambulance. The Tribunal accept his evidence and find as a matter of fact that it did occur as
stated by the Appellant The Tribunal...find that the back injury 1944 is attributable to
service."

Mr Kovats argues that the tribunal did not find the disablement occurred as Mr Bennett
contended. | do not construe their findings in that way. The mere fact that | might have found
differently on the facts does not entitle me to say their decision was against the weight of the
evidence or Wednesbury unreasonable. | conclude therefore that the tribunal arnved at a decision
open to it and that it adequately indicated its reasons for so domg

This appeal is therefore dismissed.




No. CO/2281/90

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION

DIVISIONAL COURT
CROWN OFFICE LIST

Royal Courts of Justice
Friday, 10™ July 1992

Before:

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN

and

MR JUSTICE PILL

THE QUEEN
V.

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY
EX PARTE JOHN HENRY EDWARDS

(Computer Aided Transcript of the Stenograph Notes of Marten Walsh Cherer Limited,
Midway House, 27-29 Cursitor Street, London EC4A 1LT. Telephone Number
071 405 5010. Shorthand Writers to the Court)

MR R. DRABBLE (instructed by Messrs Robert Leach Palmer & Co., Fleetwood)
appeared on behalf of the Applicant

MR R. JAY (instructed by the Solicitor to the Department of Social Security) appeared on
behalf of the Respondent

JUDGEMENT

(As approved by Judge)

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN: This is an application for judicial review of a decision of
the Secretary of State for the Department of Social Security brought with the leave. of
MacPherson J. The decision in question was one of 31 July 1990 refusing to backdate
the applicant’s claim to a war pension to before 1% February 1980. The relief sought in
the notice of application is (1) an order of certiorari to quash the decision of
31% July 1990 and (2) an order of mandamus for the claim to be backdated to 11™ Apuril
1957.

Subsequently, by a further decision dated 29" January 1991, the Secretary of
State accepted that the first decision was flawed and expressed willingness to consent
to an order of certiorari to quash it but adhered to his refusal to backdate the applicant’s
claim to a war pension to before 1% February 1980. It follows that he continued to resist
the application for an order of mandamus for the claim to be backdated to
11" April 1957.
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In the course of the hearing, Mr Drabble, appearing for the applicant, sought
leave to amend to add to the decision in respect of which relief is sought “the further
decision of the Secretary of State contained in a letter dated 29™ January 1991” and to
add to the relief claimed “a declaration that the revised decision of the Secretary of State
contained in the letter of 29" January 1991 is flawed by error of law in that no
reasonable Secretary of State could have held that if Mr Edwards had asked for the
1957 decision on his claim to be reviewed at any time before 1980, any decision to
reject it would have been reasonable in the light of medical opinion at the time. In cases
such as Mr Edwards's, a reasonable doubt existed in 1957.”

Mr Drabble explained his application by saying that he accepted that the
Secretary of State has a broad discretion whether to backdate at all, and hence that the
court could not order him to do so at any particular date. However, in this case, the
Secretary of State’s reasoning in his replacement letter was as flawed as in his first. For
those two reasons a declaration in the terms sought was appropriate.

Mr Jay for the Secretary of State raised no objection to the amendment though
making it clear that if the court were to hold that a declaration of any sort should be
made, he would argue agalnst the terms sought by Mr Drabble and, in particular, the last

sentence. On that basis the court gave leave to amend in the terms sought.

The applicant was born on 17" July 1916 and is therefore now 75. He served in
the forces from June 1940 to June 1946 and, during that time, spent some 19 months in
France and Germany, beginning in June 1944, shortly after D-Day. On 29" August 1954
he was admitted to Whittingham Hospital in Preston and stayed there until 1976,
receiving psychlatrlc treatment.

On 11" April 1957 his wife claimed a war pension on his behalf, alleging that the
schizophrenia from which he suffers was attributable to his war service. His claim was

“rejected on 2™ June 1957 on the medical evidence then available and was not

appealed.

His case notes from Wh|tt|ngham Hospital, which were put before the Ministry in
1957, have been relied on before the court. The history of his mental iliness, which was
recorded on his admission, shows his wife saying then that his mental illness
commenced in about August 1946. Asked how it first showed itself, she replied: “By a
series of crying and sobbing like a child, also going very religious, this went on for quite
a period.” She said that the attack did not follow any fever or illness. In answer to the
question, “What do you consider was the cause?” she replied, “Reaction to war service.”
The medical diagnosis on admission was “schizophrenic reaction” but what to was not
identified.

Mrs Edwards is recorded as making this further statement at that time: “Shortly
after my husband was released from the army, he complained of feeling ill and, despite
his doctor’s attention, he did not get better. He began imagining that he was suffering
from cancer and other serious diseases. He refused to talk or listen to anything
connected with the war. He gave the impression that he was afraid of being arrested for
some imagined crime, probably connected with his war service. His condition worsened
until 1954 when he was admitted to Whittingham Hospital.”

On 19™ July 1987 his wife made a further claim on his behalf for a war pension.
Once again the claim was rejected on the ground that his schizophrenia was not
attributable to war service. She appealed to the Pension Appeal Tribunal and gave
these reasons on her husband’s behalf: “My first breakdown was shortly after discharge
from the army, and | had never had any previous history of mental illness. The doctor at
the time said that stress during the war had caused his illness. Whilst | was serving in
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers | was offered the rank of Lance Corporal but | turned this down
because | could not cope with the extra stress placed on me. | could never hold down a
job after discharge and eventually | was admitted to Whittingham Hospital where |
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remained for 20 years. | feel that | should be recompensed for all my ililness which was
caused by war service.”

However, on further consideration the Department conceded that his iliness was
attributable to war service. At that stage the Department’s attitude was that the pension
would only be paid from 19" July 1987, being the date of the second claim. Later,
however, the Department stated that it would pay arrears from 1% February 1980.

At this point it is appropriate to have regard to the relevant provisions of The
Naval, Military and Air Forces Etc. (Disablement and Death) Service Pensions Order
1983. Article 4 of that order deals with the situation where a claim is made in respect of
a disablement “not later than 7 years after the termination of the service of a member of
the armed forces”. In those circumstances Article 4(2) provides:

“Subject to the following provisions of this article, in no case shall there be an
onus on any claimant under this article to prove the fulfilment of the conditions set
out in paragraph (1) and the benefit of any reasonable doubt shall be given to the
claimant.”

| pass to Article 5(1) which reads:

“Where, after the expiration of the period of 7 years beginning with the
termination of the service of a member of the armed forces, a claim is made in
respect of a disablement of that member, or in respect of the death of that
member (being a death occurring after the expiration of the said period), such
disablement or death, as the case may be, shall be accepted as due to service
for the purposes of this Order provided it is certified that ~

(a) the disablement is due to an injury which —
(i) is attributable to service after 2™ September 1939 .....”
| pass to Article 5(4) which reads:
“Where, upon reliable evidence, a reasonable doubt exists whether the conditions
set out in paragraph (1) are fulfilled, the benefit of that reasonable doubt shall be

given to the claimant.”

In Schedule 3, which deals with commencing dates of awards of pension,
paragraph 1 reads:

“Except in so far as the Secretary of State may otherwise direct with respect to
any particular case or class of case, payment of a pension in respect of
disablement or as the case may be death, including payment of an increase in
the rate of pension on account of an increased assessment of the degree of
disablement, shall not be made in respect of any period preceding ......

(b) (iii) the date of the claim to pension”.
In this case that date was 19" July 1987.
Mr Drabble accepts that the present is a case where Article 5(4) applies and

hence that there is a burden on the applicant to produce reliable evidence. He
concedes further that the Secretary of State has a discretion whether to backdate. This
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in turn led him to concede, as | have indicated, that declaratory rellef rather than an
order of mandamus would be appropriate.

Mr Drabble referred us to Dickinson v. The Minister of Pensions 5 War Pension
Appeal Reports 211. The claim there fell to be considered under the provisions of the
Pensions Warrant of 1949, but for relevant purposes it was in the same terms as the
order now applicable. Ormerod J, in giving judgement, said at page 242:

“In Article 5 no exception is made, and there is no provision that there shall be no
onus of proof upon the Claimant. Therefore, on the face of it, it must, | think,
follow that the Claimant, in order to succeed, must satisfy the Court or the
Tribunal (whichever body has to decide the matter) that the conditions which
entitle him to an award have been satisfied.”

Lower down the page he continued:

“| agree with Mr McQuown that the wording of that paragraph is probably
unfortunate, but | am satisfied that the intention of the paragraph is that it is the
duty of the claimant to produce reliable evidence, to establish his claim, but if
(after hearing and considering that reliable evidence and making a comparison
between such evidence and other evidence which is called on behalf of the
Ministry to contradict or to controvert it) the Tribunal has a reasonable doubt, then
under those circumstances the plain meaning of that paragraph of the Article is
that the benefit of that doubt shall be given to the Claimant.”

Mr Drabble also relied on a decision of Drake J in Westcott v. Secretary of State
for Social Services (11™ December 1987) of which we were provided with a transcript.

. Drake J began his judgement by saying:

“In this case the appellant claims a pension on the grounds that he suffers from
osteoarthritis of (1) the knees and (2) the lumbosacral spine attributable to
service. He says it had its origin in a heavy fall which he sustained while testing
a parachute in Norway while serving in the 1% airborne Division, the fall taking
place in 1945 shortly after the end of the war.” ‘

Drake J went on to say that the surgeon in question had given his report in which
he said:

. it is absolutely impossible to give a firm indication as to whether
Mr Westcott would not have suffered arthritis had he not had his accident during
the war, and in my view, he should be given the benefit of the doubt in this case™.
Drake J commented:

“I read that as a clear answer to the question posed by the DHSS. The answer
is: ‘Yes, Mr Westcott’s orthopaedic pathology involving the knees and spine
could be related to heavy parachute landings’."

it seems that the DHSS then asked for a report from their own medical division.

The report set out other considerations which, in the view of those giving the report,
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pointed very strongly indeed to the conclusion that Mr Westcott's condition was not
related to any parachute landing and was in fact primary osteoarthritis. At page 4 at A,

Drake J said:

“...... the Tribunal did not find that Mr Westcott did not have the fall as he
described.

What it then did was to accept and agree with the opinions of the medical
services division and say ‘We are satisfied that Mr Westcott had generalised
osteoarthritis.” They therefore concluded, basing themselves firmly on that
decision, that the claimed conditions are not attributable to service. In reaching
their decision the Tribunal, with that evidence, had a great deal of evidence which
pointed — and I-would say pointed strongly — against the appellant’s claim that his
osteoarthritis was attributable to the parachute fall. But there was also some
evidence which did support his claim. The Tribunal could of course have made a
finding that they expressly rejected the consultant orthopaedic surgeon’s opinion
as being without any foundation, a wrong opinion that no reasonable specialist
could have reached. They did not make that finding and it is not surprising: they
had no reason to do so.

In my judgement, there was therefore on the evidence before them, just as there
was before the medical services department in their opinion, evidence which did
raise a reasonable doubt in the appellant’s favour. There was simply no material
on which the Tribunal could find, as they did, that the evidence did not raise any
reasonable doubt in favour of the appellant.

| have had regard to a decision which | have been referred to: Cadney v. Minister
of Pensions and National Insurance Volume 5, War Pensions Appeal Reports,
687, in which the nominated judge (then Mr Justice Edmund Davies) held that it
is entirely a matter for the Tribunal to decide whether the evidence placed before
it is reliable or whether the evidence, being reliable, is such as to create such a
reasonable doubt as falls within Article 5, and it is not for the nominated judge to
re-open these questions.”

| take up the judgement again at page 5 at E:

“As | have indicated, the evidence in this case, on a balance of probabilities,
points against the appellant’s claim. It may be that many would therefore
consider this appellant to be fortunate to be entitled to a pension in all of the
circumstances of this case. But it is not a case of being sympathetic and saying
that he is fortunate: he is entitled to rely on the law as it stands, which does
weight matters heavily in his favour. For the reasons | have given | hold that this
appeal succeeds.”

| look next at the decision letter of 31% July 1990 which is impugned in the

proceedings. In that letter, among other things, this is said at paragraph 5:
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“It is a fundamental principle of the War Pensions Scheme that for an award to be
made there must, at the very least, be a reasonable doubt that the cause of
disablement in any particular case could be due to service. In the case of
schizophrenia, there was, before 1980, no medical doubt that the condition was
genetically determined and could not therefore be atiributable to service. The
Secretary of State was therefore satisfied that all rejections before February 1980
were correct in the light of medical knowledge at that time. Consequently in
cases such as Mr Edwards, where the ‘additional evidence’ supporting the
application (under section 6(2a) of the PAT Act) arises from a change in medical
opinion concerning the aetiology of the condition in question, the Secretary of
State does not consider it reasonable to award a pension for any period before
the date of that change.

All cases reviewed in the light of the change in medical opinion are treated the
same. Pensioners, therefore, receive the benefit of any reasonable doubt about
the possibility of the condition being attributable to service, from the earliest
possible date the doubt could have arisen. It appears to the Secretary of State
that is a perfectly fair and reasonable outcome.”

Mr Jay concedes that this letter could be said to be in error in two respects: (1)
the sentence “there was, before 1980, no medical doubt that the condition was
genetically determined and could not therefore be atiributable to service” puts the matter
too high: (2) the suggestion that the Secretary of State had no discretion to go back

before 1% February 1980 may have amounted to a fettering of his discretion.

However, said Mr Jay, none of these errors is to be found in the Secretary of
State’s replacement decision letter of 29" January 1991. It is necessary for me to read

several passages in this letter. In the second paragraph it is stated:

“The administrators on behalf of the Secretary of State concede that there is
doubt as to whether his discretionary:-power contained in Schedule 3 to The Naval,
Military and Air Forces etc (Disablement and Death) Service Pensions Order 1983
(SPO) were exercised correctly. The letters of 30™ May and 26™ June 1990 from the
Department to Keith Mans MP contained inaccuracies regarding the Secretary of State’s
discretionary powers. There is doubt as to whether the decision contained in our letter
of 31% July to yourselves (to backdate to 1** February 1980) was correctly reached. In
the circumstances the Secretary of State is prepared to consent to an order of certiorari
to quash the decision of 31% July 1990.

The Secretary of State has looked at Mr Edwards’ case again and has decided
not to backdate Mr Edwards’ pension to 1957, or for any period prior to
1% February 1980.
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The reason why Mr Edwards was awarded a pension for schizophrenia when his
earlier claim for the condition (previously notified as psychosis) had been
rejected, was due to a shift in medical opinion about the relationship between
stress and the precipitation of schizophrenia in a vulnerable person. The
Secretary of State has noted the reasons given by his medical advisers for this
shift in opinion and also their reasons for adopting 1* February 1980 as being the
date of ‘change in medical opinion’. The Secretary of State therefore is satisfied
that if Mr Edwards had asked for the 1957 decision on his claim to be reviewed at
any time before 1% February 1980, any decision to reject it, would have been
reasonable in the light of medical opinion at the time ...

Thus, when there is a change in the interpretation of the law or in medical
opinion, which enables the Secretary of State to award a pension in a case where
a previous claim for the same disablement had been rejected, the Secretary of
State, as a general policy, exercises his discretionary powers under Schedule 3
of the SPO to backdate all such claims to the date of change in the interpretation
of the law, or in the change of medical opinion as determined by his medical
advisers, as the case may be. There is thus a common date of award for all
similar cases, which ensures that they are all treated equitably.

The Secretary of State has also considered whether there are any circumstances
known to him that would justify him using his discretionary powers to depart from
his general policy to award pension from any date earlier than 1% February 1980,
but has concluded that there are not. In particular he has considered the fact that
Mr Edwards was hospitalised for some 23 years and has taken into account the
circumstances of his discharge from hospital in 1976. He has, however,
concluded that these factors do not constitute any circumstances which would
justify him exercising his discretionary powers to any greater extent than he has
already done in backdating Mr Edwards’ pension to 1* February 1980.”

In the penultimate paragraph of the letter, the writer said: -

“In the circumstances therefore the Secretary of State is not prepared to consent
to an order of mandamus for Mr Edwards’ claim to be backdated to
11" April 1957, but consents to an order for certiorari to quash the decision of
31% July 1990."

The respondent relies on an affidavit sworn by Mr David Bodfield Smith on
30" July 1991. In it he says that he is a Principal employed by the Department of Social
Security and is responsible for policy and administrative matters relating to War
Pensions. He says in paragraph 4 of the affidavit:

“The Secretary of State has formulated a policy whereby when a claim is

rejected, but subsequently reviewed, and an award favourable to-the claimant is

made because of a change in medical opinion, then providing the original

decision to reject was reasonable at the time it was made, the Secretary of State

does not consider it unreasonable not to pay pension for any period before the
date of change in medical opinion. | understand from the Department’s . Medical
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Advisors and respectfully refer to the medical report prepared by Dr Thompson a
copy of which is exhibited hereto and marked ‘DBS1’ that the year 1980 was
chosen as the date when medical opinion on the relationship between stress and
the precipitation of schizophrenia had changed.”

Dr Thompson, to whom he refers, is a senior medical officer in the medical
branch of the Department of Social Security. In his exhibited report he says, among

other things:

“Medical Branch accepts that present day thinking is that the illness called

schizophrenia is not a single condition but is of different types, and of

multifactorial origin, and in some cases certain aetiological factors such as

genetic make up are more important than in others where genetic origins are not
~ traced, but other causal factors such as possible birth trauma etc. are important.

There is described a Type 1 in which genetic factors seem to be important and a
Type 2 of more insidious onset where genetic factors are not so significant. It
seems generally agreed that stressful life events often provoke the disorder ......

Life stresses have often been put forward as precipitant of schizophrenia, but few
satisfactory studies have been carried out. In one of the most convincing studies,
Brown and Birley (1968) used a standardised procedure to collect information
from 50 patients ...... (my comment: a small number by research standards, and
it could be argued that this number is not statistically significant) ...... ?

Later he went on to pose this question:
“What then is the change in medical opinion?

Genetic factors as causal are common to both 1957 and today. The only opinion
that has changed is that now we believe that ordinary life events, now thought to
be every day experiences such as changing jobs, getting married, moving house,
joining or leaving the services etc., may represent sufficient severity of stress to
precipitate symptoms of schizophrenia. In 1957 and before it was held that the
precipitating stress had to be severe, for example to quote W. Mayer-Gross’s
textbook of Clinical Psychiatry, 1955 Edition, pages 228-229, ‘death of close
relative or friend, professional failure, extreme mental and physical exhaustion, a
-threat to life’ etc., and that stress had to be in close time relationship to the onset
of symptoms if it were to be regarded as influential. No other causal factors have
been confirmed although other causal factors have been proposed and
investigated.

On what date did these changes occur?

As in most scientific change of thinking there is no single positive date that can
be given. From the evidence of the Oxford Textbook of Psychiatry quoted ......
above it would seem that the first scientifically accepted paper proposing the
present thinking regarding the severity of stress required was in 1968 (Brown and
Birley). | have pointed out, however, that this series was small, and like any new
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thinking would require testing by the scientific Medical body and confirmation by
other workers before it could be said that it would be accepted as ‘consensus’
medical thinking. The ‘few satisfactory studies’ carried out were those in 1974
(Jacobs), 1976 (Jacobs and Myers) and 1978.(Paykel).. . .

Thus it can only be repeated that medical opinion on this subject changed, not on
any certain date, but over a decade from at earliest 1968 to confirmation by other
authoritative workers in 1974, 1976 and 1978. One can say, therefore, that it
would be by about 1980 that this series of scientific papers would come to be
acceptable as the generally held view of medical practitioners, and of sufficient
strength to merit the Department accepting that the consensus had changed.

The Department Medical Branch were considering all the psychiatric appendices
in the mid 1980s and when the question of schizophrenia was discussed the
change in opinion was observed. As a result it was considered that 1980 was a
reasonable date to suggest that the consensus had changed ......

In the case of Edwards, it seems that he served as a driver and did not report
symptoms during service that could have been recognised in 1957 as due to
schizophrenia. No history was obtained in 1957 to show severe service stress in
close time relationship to the onset of symptoms. Therefore the decision taken at
that time was correct by the standard and knowledge at the time.”

Dr Thompson swore an affidavit on 11" June 1992. In paragraph 2 of that

affidavit he said: A .

“It is now accepted by the Secretary of State that the consensus of medical
opinion supports the proposition that the onset of schizophrenia may be
precipitated by a ‘life event’ and not always by severe and overwhelming stress. |
have previously drawn attention to the original work of Brown & Birley which was
published in 1968: this was when, to my mind, the hypothesis which has since
steadily gained currency was first published and backed by a trial, however
limited. This trial was followed by other workers seeking to test the hypothesis

L

At paragraph 6 he said:

“The original hypothesis that the onset of schizophrenia may be precipitated by a
‘life event’ and not always by severe and overwhelming stress, as formerly
believed, was made by Brown and Birley in 1968. This hypothesis was
investigated by other workers during the 1970s and early 1980s (Leff, 1973;
Jacobs & Myers, 1976; Day, 1981; Malzacher, 1981; Harder 1980), but although
the results of trials were generally supportive of the hypothesis proposed by
Brown and Birley, there were conflicting conclusions. Thus, it is certainly
reasonable to predicate that the subject was still controversial until well into the
1980s. It was not until a WHO multinational trial, the findings of which were
published in 1987, that worldwide confirmation was reached as to a medical
consensus on the status of ‘life events’.

It is, of course, accepted by the Department that the consensus of medical
opinion does not change overnight and proceeds by evolution rather than by
revolution. None the less, | contend that the date chosen for the consensus
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having been reached, namely 1 February 1980, is a generous date, since 1987

would appear to be the more appropriate date, based as it is on the WHO

multinational trial. In the circumstances, the date which the Secretary of State

has selected is eminently reasonable.” :

Noticeable throughout is that Dr Thompson, upon whose advice the Secretary of
State has acted, has been looking for the date at which a consensus was reached that
ordinary life events may present sufficient stress to precipitate schizophrenia, and that

by consensus he means that becomes the “generally accepted view of medical

practitioners”.

Mr Jay’s submissions on behalf of the Secretary of State can be summarised as
follows. The Secretary of State’s policy is based on there having been a shift in medical
opinion. What was believed in 1957 to be required to precipitate schizophrenia was
extreme stress. Now is it accepted that no more than a life event can do it. That shift of
opinion was a gradual process between 1968 and 1987. The Brown and Birley paper in
1968 was the beginning of the process. At that time it was only hypothesis, based on a
narrow study. Had the Secretary of State considered this case in 1968, he would not
have regarded it as “reliable evidence”. That it may now be regarded as compelling
evidehce is not to the point. [t is only when a consensus of medical opinion begins to
emerge that the Secretary of State considers evidence of that effect to be reliable. The
date at which that consensus begun to emerge in respect of schizophrenia was
February 1980, and prior to that date the claim would have failed.‘ That view of the
Secretary of State is only challengeable on Wednesbury grounds.

Mr Jay adds that even if he is wrong on all the foregoing, he takes issue with the
formulation of the claim for declaratory relief, and particularly the last sentence, because
he says that this is not a court of original jurisdiction and it is for the Secretary of State to

decide when a reasonable doubt existed.
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Mr Drabble, on the other hand, submits that the approach of the Secretary of
State is flawed because although his criteria for backdating are theoretically drawn up
with an eye to identifying the earliest moment that the doubt arose, the actual approach
of his medical advisers, acted upon by him, is to identify not the start of the controversy,
when one might expect it to be said that the doubt arose, but its end. Consensus, he
says, means “the generally held view”. “Reliable evidence” means “evidence to which
credence can be given”. If one adopts the approach that 6ne will not accept evidence as
reliable until it is the orthodox view of the majority of doctors, one is depriving the
provision with regard to “reasonable doubt” of any effect.

As | have indicated, it is, to my mind, plain that by consensus the Secretary of
State means “the generally accepted view of medical practitioners”. If the right question
is to ask when the present view of the possible causes of schizophrenia became the
generélly accepted view of medical practitioners, then it is impossible to say that the
Secretary of State was not entitled to fix on 1% February 1980 as the appropriate date. |
am in no doubt, however, that it is the wrong question and that it involves a
misunderstanding of the meaning of Article 5(4).

In considering that Article, the word “reliable” cannot, in my judgement, have
been intended to mean “convincing”. At most it can be construed as “not fanciful”. But
in fact | doubt whether the word adds anything to the sentence. The real question is:
does the evidence raise a reasonable doubt in the mind of the Secretary of State? If he
finds the evidence unreliable, it obviously will not raise a reasonable doubt in his mind.

. | see no reason why, on the material put before him, the Secretary of State
should not be entitled to hold that in 1968, the time of publication of the Brown and Birley
study, what has now come to be the generally accepted view was a mere hypothesis
based on a limited study which would not have created a “reasonable doubt” within the

terms of Article 5. The stage at which it becomes sufficiently supported to raise such a




~( o~

doubt in his mind is a matter for the Secretary of State. Accepting, however, that the
shift of opinion was a gradual process and that by February 1980 it was the general
accepted view, there must have been an earlier stage when, asked to consider the
matter, he would have found that there was a “reasonable doubt” and failure on his part
to do so would have been challengeable on Wednesbury grounds. There are, in other
words, in my judgement, three stages: no reas}onable doubt, reasonable doubt, and
consensus. |

It follows, in my judgement, that the Secretary of State’s decision that
1% February 1980, being the date at whichbconsensus was reached, is the earliest date
at which he can hold that there was a reasonable doubt, is flawed and cannot stand. |

* would therefore quash both the decisions of 31% July 1990 and 29™ January 1991.

MR JUSTICE PILL: I agree.

MR DRABBLE: In those circumstances | simply ask for the orders of certiorari on the
basis that we discussed at the end of the last hearing and for my costs.

MR JAY: | have no submissions to make.

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN: Yes.
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Friday, 10" July 1992
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LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN

and

MR JUSTICE PILL

THE QUEEN
V.

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY
EX PARTE JOHN HENRY EDWARDS

(Computer Aided Transcript of the Stenograph Notes of Marten Walsh Cherer Limited,
Midway House, 27-29 Cursitor Street, London EC4A 1LT. Telephone Number
071 405 5010. Shorthand Writers to the Court)

MR R. DRABBLE (instructed by Messrs Robert Leach Palmer & Co., Fleetwood)
appeared on behalf of the Applicant

MR R. JAY (instructed by the Solicitor to the Department of Social Security) appeared on
behalf of the Respondent

JUDGEMENT

(As approved by Judge)

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN: This is an application for judicial review of a decision of
the Secretary of State for the Department of Social Security brought with the leave. of
MacPherson J. The decision in question was one of 31% July 1990 refusing to backdate
the applicant’s claim to a war pension to before 1** February 1980. The relief sought in
the notice of application is (1) an order of certiorari to quash the decision of
31 July 1990 and (2) an order of mandamus for the claim to be backdated to 11™ April
1957.

Subsequently, by a further decision dated 29" January 1991, the Secretary of
State accepted that the first decision was flawed and expressed willingness to consent
to an order of certiorari to quash it but adhered to his refusal to backdate the applicant’s
claim to a war pension to before 1% February 1980. It follows that he continued to resist
the application for an order of mandamus for the claim to be backdated to
11" April 1957.
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In the course of the hearing, Mr Drabble, appearing for the applicant, sought
leave to amend to add to the decision in respect of which relief is sought “the further
decision of the Secretary of State contained in a letter dated 29" January 1991” and to
add to the relief claimed “a declaration that the revised decision of the Secretary of State
contained in the letter of 29" January 1991 is flawed by error of law in that no
reasonable Secretary of State could have held that if Mr Edwards had asked for the
1957 decision on his claim to be reviewed at any time before 1980, any decision to
reject it would have been reasonable in the light of medical opinion at the time. In cases
such as Mr Edwards's, a reasonable doubt existed in 1957.”

Mr Drabble explained his application by saying that he accepted that the
Secretary of State has a broad discretion whether to backdate at all, and hence that the
court could not order him to do so at any particular date. However, in this case, the
Secretary of State’s reasoning in his replacement letter was as flawed as in his first. For

- those two reasons a declaration in the terms sought was appropriate.

Mr Jay for the Secretary of State raised no objection to the amendment though
making it clear that if the court were to hold that a declaration of any sort should be
made, he would argue against the terms sought by Mr Drabble and, in particular, the last
sentence. On that basis the court gave leave to amend in the terms sought.

The applicant was born on 17" July 1916 and is therefore riow 75. He served in
the forces from June 1940 to June 1946 and, during that time, spent some 19 months in
France and Germany, beginning in June 1944, shortly after D-Day. On 29" August 1954
he was admitted to Whittingham Hospital in Preston and stayed there until 1976,
receiving psychiatric treatment.

On 11" April 1957 his wife claimed a war pension on his behalf, alleging that the
schizophrenia from which he suffers was attributable to his war service. His claim was
rejected on 2" June 1957 on the medical evidence then available and was not
appealed.

His case notes from Whittingham Hospital, which were put before the Ministry in

1957, have been relied on before the court. The history of his mental illness, which was
recorded on his admission, shows his wife saying then that his mental illness
commenced in about August 1946. Asked how it first showed itself, she replied: “By a
series of crying and sobbing like a child, also going very religious, this went on for quite
a period.” She said that the attack did not follow any fever or iliness. In answer to the
question, “What do you consider was the cause?” she replied, “Reaction to war service.”
The medical diagnosis on admission was “schizophrenic reaction” but what to was not
identified. :
Mrs Edwards is recorded as making this further statement at that time: “Shortly
after my husband was released from the army, he complained of feeling ill and, despite
his doctor’s attention, he did not get better. He began imagining that he was suffering
from cancer and other serious diseases. He refused to talk or listen to anything
connected with the war. He gave the impression that he was afraid of being arrested for
some imagined crime, probably connected with his war service. His condition worsened
until 1954 when he was admitted to Whittingham Hospital.” _

On 19™ July 1987 his wife made a further claim on his behalf for a war pension.
Once again the claim was rejected on the ground that his schizophrenia was not .
attributable to war service. She appealed to the Pension Appeal Tribunal and gave
these reasons on her husband’s behalf: “My first breakdown was shortly after discharge
from the army, and | had never had any previous history of mental iliness. The doctor at
the time said that stress during the war had caused his illness. Whilst | was serving in
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers | was offered the rank of Lance Corporal but | turned this down
because | could not cope with the extra stress placed on me. | could never hoid down a
job after discharge and eventually | was admitted to Whittingham Hospital where |
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remained for 20 years. | feel that | should be recompensed for all my illness which was
caused by war service.”

However, on further consideration the Department conceded that ks ilness was-
attributable to war service. At that stage the Department’s attitude was that the pension
would only be paid from 19" July 1987, being the date of the second claim. Later,
however, the Department stated that it would pay arrears from 1% February 1980.

At this point it is appropriate to have regard to the relevant provisions of The
Naval, Military and Air Forces Etc. (Disablement and Death) Service Pensions Order
1983. Article 4 of that order deals with the situation where a claim is made in respect of
a disablement “not later than 7 years after the termination of the service of a member of
the armed forces”. In those circumstances Article 4(2) provides:

“Subject to the following provisions of this article, in no case shall there be an
onus on any claimant under this article to prove the fulfilment of the conditions set
out in paragraph (1) and the benefit of any reasonable doubt shall be given to the
claimant.”

| pass to Article 5(1) which reads:

“Where, after the expiration of the period of 7 years beginning with the
termination of the service of a member of the armed forces, a claim is made in
respect of a disablement of that member, or in respect of the death of that
member (being a death occurring after the expiration of the said period), such
disablement or death, as the case may be, shall be accepted as due to service
for the purposes of this Order provided it is certified that —

(a) the disablement is due to an injury which —
(i) is attributable to service after 2™ September 1939 .....
| pass to Article 5(4) which reads:
“Where, upon reliable evidence, a reasonable doubt exists whether the conditions
set out in paragraph (1) are fulfilled, the benefit of that reasonable doubt shall be

given to the claimant.”

In Schedule 3, which deals with commencing dates of awards of pension,
paragraph 1 reads:

“Except in so far as the Secretary of State may otherwise direct with respect to
any particular case or class of case, payment of a pension in respect of
disablement or as the case may be death, including payment of an increase in
the rate of pension on account of an increased assessment of the degree of
disablement, shall not be made in respect of any period preceding ......

(b) (iii) the date of the claim to pension”.
In this case that date was 19" July 1987.
Mr Drabble accepts that the present is a case where Article 5(4) applies and

hence that there is a burden on the applicant to produce reliable evidence. He
concedes further that the Secretary of Staie has a discretion whether to backdate. This
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in turn led him to concede, as | have indicated, that declaratory relief rather than an
order of mandamus would be appropriate.

Mr Drabble referred us to Dickinson v. The Minister of Pensions 5 War Pension
Appeal Reports 211. The claim there fell to be considered under the provisions of the
Pensions Warrant of 1949, but for relevant purposes it was in the same terms as the
order now applicable. Ormerod J, in giving judgement, said at page 242:

“In Article 5 no exception is made, and there is no provision that there shall be no
onus of proof upon the Claimant. Therefore, on the face of i, it must, | think,
follow that the Claimant, in order to succeed, must satisfy the Court or the
Tribunal (whichever body has to decide the matter) that the conditions which
entitle him to an award have been satisfied.”

Lower down the page he continued:

“ agree with Mr McQuown that the wording of that paragraph is probably
unfortunate, but | am satisfied that the intention of the paragraph is that it is the
duty of the claimant to produce reliable evidence, to establish his claim, but if
(after hearing and considering that reliable evidence and making a comparison
between such evidence and other evidence which is called on behalf of the
Ministry to contradict or to controvert it) the Tribunal has a reasonable doubt, then
under those circumstances the plain meaning of that paragraph of the Article is
that the benefit of that doubt shall be given to the Claimant.”

Mr Drabble also relied on a decision of Drake J in Westcott v. Secretary of State
for Social Services (1 1™ December 1987) of which we were provided with a transcript.
Drake J began his judgement by saying:

“In this case the appellant claims a pension on the grounds that he suffers from
osteoarthritis of (1) the knees and (2) the lumbosacral spine attributable to
service. He says it had its origin in a heavy fall which he sustained while testing
a parachute in Norway while serving in the 1% airborne Division, the fall taking
place in 1945 shortly after the end of the war.”

Drake J went on to say that the surgeon in question had given his report in which
he said: ‘

s it is absolutely impossible to give a firm indication as to whether
Mr Westcott would not have suffered arthritis had he not had his accident during
the war, and in my view, he should be given the benefit of the doubt in this case™.
Drake J commented:

“l read that as a clear answer to the question posed by the DHSS. The answer
is: ‘Yes, Mr Westcott's orthopaedic pathology involving the knees and spine
could be related to heavy parachute landings’."

It seems that the DHSS then asked for a report from their own medical division.

The report set out other considerations which, in the view of those giving the report,
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pointed very strongly indeed to.the conclusion that Mr Westcott's condition was not

/I

related to any parachute landing and was in fact primary osteoarthritis. At page 4 at A,

Drake J said:

‘o the Tribunal did not find that Mr Westcott did not have the fall as he
described.

What it then did was to accept and agree with the opinions of the medical
services division and say ‘We are satisfied that Mr Westcott had generalised
osteoarthritis.” They therefore concluded, basing themselves firmly on that
decision, that the claimed conditions are not attributable to service. In reaching
their decision the Tribunal, with that evidence, had a great deal of evidence which
pointed — and | would say pointed strongly — against the appellant’s claim that his
osteoarthritis was attributable to the parachute fall. But there was also some
evidence which did support his claim. The Tribunal could of course have made a
finding that they expressly rejected the consultant orthopaedic surgeon’s opinion
as being without any foundation, a wrong opinion that no reasonable specialist
could have reached. They did not make that finding and it is not surprising: they
had no reason to do so. ‘

In my judgement, there was therefore on the evidence before them, just as there
was before the medical services department in their opinion, evidence which did
raise a reasonable doubt in the appellant’s favour. There was simply no material
on which the Tribunal could find, as they did, that the evidence did not raise any
reasonable doubt in favour of the appellant.

| have had regard to a decision which | have been referred to: Cadney v. Minister
of Pensions and National Insurance Volume 5, War Pensions Appeal Reports,
687, in which the nominated judge (then Mr Justice Edmund Davies) held that it
is entirely a matter for the Tribunal to decide whether the evidence placed before
it is reliable or whether the evidence, being reliable, is such as to create such a
reasonable doubt as falls within Article 5, and it is not for the nominated judge to
re-open these questions.”

| take up the judgement again at page 5 at E:

“As | have indicated, the evidence in this case, on a balance of probabilities,
points against the appellant’s claim. It may be that many would therefore
consider this appellant to be fortunate to be entitled to a pension in all of the
circumstances of this case. But it is not a case of being sympathetic and saying
that he is fortunate: he is entitled to rely on the law as it stands, which does
weight matters heavily in his favour. For the reasons | have given | hold that this
appeal succeeds.”

| look next at the decision letter of 31 July 1990 which is impugned in the

proceedings. In that letter, among other things, this is said at paragraph 5:
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“It is a fundamental principle of the War Pensions Scheme that for an award to be
made there must, at the very least, be a reasonable doubt that the cause of
disablement in any particular case could be due to service. In the case of
schizophrenia, there was, before 1980, no medical doubt that the condition was
genetically determined and could not therefore be attributable to service. The
Secretary of State was therefore satisfied that all rejections before February 1980
were correct in the light of medical knowledge at that time. Consequently in
cases such as Mr Edwards, where the ‘additional evidence’ supporting the
application (under section 6(2a) of the PAT Act) arises from a change in medical
opinion concerning the aetiology of the condition in question, the Secretary of
State does not consider it reasonable to award a pension for any period before
the date of that change.

All cases reviewed in the light of the change in medical opinion are treated the
same. Pensioners, therefore, receive the benefit of any reasonable doubt about
the possibility of the condition being attributable to service, from the earliest
possible date the doubt could have arisen. It appears to the Secretary of State
that is a perfectly fair and reasonable outcome.”

Mr Jay concedes that this letter could be said to be in error in two respects: (1)
the sentence “there was, before 1980, no medical doubt that the condition was
genetically determined and could not.therefore be attributable to service” puts the matter
too high: (2) the suggestion that the Secretary of State had no discretion to go back

before 1% February 1980 may have amounted to a fettering of his discretion.

However, said Mr Jay, none of these errors is to be found in the Secretary of
State’s replacement decision letter of 29" January 1991. It is necessary for me to read

several passages in this letter. In the second paragraph it is stated:

“The administrators on behalf of the Secretary of State concede that there is
doubt as to whether his discretionary power contained in Schedule 3 to The Naval,
Military and Air Forces etc (Disablement and Death) Service Pensions Order 1983
(SPO) were exercised correctly. The letters of 30" May and 26™ June 1990 from the
Department to Keith Mans MP contained inaccuracies regarding the Secretary of State’s
discretionary powers. There is doubt as to whether the decision contained in our letter
of 31 July to yourselves (to backdate to 1** February 1980) was correctly reached. In
the circumstances the Secretary of State is prepared to consent to an order of certiorari
to quash the decision of 31 July 1990.

The Secretary of State has looked at Mr Edwards’ case again and has decided
not to backdate Mr Edwards’ pension to 1957, or for any period prior to
1% February 1980.
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The reason why Mr Edwards was awarded a pension for schizophrenia when his
earlier claim for the condition (previously notified as psychosis) had been
rejected, was due to a shift in medical opinion about the relationship between
stress and the precipitation of schizophrenia in a vulnerable person. The
Secretary of State has noted the reasons given by his medical advisers for this
shift in opinion and also their reasons for adopting 1% February 1980 as being the
date of ‘change in medical opinion’. The Secretary of State therefore is satisfied
that if Mr Edwards had asked for the 1957 decision on his claim to be reviewed at
any time before 1* February 1980, any decision to reject it, would have been
reasonable in the light of medical opinion at the time ....

Thus, when there is a change in the interpretation of the law or in medical
opinion, which enables the Secretary of State to award a pension in a case where
a previous claim for the same disablement had been rejected, the Secretary of
State, as a general policy, exercises his discretionary powers under Schedule 3
of the SPO to backdate all such claims to the date of change in the interpretation
of the law, or in the change of medical opinion as determined by his medical
advisers, as the case may be. There is thus a common date of award for all
similar cases, which ensures that they are all treated equitably.

The Secretary of State has also considered whether there are any circumstances
known to him that would justify him using his discretionary powers to depart from
his general policy to award pension from any date earlier than 1* February 1980,
but has concluded that there are not. In particular he has considered the fact that
Mr Edwards was hospitalised for some 23 years and has taken into account the
circumstances of his discharge from hospital in 1976. He has, however,
concluded that these factors do not constitute any circumstances which would
justify him exercising his discretionary powers to any greater extent than he has
already done in backdating Mr Edwards’ pension to 1* February 1980.”

In the penultimate paragraph of the letter, the writer said:

“In the circumstances therefore the Secretary of State is not prepared to consent
to an order of mandamus for Mr Edwards’ claim to be backdated to
11" April 1957, but consents to an order for certiorari to quash the decision of
31% July 1990.”

The respondent relies on an affidavit sworn by Mr David Bodfield Smith on
30" July 1991. In it he says that he is a Principal employed by the Department of Social
Security and is responsible for policy and administrative matters relating to War
Pensions. He says in paragraph 4 of the affidavit:

“The Secretary of State has formulated a policy whereby when a claim is

rejected, but subsequently reviewed, and an award favourable to the claimant is

made because of a change in medical opinion, then providing the original

decision to reject was reasonable at the time it was made, the Secretary of State

does not consider it unreasonable not to pay pension for any period before the
date of change in medical opinion. | understand from the Department’s Medical
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Advisors and respectfully refer to the medical report prepared by Dr Thompson a
copy of which is exhibited hereto and marked ‘DBS1’ that the year 1980 was
chosen as the date when medical opinion on the relationship between stress and
the precipitation of schizophrenia had changed.”

Dr Thompson, to whom he refers, is a senior medical officer in the medical
branch of the Department of Social Security. In his exhibited report he says, among

other things:

“Medical Branch accepts that present day thinking is that the illness called
schizophrenia is not a single condition but is of different types, and of
multifactorial origin, and in some cases certain aetiological factors such as
genetic make up are more important than in others where genetic origins are not
traced, but other causal factors such as possible birth trauma etc. are important.

There is described a Type 1 in which genetic factors seem to be important and a
Type 2 of more insidious onset where genetic factors are not so significant. It
seems generally agreed that stressful life events often provoke the disorder ......

Life stresses have often been put forward as precipitant of schizophrenia, but few
satisfactory studies have been carried out. In one of the most convincing studies,
Brown and Birley (1968) used a standardised procedure to collect information
from 50 patients ...... (my comment: a small number by research standards, and
it could be argued that this number is not statistically significant) ...... ”

Later he went on to pose this question:
“What then is the change in medical opinion?

Genetic factors as causal are common to both 1957 and today. The only opinion
that has changed is that now we believe that ordinary life events, now thought to
be every day experiences such as changing jobs, getting married, moving house,
joining or leaving the services etc., may represent sufficient severity of stress to
precipitate symptoms of schizophrenia. In 1957 and before it was held that the
precipitating stress had to be severe, for example to quote W. Mayer-Gross’s
textbook of Clinical Psychiatry, 1955 Edition, pages 228-229, ‘death of close
relative or friend, professional failure, extreme mental and physical exhaustion, a

-threat to life’ etc., and that stress had to be in close time relationship to the onset
of symptoms if it were to be regarded as influential. No other causal factors have
been confirmed although other causal factors have been proposed and
investigated.

On what date did these changes occur?

As in most scientific change of thinking there is no single positive date that can
be given. From the evidence of the Oxford Textbook of Psychiatry quoted ......
above it would seem that the first scientifically accepted paper proposing the
present thinking regarding the severity of stress required was in 1968 (Brown and
Birley). | have pointed out, however, that this series was small, and like any new
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thinking would require testing by the scientific Medical body and confirmation by
other workers before it could be said that it would be accepted as ‘consensus’
medical thinking. The ‘few satisfactory studies’ carried out were those in 1974
(Jacobs), 1976 (Jacobs and Myers) and 1978.(Paykel)...

Thus it can only be repeated that medical opinion on this subject changed, not on
any certain date, but over a decade from at earliest 1968 to confirmation by other
authoritative workers in 1974, 1976 and 1978. One can say, therefore, that it
would be by about 1980 that this series of scientific papers would come to be
acceptable as the generally held view of medical practitioners, and of sufficient
strength to merit the Department accepting that the consensus had changed.

The Department Medical Branch were considering all the psychiatric appendices
in the mid 1980s and when the question of schizophrenia was discussed the
change in opinion was observed. As a result it was considered that 1980 was a
reasonable date to suggest that the consensus had changed ......

In the case of Edwards, it seems that he served as a driver and did not report
symptoms during service that could have been recognised in 1957 as due to
schizophrenia. No history was obtained in 1957 to show severe service stress in
close time relationship to the onset of symptoms. Therefore the decision taken at
that time was correct by the standard and knowledge at the time.”

Dr Thompson swore an affidavit on 11" June 1992. In paragraph 2 of that

affidavit he said:

“It is now accepted by the Secretary of State that the consensus of medical
opinion supports the proposition that the onset of schizophrenia may be
precipitated by a ‘life event’ and not always by severe and overwhelming stress. |
have previously drawn attention to the original work of Brown & Birley which was
published in 1968: this was when, to my mind, the hypothesis which has since
steadily gained currency was first published and backed by a ftrial, however
limited. This trial was followed by other workers seeking to test the hypothesis

"

At paragraph 6 he said:

“The original hypothesis that the onset of schizophrenia may be precipitated by a
‘life event’ and not always by severe and overwhelming stress, as formerly
believed, was made by Brown and Birley in 1968. This hypothesis was
investigated by other workers during the 1970s and early 1980s (Leff, 1973;
Jacobs & Myers, 1976; Day, 1981; Malzacher, 1981; Harder 1980), but although
the results of trials were generally supportive of the hypothesis proposed by
Brown and Birley, there were conflicting conclusions. Thus, it is certainly
reasonable to predicate that the subject was still controversial until well into the
1980s. It was not until a WHO multinational trial, the findings of which were
published in 1987, that worldwide confirmation was reached as to a medical
consensus on the status of ‘life events’.

It is, of course, accepted by the Department that the consensus of medical
opinion does not change overnight and proceeds by evolution rather than by
revolution. None the less, | contend that the date chosen for the consensus
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having been reached, namely 1% February 1980, is a generous date, since 1987

would appear to be the more appropriate date, based as it is on the WHO

mutltinational trial. In the circumstances, the date which the Secretary of State

has selected is eminently reasonable.”

Noticeable throughout is that Dr Thompson, upon whose advice the Secretary of
State has acted, has been looking for the date at which a consensus was reached that
ordinary life events may present sufficient stress to precipitate schizophrenia, and that

by consensus he means that becomes the “generally accepted view of medical

practitioners”.

Mr Jay’s submissions dn behalf of the Secretary of State can be summarised as
follows. The Secretary of State’s policy is based on there having been a shift in medical
opinion. What was believed in 1957 to be required to precipitate schizophrenia was
extreme stress. Now is it accepted that no more than a life event can do it. That shift of
opinion was a gradual process between 1968 and 1987. The Brown and Birley paper in
1968 was the beginning of the process. At that time it was only hypothesis, based on a
narrow study. Had the Secretary of State considered this case in 1968, he would not
have regarded it as “reliable evidence”. That it may now be regarded as compelling
evidence is not to the point. It is only when a consensus of medical opinion begins to
emerge that the Secretary of State considers evidence of that effect to be reliable. The
date at which that consensus begun to emerge in respect of schizophrenia was
February 1980, and prior to that date the claim would have failed. That view of the
Secretary of State is only chéllengeable on Wednesbury grounds.

Mr Jay adds that even if he is wrong on all the foregoing, he takes issue with the
formulation of the claim for declaratory relief, and particularly the last sentence, because
he says that this is not a court of original jurisdiction and it is for the Secretary of State to

decide when a reasonable doubt existed.
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Mr Drabble, on the other hand, submits that the approach of the Secretary of
Sfate is flawed because although his criteria for backdating are theoretically‘d‘rawn up
with an eye to identifying the earliest moment that the doubt arose, the actual approach
of his medical advisers, acted upon by him, is to identify not the start of the controversy,
when one might expect it to be said that the doubt arose, but its end. Consensus, he
says, means “the generally held-view”. “Reliable evidence” means “evidence to which
credence can be gi\;en”. If one adopts the approach that one will not accept evidence as
reliable until it is the orthodox view of the majority of doctors, one s depriving the
provision with regard to “reasonable doubt” of any effect.

| As | have indicated, it is, to my mind, plain that by consensus the Secretary of
State means “the generally accepted view of medical practitioners”. If the right question
is to ask when the present view of the possible causes of schizophrenia became the
génerally accepted view of medical practitioners, then it is impossible to say that the
Secretary of State was not entitled to fix on 1% February 1980 as the appropriate date. |
am in no doubt, however, that it is the wrong question and that it involves a
misunderstandinyg of the meaning of Article 5(4).

In considering that Article, the word “reliable” cannot, in my judgement, have
been intended to mean “con\)incing”. At most it can be construed as “not fanciful”. But
in fact | doubt whether the word adds anything to the sentence. The real question is:
does the evidence raise a reasonable doubt in the mind of the Secretary of State? If he
finds the evidence unreliable, it obviously will not raise a reasonable doubt in his mind.

1 see no reason why, on the material put before him, the Secretary of State
should not be entitled to hold that in 1968, the time of publication of the Brown and Birley
study, what has now come to be the generally accepted view was a mere hypothesis
based on a limited study which would not have created a “reasonable doubt” within the

terms of Article 5. The stage at which it becomes sufficiently supported to raise such a



doubt in his mind is a matter for the Secretary of State. Accepting, however, that the
shift of opinion was a gradual process and that by February 1980 it was the general
accepted view, there must have been an earlier stage when, asked to consider the
matter, he would have found that there was a “reasonable doubt” and failure on his part
to do so would have been challengeable on Wednesbury grounds. There are, in other
words, in my judgement, three stages: no reasonable doubt, reasonable doubt, and
consensus.

It 'follows, in my judgement, that the Secretary of State’s decision that
1% February 1980, being the date at which consensus was reached, is the eairliest date
at which he can hold that there was a reasonable doubt, is flawed and cannot stand. |

would therefore quash both the decisions of 31* July 1990 and 29" January 1991.

MR JUSTICE PILL: I agree.

MR DRABBLE: In those circumstances | simply ask for the orders of certiorari on the
basis that we discussed at the end of the last hearing and for my costs.

MR JAY: | have no submissions to make.

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN: Yes.
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

=

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

27 October 2004

peor [N

I have received your last letter dated 22 October 2004 and your newspaper articles. As to our last
acknowledgement, my collegue |Jif-epticd to you on the 19™ October.

Some of the issues you mention, as in some of your previous letters, this office does not have any
responsibility for these different matters and thus can’t comment on them.

Your comments have been noted and your letter and articles have been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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EVENING TELEGRAPH, Thursday, October 21, 2004

antsnews.com

BRITAIN’S Agriculture Minister
Gillian Shephard visited the
county 11 vyears ago to
perform the official opening
ceremony at a new laboratory.

The £4m building was the latest

- facility at the Corby animal feeds
firm Cheminex, an investment aimed
at helping the Godwin Road plant
export more of its products world-
wide.

Mrs Shephard said: “In Corby food
and drink manufacturers are very
important, which is pleasing, as is
anything which keeps employment
and export going.”

Minister’s praise
for new venture

The lab had also been built to help
Cheminex achieve the highest manu-
facturing standards to meet all the
latest European Community health
and safety regulations.

The firm was a specialist producer
of soluble powders and medicated
feeds aimed particularly at the poul-
try and pig markets.

The rebuilt site, which also
included more office and warehouse
space, was part of an investment

programme by the Upjohn Company,
which acquired Cheminex in 1991.

Cheminex, which had traded in
Corby for four years, boasted a 70ft-
high manufacturing tower housing a
six-ton blender to mix all the materi-
als prepared in the new upgraded air-
locked laboratories.

“This offered the same control that
went into the production ‘'of human
health products also manufactured
by Upjohn.

Cheminex employed 20 staff who
produced up to 20 products for the
animal feed supplement market.

[ '«f'-’a

B MINISTER'S VISIT - Gillian Shephard,
who opened the new laboratory

And that’s the end of

Also in the
headlines

1971 - FOURWeldon
women claimed a UFO
landed in the village. In
separate interviews they
said they saw the large craft
come down behind some
caravans on the Woodlands
caravan site.

1988 — GOLDEN Wonder
announced that 650 jobs were
to go at its fire-gutted factory
in Earlstrees Road, Corby.

1993 - KETTERING mayor
Chris Groome unveiled a
plaque at the town’s railway
station naming an InterCity
Power Car the Borough Of
Kettering.

1971 — AN ALDWINCLE
couple were distraught after
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wine bar & bistro

NEW BISTRO
NOW OPEN

The Biue Moon is pleased to announce their Brand New Bistro -

Opening this Friday 22nd October 2004

ANIMAL lovers are killing their
pets with kindness.

The results of a survey
released this week showed
rising obesity levels in pets.

Veterinary nurse Glenda
Burke sand - increased

lanimals were

by not real-
-give their
\priate.

Increasmg obs
animals can be
higher number

ilinesses such as diabetes,
arthritis and high blood pres-
sure, according to insurance
firm More Than, which carried
out the survey.

Mrs Burke, of Well Pets Veteri-
nary Centre, Rushden, said:
“People need to realise choco-
late, ice cream and other
snacks are not suitable for
animals.”

John Bowie, a vet at Swans-
pool Veterinary Clinic in
Wellingborough, said: “The
problem comes from dispro-
portionate levels of food and
exercise. Owners sometimes
expect animals to be rounded
when they should look more-
athletic.”

TN A

for thought from vets

Mr Bowie advised concerned
owners to have their pet
weighed.

Kerry Taylor, veterinary nurse
at PM Haughton in Corby, said
many practices offered diet
plans to help owners but
owners needed to recognise
when there was a problem.

Edward Howes, practice
manager at Northlands Veteri-
nary Clinic in Kettering, said:
“The number of obese pets is
increasing, simply as a result of
overeating.

“Vets can provide diets and
food but this is only half the
battle -~ owners need to take
responsibility for the treats
they give their pets.”

Tes‘ti'ng times

t Together we have created a traditional menu to be proud of
“ offering freshly prepared, high quality food.

The blue moon is already one of the town's most popular places
for good food fine wines and drink and provudmg a sophisticated
yet informal setting.

|n wllage pubs

Opening Times
Monday-Friday 11.30am-3.00pm/6.30pm-10.30pm
Saturday 11.30am-4. 00pm/6 30pm-11 OOpm
Sunday 12 00p! ) Q :

8.05am. on Tuesday near
the‘Eurohub roundabout

ABTISE
Oakley ‘Road;- Corby; ‘on Sunday, at
1lam.

newsdesk on 01536-506153.
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Was this couple the first

Betty and Barney Hill began a new chapter
in UFO history when they told of an
amazing spacecraft experience in 1961

lung: cancer, Bunice Einsven  BY Nick Redfern

lung cancer, Eunice Elizabeth
Barrett Hill died peacefully in her
sleep at her home. While any today’s global fascination with the “alien
death is sad, the passing of the abduction” controversy.
85-year-old child welfare worker, The couple were driving through the
keen gardener and animal lover might picturesque White Mountains late one
well have gone unnoticed outside her evening as they returned from a holiday
hometown of Portsmouth, New Hamp- in Canada when they -spotted what
shire, had it not been for an extraordi- looked like an asteroid or a “bright star”
nary encounter one dark night more inthe night sky. It quickly became appar-
ent the object was keeping pace with
their car, as if tracking their progress.

than four decades earlier.
Because on September 19 1961, Betty
Increasingly nervous, the Hills kept
the object under observation as they

Hill and her husband Barney had an
approached a point known as Indian

Head until Barney slammed on the
brakes, juddered the car to a
screeching halt and grabbed his
binoculars for a closer look.

Soon, events were taking an
altogether stranger turn. Peering
through the lenses, it was clear
that whatever the obJect was, it
was neither star nor asteroid.

According to Barney, then a
39-year-old postal worker, he saw a
“flat, pancake-like craft with port-
holes around its mid-section”.
And behind each porthole were
“shadowy, human-like figures, who
could be seen moving about”

The terrified couple made to
escape but even with Barney’s foot
flat to the floor, there was no get-
ting away. As they fled Indian
Head, the “craft” hovered directly
over‘their car and, as Betty later
recalled, the last thing they
remembered was a sound similar
to a tuning fork, before suddenly
growing drowsy.

Two hours later they found
themselves near Ashland, New
Hampshire, with only ﬁ'agmentary
memories of the journey and no
recollection of the time lost (or per-
haps erased) from their memories.
Betty’s dress was torn, the strap
on Barney’s binoculars was broken
and their Watches had stopped.

encounter worthy of The X Files which
transformed their lives and started

 GUARANTEED TO MATCH THE BASE RATE.
- You work hard for Your money. Whether rates go
up or down, our rate WI“ remam the same as the

o Interest calnulatell on the basls OLLOWING their extra-
of daily balances - the fairest way ordinary encounter, the
i S L Hills suffered regular, dis-
tressing and chillingly realistic
nightmares, invariably involving
strange craft in which they were
subjected to a raft of unusual:
medical tests performed by
strange-looking humanoids.

APR VARIABLE

We may moriitor-or record telephone calls. Our products and offérs-are subject to conditions. We-can withdraw them without notice. Our mortgage products are only available
if you are buying.a new property; are.remortgaging to Intefligent Finance from another lefider or do_ not.currently have a mortgage over your. property. We take into account
your, personal and financial cireumstances, The value or, prlce ‘of the. property and'the-products-chasen will affect: fiow much:we will:lend. For tracker rate mortgages, the
most we-will lend is 80% of the:valtie or purch hi the Mortgage: Code. Copies are:available on request. Unless

. @n interest rate-is.fixed, we maycharge mterest rates We will pay our. with.a You must pay us £330 towards these and
the valuation contribution we: make if the‘martgage is. repald before 3i'st Octobér: 2006, You: must ;:ay far .anyadvice -sotght on the remortgage or any-additional legal
v e;conditions: govering the mortgage requlre you to-pay

5 605 BSB.‘A[E

off the mortgage debt |mmed|ately we may reduce or pay
“Tracker rate mortgage. This-tratks. the Bank. of Englanid! rerm uriﬁ
morlgage rate, We charge interast:at the litelligent Finance' standalone atiablé-mortgage rate: on’any
repayment charge of 2% of tracker:rate: martgage: loan-amotit repaid; if-any: part
repayient is on.of before-31st October:2008, Typical example: Assuming a.capital. and interest remortgage of £85 000 comple‘md on st Seplember 2004,
-of 26 year repayieiit term. 4.75% tracker rate until 315t October 2006 then 5.95% smndaln%% variable mortgage raté. Arrangement fes £349, valtation fee £265: 26 monthly -
. of £543.60,:273 of £606.72 and-one’ payment of £60774: Total amodnt payable’ £180,640.90:/59% APR variable: Rates:and: information effective from. .

20th-August 2004. Intefligent Finance.is a division:of Halifax pl¢. Registered in England No.2367076, Regtstered Office: “Trinity. Road; Hajifax, West' Yo
YOUR HOME IS AT-RISKIF YOU-DO NOT'KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SEC_UBED ONIT.
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There appeared to be no rational
explanation. Major Paul W Hen-
derson of Pease Air Force Base
later revealed the unidentified

object had been tracked .on mili--

tary radar scopes on September
19, 1961. And there was still their
perplexing period of missing time.

The alien abduction mystery,
previously unheard of in UFO
research, had started to unfold.

As-the years passed and their
nightmares continued, the pair
delved deeper to unravel the
secret of that night. They
underwent rigorous hypno- 4
therapy with Boston psy-
chologist and neurologist
Dr Benjamin Simon.

The results were
far from comforting. st
Betty recounted
that on fleeing .
Indian . Head the
pairhad driven only |
a. -short - ‘distance

TV.FILM: The UF(
Incident with-
- Estelle Getty-and

James Earl-Jones

creatures as being

when, inexplicably, and in a semi-
trance-like state, they veered off
the main highway and into a dark
and secluded wooded area.

As they drew to a stop, “at least

six, but up to nine beings”
approached the car, extracted
them and “escorted” them up a
ramp and on to a disc-shaped UFO.

Betty recalled the

“between five

and five-and-a-half feet in height
and clad in dark clothing”. All of
them had “broad foreheads, dark,
cat-like eyes, small mouths and
thin noses”.

Next, the Hills were ushered
down a long, narrow corridor curv-
ing around the entire craft and into
a wedge-shaped room lit with a
bluish hight. Laid out on a series of
tables against one wall was what
appeared to be a collection of
medical instruments.

-One of the creatures, whom
Betty later described
as “the Leader”,
used telepathic
means to calm
her fears and
assure her that
_after being
~used as
guinea pigs
for-a series

%

after eonduct7;




ing a procedure that involved insert-
ing a needle-like device through the
Hills’s navels, the beings escorted
Betty and Barney from the UFO and
back to their car Still deep in a
trance-like state, they remained sit-
ting in their vehicle until the craft
had left the area. Only then did they
resume their journey home, dimly
aware of the bizarre events.

HEN details of their extra- -

ordinary encounter were

leaked to a Boston news-
paper, the media went intb a feeding
frenzy and their story generated
countless column inches. The
publicity culminated in the 1966 pub-
lication of John Fuller’s The Inter-
rupted Journey, the first book pub-
lished on alien abductions and an
instant bestseller.

Finding themselves in demand,
the couple spent the years until
Barney’s death in 1969 travelling all
over the United States, giving lec-
tures on their experience to packed
audiences of UFO watchers.

That was not all. The UFO
Incident — a made for television film

starring Estelle Getty (of The Golden
Girls) as Betty and James Earl
Jones as Barney-~ followed in 1975,
and even in her 70s Betty remained a
regular fixture on the lecture circuit
at UFO conferences. In 1995, she
wrote her first book, A Common
Sense Approach To UFOs, and
donated the profits to charity.

The Hills’s experience certainly
had a dramatic effect on their lives,
but was theirs a genuine encounter
with creatures from another world,
or a fantasy borne out of hypnosis?
Today, opinion is sharply divided.

The US-based Committee for the
Scientific Investigation of Claims of
the Paranormal (CSICOP) urges
great caution in accepting alien
abduction accounts - particularly
those obtained via hypnosis from
people the committee considers
might have “fantasy prone” person-
alities ~ as evidence that creatures
from other worlds are among us.

To her credit, Betty Hill pointed

out a variety of problems with some
alien abduction accounts and offered
criticism when she felt it was war-
ranted. Indeed, when in the Nineties
she retired from lecturing, she said
her decision was prompted by “too
many people with flaky ideas, fan-
tasies and imaginations who were
claiming abduction by aliens”.

She explained: “If you were to
believe the numbers of people who
are claiming this, it would figure out
to 3,000 to 5,000 abductions in the
United States alone every night.
There wouldn’t be room for planes to
fly. In the beginning, people were
looking for information. Now, it has
turned commercial.”

Britain’s National Council for
Hypnotherapy made its views clear
in 2001 when it issued a policy state-
ment concerning alien abductions of
precisely the type described by Betty
and Barney.

While not endorsing such claims,
it did state that: “With the recent

interest in this phenomenon, the
National Council for Hypnotherapy

‘issues the following guidelines. Alien

abduction clients are to be treated
with the same respect and courtesy
as any other client.

“We recommend that therapists
should not introduce the subject of
alien abductions unless the client
refers to it in the first instance.
Additionally, therapists should not
engage in corroborating these
incidents. Therapists should take a
neutral stance on the existence of
alien abductions.

“Because of the necessity of
regression in AACs, it is essential
that therapists ensure that clients’
full medical and mental health
history is taken before the com-
mencement of treatment.”

Nick Pope, who investigated UFO
sightings for the Ministry of Defence
from 1991 to 1994, states: “The NCH
has taken a courageous step and has
recognised that whatever the truth

‘One of the creatures, who Betty described as The Leader, used
telepathic means to assure her they would be returned safely’

MYSTERY:
Betty and
Barney Hil
struggled to
understand
what
happened

behind claims of alien abduction,
there are numerous people actively
seeking advice and help on this issue,
who genuinely believe that they
have had an experience. Abduction
reports, it seems to me, represent the
cutting edge of ufology.”

EGARDLESS of the truth

surrounding the alien abduc-

tion puzzle, one thing is
certain. With the death of Betty Hill,
so ends an era in the annals of alien
abduction research.

According to Peter Davenport,
director of the National UFO
Sighting Registration Center in
Seattle, Washington: “I consider
Betty and her husband pioneers in
the UFQ movement. '

“They were brave enough to step
forward and make public the facts
of their alleged interactions with
aliens. But above all, she was a
wonderful gal.”

@ Nick Redfern lives in Dallas,
Texas and is the US editor of
Phenomena Magazine
(www.phenomenamagazine.com)
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From [

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
{Switchboard) iii ﬁii iiii
(Fax)
e-mail
Your Reference ~
eference
B/DAS/64/37:5
19 October 2004
I am Wn'tini regarding your letter dated 1* October which was addressed to my colleague, } -

In your letter you comment about a number of issues including an application you have made to a
magistrates court at Wortham County Hall, Irac weapons of mass destruction, state education and
your previous service in the Royal Artillery. Please note, that this Directorate does not have
responsibility for any of these issues and we are therefore unable to comment or enter into
correspondence about them.

With regard to your remark about “Alien occupation” you will be aware from our previous
correspondence that the Ministry of Defence knows of no evidence of the existence of such

phenomenon.

Your letter has been placed on our records.

Yours sincerely,
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From I

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Informayj

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5™ Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dlal) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

28 September 2004

oo

Thank you for your recent letter in September 2004 and the newspaper artlcle with which we
received today.

You mentioned about not receiving a reply for your last letter months ago. h‘he last letter we
received from you was on the 9 June 2004, for which I replied to you on the 23 June 2004.

Thank you for your comments on HRH Prince of Wales.
Your comments have been noted and your letter and newspaper article will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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Home

An Evening Telegraph supplement
Editorial: Colin George
Advertising: Michelle Olivera, Wendy
Molloy and Adam Couzens

i
tales at your peril

CONDENSATION may be
a common . sight in

homes across the
nation, but that doesn’t
mean we should under-
estimate the damage
that it can do.

It can cause rot in the
rafters, joists and window
frames, and can also be
responsible for mould and
fungal growth on both walls
and ceilings.

If left to worsen, it can even
end up damaging your health.

All air contains water and
the warmer the air, the more
water it will hold. The minute
warm air hits a cooler surface
it will condense and the effects
of this can be seen most easily
on windows and wall tiles.

However, the process also
occurs on walls and ceilings,
although it isn’t quite so obvi-
ous.

surfaces it provides the perfect
conditions for fungicidal
spores to develop into mould,
which in turn can cause
breathing problems, as well as
long-term damage to walls and
furniture.

There are many ways to deal
with the effects of condensa-
tion, but the main way to stop
it occurring is by ensuring
your home is well ventilated.

Opening windows is always
a good starting point.

Consider buying a new air
ventilation system, which
blows in fresh air while remov-
ing stale air, through a central

As moisture -soaks into

gnore the vap

unit and a series of independ-
ent ducts.

A dehumidifier may also be -

a good investment and simply
installing extractor fans in the
kitchen and bathroom will
also have a positive effect.

Installing trickle vents in -

windows is an easy DIY job

that is sure to make a differ- -

ence. The vents come in two
halves, one bit for inside the
window and one for outside.

Several holes are drilled
through the top of the window
head to allow air to pass in and
out of the room and flaps are
fitted so the vents can be
closed.

Avoid hanging washing out
to dry on radiators, but if

there’s. no other option,

confine it to one room and

www.northantsnews.com

our

make sure the door is kept
closed. Ventilate tumble driers
externally. Keep the door
closed when cooking too, and
open the windows.

Keep furniture a little
further away from the walls so
the air has a free flow around
the room.

Do not fill cupboards to
bursting point as it will
prevent air circulating.

Make sure the insulation in
the loft is not blocking the
ventilation provided by the
gap between the facia boards
and the house wall, or in a lot
of cases these days, purpose
made vents.

If regulations allow it, get
cavity wall insulation. A few
simple changes to your home
can make all the difference.

Loddington -
Lodgeis .~
on the
market for
£625,000
“throwehi s
Grahame
Howard on
01536
418123

an en-suite spa bathroom.

three acres.

room.

tion to further outbuildings.

01536 506153

01536 506111/112

FEATURES of this period farm-
house on a three-acre site include a
range of stables and outside swim-
ming pool, four double bedrooms and

“Occupying a very rural location
about a mile outside Loddington and
surrounded by open countryside is
this predominantly stone built
family residence standing in about

The house has four/five reception
rooms in addition to a cloakroom,
kitchen, utility and boiler room
while to the first floor are four
double bedrooms (master with en
suite spa bathroom) and family bath-

Outside there are several railed
paddocks, outdoor menage, several
stables and a swimming pool in addi-

Market
wobble

threat
to policy

ALTHOUGH housing market
experts are keen to reassure
us the sudden 20 per cent drop
in mortgage approvals in July
need not inevitably mean a
collapse in house prices, there
must be concern that certain
areas of our towns and cities
are_distinctly vulnerable to a
sharp change in sentiment.

With Government policy
directing builders to cram
high density flats into urban
centres to ease pressure on
the Green Belt, parts of the
country have seen a surge in
residential development in
recent years.

The Millennium Village in
Greenwich is a symbol of this
policy. Where development is
made to happen rapidly,
buyers cheerfully overlook
the shortcomings of a locality
to share in the general opti-
mism which price risesbring.

But will attitudes change

when prices stop rising?

We might find the answer
in places like Basingstoke,
Hampshire, which has seen
extensive developments in
recent years.

Demand was strong enough
in a booming market — from
investors, if. not first-time
buyers. But there are already
hints from letting agents that
some areas have too -many
flats available for rent, and
not enough family houses.

As the supply of first-time
buyers dwindled, investors
have kept sales ticking over.

In the past 18 months,
investors have been more
important than owner-occu-
piers in  underpinning
progress on many new devel-:
pments. :
But six months — or quite
conceivably, three years - of
.market slowdown could desta-
bilise this situation.
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From: I dpémo '%‘s

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 3BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000

~

Your Reference:

~ Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:
23 June 2004

e I

Thank you for your letter dated 9 June 2004.

You reported a black ‘UFO’ flying over the Kingsway area of Wellingborough. I pan confirm that
“we received no other reports of ‘UFOQ’ sightings for 5 June 2004 from anywhere in|the UK. We are
satisfied there is no corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was
breached by any unauthorised aircraft. ’Tr

With regard to the cats/panthers on Salisbury plain, this is not a matter for the MOD.
Your letter has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From: [

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberiand Avenue,
London WC2N 3BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3 |\s -
Date:

23 June 2004

Thank you for your letter dated 14 June 2004.

You reported a ‘UFO’ over Wellingborough on 14 June 2004. I can confirm, we had one other
sighting on that date and that was in Bridgend, Glamorgan. We are satisfied that there is no

corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by any
unauthorised aircraft.

Your letter has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 3BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171218 2140
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
D/DAS/64/3/15
Date:

21 April 2004

Thank you for your letter dated 14 April 2004.

First, you mentioned the article that appeared on the 10™ April in The Sun newspaper, regarding
alien abduction/kidnap. The MOD is not aware of any evidence which might substantiate the
existence of extraterrestrial activity. The matter of abduction by alien lifeforms is therefore, a non-
issue as far as the MOD is concerned. Abduction/kidnap in the general sense is, of course, a
criminal offence and would be a matter for the civil police.

You also reported that you saw a round ‘unidentified flying object’ over the Kingsway area of
Wellingborough on the 14 April. We have had two other sightings reported on that date, one in
Essex and the other in Merseyside. We are however, satisfied that there was no corroborating
evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aerial
activity.

In your letter you also refer to crop circles. There is no evidence that these phenomena are caused
by anything of military concern and the MOD does not therefore investigate reported sightings or
carry out any research into them.

Finally, with regard to your letter to the Prime Minister’s office about plans for new weapons that
you believe maybe of interest to the Army or RAF, this is not a matter for this department and your
letter will be passed on to the appropriate area for reply. As for the newspaper clipping about the
cat scare at RAF St Mawgan, this has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

(GTN)

Your Reference

ur Reference
D/DAS/64/3/ 15

Dat
23 December 2003

pear [

1 am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 16™ December, which has heen placed on
our files with your previous correspondence.

Thank you for your Christmas wishes. I hope you to, have a happy Christmas and a peaceful new
year. '

Yours sincerely,
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberiand Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial)

- 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 8000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3/15

Date
18 November 200

[9%)

[ am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letters dated 8 October and 6 November 2003, both
of which have recently arrived in this department.

In your letter of 8 October you referred to a newspaper cutting about residents off California who
believe they have been abducted by aliens. Clearly, any concerns raised by Califprnian citizens
are a matter for the US government. As for the UK, you will be aware from our previous
correspondence, the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existen¢e of
extraterrestrial lifeforms, therefore we have no involvement with alleged alien abductions.

In your letter of 6 November you referred to a letter you have written to Stamforfl Police
regarding a newspaper article which mentioned your Father’s death. I understand they do not
wish to pursue the matter and you believe the MOD is in some way responsible for this. I can
assure you that the MOD has no interest in this matter and has not been contactefl by Stamford
Police.

Finally, with regard to your suggestion that the RAF should police the use of firgworks. As
fireworks are not a threat to the integrity of UK airspace, this is not a matter for the RAF.

Yours sincerely,










Police Station
North Street
Stamford

LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE  Lincolnshire  PES 14D
Telephone: ||| |GGG

Officer Dealing: Inspecztor-

21% October 2003

=

Thank you for your letter dated 1 1 October.

I am sorry that you feel aggrieved by the reporting of the Stamford Mercury, however this does
not constitute a criminal offence and it is therefore not appropriate for the Police to intervene.

I have returned all of your Press Complaints Comunission correspondence shoyld you require it
in the future.

Yours sincerely

~

4 Enst Midlands
CRIVIESTOPPERS
L OB00. 555111

Awarded for Excellence
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liaily Express Wednesday October 8 2003

GPs need to be able to
spot breast cancer signs

IN response to your front page

fticle (“NHS in breast cancer

GPs do not know how to identify

brelst cancer, how many know the
six ¢auses of breast cancer, four of
whidh also cause prostate cancer?

Breast cancer and prostate cancer |.

are cjused by radioactivity,

dioxiny/PCBs.

the latte’ accounting for about three observation concerning the modern-day morals of young
per cent df cases. girls (“Why no woman should submit to degrading,

The highest rates of breast cancer loveless sex”, October 7).
and prostate cancer are in the same At 52, and having had a number of stepdaughters, I am

pesticides, cadmium and
Brea}t cancer is also triggered by

artificial hormone manipulation and
also by genetic hormone imbalance,

locations ajd health authority chiefs confounded by the morals of young females.

hope nobody will notice.

Michael Ryan, their glorification of such standards, particularly with
Bicton Heath, Shrewsbury TV programmes like Ibiza Uncovered and Prickly Heat.

Let’s pay ash to relieve
flood of asylum seekers

YOUR report that asylum seekers
cost the UK £18,000, (“£18,000 for

each asylum seekgr”, October 7) is a true feelings... simply true lust. When will it all change?
very inefficient wayof helping people Steve Humphrey,

from other countries. Stevenage, Hertfordshwe STANDARDS Are young girls’ morals sllpplng"

I think Britain shotjld come to an
agreement with a pooy but safe and
democratic country, such as India,

e | Censorship only

way to stem tide
of loose morals

I CONGRATULATE Vanessa Feltz on a superb

The media must take responsibility for much of this by

Many reality shows, soaps and sitcoms also glorify this
behaviour. Maybe Vanessa feels, as I do, that a certain
degree of censorship should be imposed, if not for the
sake of today’s teenagers, but for girls in primary
schools who have time to develop a standard of decency.

Newspapers and magazines also encourage young
women to live the sexual revolution without mention of

Please write to

- LETYERS TO THE EDITOR,

DAILY EXPRESS,

245 BLACKFRIARS ROAD,

LONDON SE1 9UX

Fax: 020 7620 1643
Email: expressletters@express.co.uk

Letters must include address and telephone number

“

that any asylum seeker\or illegal palaver of means testing? Then Blair railroaded from Want money for special projects?

immigrant arriving in the UK would | those 25 per cent missing out will all real educational needs Anything linked to IT or how about

immediately be deported\{o India. get it. administration systems? No
Britain would give India\£18,000 But it will say that all the rich problem, make a bid and there will

per person and India would give that | pensioners will get it too and how THERE is no need to increase be a fund
person citizenship. This wotjld not

be a breach of anyone’s I
rights as any individual not wanting

Income tax is paid by pensioners schools”, October 6).

can we afford to give this to all of council tax to fund schools
the pensioners? (“Council tax rise fear to aid

somewhere for it.

Many schools are starved of
money for textbooks and basic
resources, buf this government
is too busy ‘icing the cake’ to
satisfy its desire for quick"
publicity to realise most of the cake

to go to India could return to their above the threshold and will even The solution is simply to spend the
own country. things out. Also, by gettingrid ofall | available money on fundamental
Britain would then no longerihave | the paperwork and civil servants educational needs. Tony Blair might
to decide who was a genuine asylum | who administer the pension credit, have been sincere in his desire to has crumbled.
seeker and who was not. Any the extra can be covered. improve state education but he has

genuine asylum seeker escaping
from persecution in their own \.
country would be happy with the

arrangement, whereas economic

migrants would not bother to comé

here any more.

Fewer people would risk their lives

I omg smuggled abroad by criminaj
zzngs. No asylum seeker would haye
i be imprisoned in holding centres
=nd local communities would not
:;:ave the upheaval of absorbing large
numbers of people who may initially
speak little or no English.

The money Britain would pay is

what is being spent gnyway 3
benefit to the people %{ a poc
country would be enorniqus.

Raise pension rate

forget mea

YOUR assertion that ¢

Andrewy Robe

TonbrMge.

eslifig

has no quarrel with nfeans festing’,

(“Make sure needy gdo pet

on pension credit”/E

Editorial, October 7) showg your
naivety and the success offhe
Treasury and civil servantd in
b2~aboozling people into beNeving

hype.

“ceasury, by its own
believes that only 75y
“who should be getilg

S

* “alm So much for been abducted by aliens. Sierra Nevada in the 1840s.
. jer pensioners. - 11 1972 Th&owner of 2 seven-year-old elephant named { 9. Castroville, California, calls itself the artlchoke
“says that £102.10 | Bimbo was awarded $4,500 damages by the Californian capital of the world.
AN “a single person | Supreme Court after a road accident caused the 10. The first Artichoke Queen of Casu'ovﬂle crowned in
’x?,\ N es 1§ rtll"l)t set elephant to lose interest in dancing and water-skiing. - | 1947, was Marilyn Monroe.
\\ ige (] “

iss out
presp

e
S rfewspape

Is this too simplistic a solution for | been railroaded by endless
even the most dullard of Ministers initiatives, all probably costing
to understand? millions of pounds with little effect.
Peter Binns, Our education system is a victim
Glossop, Derbyshire | of this government’s policy of ‘spin’.

SHOULD ENGLAND HAVE DROPPED RIO FERDINAND?

withdrawing Rio Ferdmand from take the drugs test is

unacceptable, so is the

Hles of the game and, with to dry by thg
#¢ breach of regulations, this is the player

correct decision. England
/‘; <
9

N MaecR:
Otd"Windsor, Slough

As the vote-counting finishes in the California electizg,
here are some facts for the governor io think about.

Grove, California, is liable to pay a $500 fine.
2. A creosote bush called King Clone in the Mojave \
/) Desert in California may be the world’s oldest living

i organiso. Its ase hasheen estiipatad as 11.700 yegrsees
. More than one Californian a day claims to have

;-

WELL done to the WHILE Rio Ferdinand’s
Football Association for claim that he ‘forgot’ to

pupishment from the media and
d the the Wpotball Associatign-

This\player has udf been found
( Play€rs are pald more than guilty of\gnythjng - his drug test
engugh money for them to obey was negative/ and being hung out

media is unfair to

'n nslow, Middlesex

4 Ten things you never knewanout... California

8. More turkeys are raised in California than in any
otheér state in the United States.

6. One out of every eight United States residents lives in
1. Anyone molesting a Monarch butterfly in Pacific the state of California.
7. If California were a country, at its current rate of
industrial performance, it would have the seventh-
largest economy in the world.

8. The state motto of California is Eureka! (Greek for ‘1
have found it?) relating to the discovery of goid in the

Ted Bailey,

It is a disgrace that pensioners
could be asked to fund the
extravagance. John Major’s ‘back to
basics’ plea was perhaps
unfashionable but it is what needs
to happen to spending in education.

Terry Hayes,
St Helens, Lancashire

Suicide hombers have
murder in mind first

a. homicidais their
first objective. Havi

murder, their su1c1de RCO;

Suicide is comnu
not bombs. The misuse o
of the ‘suicide’ is an attempt to
their real intentions -

rris Mefidoza)
Westbourne, Bom}emouth

WILLIAM HARTSTON

‘86 YEARS OLD AND STILL

KNOCKING BACK DOUBLES...

HE Home Secretary made a
curious comment at Labour’s
party conference last week.
“We are redoubling our
efforts,” he said, “that more officer
time is spent on frontline policing.”

Now | am sure that Mr Blunkett
means well, and | know that he is a
man who likes to choose his words
carefully, so his choice of the word
‘redoubling’ set me thinking. You
cannot redouble something unless you
or someone else has already doubled
it. But if we now have to redouble our
efforts, clearly the first doubling did
not have enough effect. Indeed, it mus
have been woefully inadequate if we
now have to redouble. It should now b
ohvious to all that we should have
quadrupled right from the start.

Yet Mr Blunkett is not the only one
for whom doubling has had little
effect. Last month, following a win by
the BNP in a council election, a local
Labour spokesman said: “We will now
redouble our efforts in this
community.” Also, in June, Dighy Jones
of the CBI said that EU countries
“should be redoubling their efforts to
make the eurozone more globally
competitive”, while back in January, a
‘senior Government source’ was quote
as saying: “Asylum is one area we still
have not got to grips with. it is a
massive problem and we can only
redouble our efforts.”

The key to the whole problem lies in
that word ‘only’. Clearly there is more
we can do than redouble our efforts.
We could quadruple or octuple them,
or multiply them a thousandfold.

Does a thousandfold increase sount
like an overreaction? Let us just
consider the figures. As a database of
newspaper articles over the past thre
years reveals, there have been 173
instances of the phrase ‘redouble our
efforts’ since the start of the new
millennium and only 11 of ‘double ow
efforts’. That is nearly 16 redoubles
for every double; and if you redouble
16 times after the initial double, you
are left with not just a thousandfold
increase but 131,072 times what yo
started with. And there is still no
evidence that the original 11 problen
have been solved.

r So if this is what is needed to tack

the averagaproblem, why do we
persj ith this ineffective doubling
redoubling strategy? Remarkably

neither ‘quadruple our efforts’ nor
‘octuple our efforts’ occurs even onc

_| in our database. Since almost every

needs redoubling, we could
save a good deal of time and effort |
b quadrupling right at the beginning.

There is, however, another possib’
explanation. Is it possible, we mus
Mr Blunkett and the other redoul
that you are attempting the impossi
iask of redoubling something that h
not been doubled in the first place?
Think of all the initiatives that may
have foundered on such futile atten
{o redouble the unredoublable.

1t is time to bring the situation b
under control. What is calied for is
determined effort to lessen the gap
between doubling and redoubling. (
when that effort is made can we th
of doubling it, and after that perha
we can consider calling for our effc

1o be redoubled.
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From:

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avénue, London,

WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) - 020
(Fax) :
E-Mail das-laopspoi1 a@dgfence.
Your Reference

|
Qur Ref
DIDASIEFATSs |

Date :
3 November 2003

Dear

Thank you for your letter dated 7 August 2003, in which you report a sighting of an
unidentified orange ball over Wellingborough on 4 August 2003.

With regard to your observation. I have looked back through our sighting report files and
can confirm that we received no other reports of ‘UFO’ sightings for 4 August |from anywhere in
the United Kingdom. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to suggest that the
United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised air activity, which as you will be aware
from previous correspondence, is our only interest in these matters.

N
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é it too much. @ TOYOTA

725725 and quote RC3045. www.yaris.co.uk

il. CO, EMISSIONS: 134 G/KM. CALLS TO TOYOTA WILL BE CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE AND MAY BE MONITORED OR
ISTRATION FEE. YARIS T, 1.0 WT- MANUAL 3DR, MANUFACTURERS LIST PRICE £6,995. YARIS T, 1.0 WT-i MANUAL 3DR,
ARIS RETAIL SALES, EXCLUDING T SPORT AND VERSO, REGISTERED BETWEEN 1ST JULY 2003 AND 30TH SEPTEMBER
Of TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES) 35 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £145.00, FINAL PAYMENT (GUARANTEED FUTURE VALUE)
AYMENT) APR 13.2%. BASED ON 30,000 MILES OVER THE PERIOD OF THE AGREEMENT. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGED AT
Y, KT18 5UZ. ALL FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS TO OVER 18's ONLY. INDEMNITIES MAY BE REQUIRED. $£500 TOWARDS
O 30TH SEPTEMBER 2003, AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

WY eersanscman.

isrecycled. .

Britain has the worst junk -

mail problem in Furope. The
number of items posted has
grown from two billion in
1990 to five billion last year.
Currently only 13 per cent
is recovered for recycling,

in the righf direction”, but
added: “It is|difficult not to be
sceptical, given the’ sheer

these targow )
Norman er, the Liberal
Democrats] environment
spokesman, pvelcomed “a step
enormity of fhe problem.”

Nasa probe

will dig for
life on Mars

By Davip DERBYSHIRE
ScIENCE CORRESPONDENT

NASA is to send a probe to
Mars in 2007 to dig for evi-
dence of life beneath the sur-
face, the agency announced
yesterday. ’

The unmanned Phoenix
lander will descend into the
northern latitudes of Mars in
2008 and dig a trench up to
three feet deep. Using a suite
of instruments, it will study
rock, soil and ice for complex
organic molecules suggestive
of present or past life.

If it proceeds according to
plan, the Phoenix will be the
first mission of Nasa’s Mars
Scout programme, a £540 mil-
lion project to study the red
planet.

Four probes will reach Mars
over the next few months.
Britain’s Beagle 2 is sched-
uled fo land on Christinas
Day, while the Nasa landers
Spirit- and Opportunity will
touch down in January. A Jap-
anese orbiting craft will arrive
in the New Year.

The Phoenix will land in a
region of Mars where the sur-
face is thought to consist of up
to 80 per cent ice.

Dr Peter Smith, of the Uni-
versity of Arizona, said: “Vari-
ations in the Martian orbit
allow a warmer climate every
50,000 years. The ice can
melt, dormant organisms
could come back to life, if
there are indeed any, and evo-
lution can proceed. Our mis-
sion will verify whether the
northern plains are a last via-
ble habitat on Mars.”

Soldier found
hanged at base

A 2l-year-old soldier has
been found hanged at his
barracks, the Army said last

night.
The body of L/Cpl Derek

McGregor, a medical techni-
cian from Blackpool, Lancs,
was discovered at Catterick
Garrison, North Yorks. The
police have held an investiga-
tion into his death on July 7
and will report their findings
to the coroner.

£1 loftery
ticket price
may|go up

By Davip Mriiwarp

THE PRICE of a lottery ticket

could risefto meet the short-

fall causqd by the drop in

sales and fall in Camelot’s

profits, it gmerged yesterday.
The cotpany, which is due

need before being
to increase the £1
price forfa Lotto ticket.

were “no plans” to
increasef the price of a ticket
deribed press reports

hbout our discussion
e National Lottery
fssion,” the spokes-
man adlded, on being asked
the talks included
¢ pricing of tickets.

price has been the

opean lottery ticket is
o0 on sale next year. Its
will be two euros or the
sterling equivalent.

Thel lottery commission
said dny decision on a price
increpse would take into
accoynt the impact on sales
and fponey raised for good
causdp.

price

To hep the regeneration programme in frag

MAYHILL AVIATION ANNOUNCE
*WEEKLY DIRECT FLIGHTS

Boeing 747 - 200 Series
rom LONDON GATWICK 10
BASRA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Starting August 18th 2003
~Mayhill Executive Class~
~Mayhill Business Class~
~Mayhill Economy Class~

Londlon Gatwick to Basra IragfBasra iraq to Dubai
DulRi to Basra Irag/Basra irag to London Gatwick

r FREIGHT or CARGO ENQUIRIES:
call +44 (0) 1293 827112
email cargo@eaac.co.uk
I ENQUIRIES AND RESERVATIONS:
call +44(0) 1932 355335

lemail mayhillaviation@fsmail.net
*Sole Charter Only




From

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberiand Ave}we, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218
E-Mail das-laopspolia@d . .

Your Reference
Our Refe
Ot Reference . 4—

Date
24 September 200]

De. [ G-

Thank you for your recent letter in which you report a sighting of an ufiidentified orange
ball on 3 September.

With regard to your observation, I have looked back through our sightinjg report files and
can confirm that we received no other reports of ‘UFQ’ sightings for 3 Septembgr from anywhere
in the United Kingdom. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence tp suggest that the
United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised air activity, which as jou will be aware
from previous correspondence, is our only interest in these matters.

Yous
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From:

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenjue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone ! (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
' (Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

AS/64/3/15

8% Reference
Date
30 July 2003

Thank you for your letter of 19 July.

I am sorry to hear you were unable to attend your Father’s funeral, but as I have sdid in my
previous correspondence, this Department is not responsible for Service pensions gnd I am
therefore unable to assist you with your desire to obtain a pension.

Your suggestions as to how aircraft could achieve quicker response times has beer| noted and your
letter has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely,
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CENTRAL REGISTRY

ROYAL AIR FORCE WITTERING
PETERBOROUGH, CAMBRIDGESHIRE
PE8 6HB

Telephone:
Fax:
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Aven|
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

{(GTN)

ue, London,

0207218 2140
020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference
D/DAS/64/3/ 15

Dat
3 July 2003

I am writing with regard to your letter of 28 June 2003.

In your letter you say you believe we are suggesting you are lying about the UFO|
have reported to us because we have received no reports from other witnesses. T
case and it may help if I explain again why we examine UFO reports.

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of "UFO/f]
matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifefor
remains totally open-minded. The integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is n

sightings you
iis is not the

ing saucer'
, about which it
aintained

through continuous surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air F

ce. This is

achieved by using a combination of civil and military radar installations, which pgovide a
continuous real-time “picture” of UK airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Policing|Area would be
handled in the light of the particular circumstances at the time (it might if deemed appropriate,

involve the scrambling or diversion of air defence aircraft). From this perspecti

any reports of 'unidentified flying objects' we receive solely to establish whether

might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence tha)
Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air
there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external mil
do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believ
that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be {
but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification s
not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our spd
remit.

~ With regard to your claim for a war pension, as I have said in my previous letter,
does not deal with Service pensions and has not been contacted by anyone in the

, We examine
hat was seen
the United
activity. Unless
Itary source we
it is possible
pund for them,
ervice. We could
cific defence

his Department
Veterans Agency

regarding your claim. I am therefore returning your letter from the Veterans Ageficy which you

may wish to keep for reference.




-

In view of the above, there is nothing more I can add and respectively suggest thqt we bring this
correspondence to a close.

Yours sincerely,
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From

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Buildin
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

(GTN)

g, Northumberland Avenlue, London,

0207218 2140
020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3/15

Date
16 July 2003

I am writing with reference to your letters of the 5" and 14™ of July.

With your letter of 5% July you enclosed a tape of an interview you had with MOL
July 2002. T have listened to the tape but as the material it contains are not matte
Department I am unable to comment. Please find enclosed with this letter your t
returning as requested.

Police in
for this

aTe which I am

In your letter of 14 July, you told us that your Father had died last week. Please accept our

sincere condolences. You also informed us of a ball of light you saw in the sky
are satisfied that there is no evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspa
by unauthorised military aircraft on this occasion, which is, as you are aware frq
correspondence, our only interest in this subject.

Yours sincerely,

on 13 July. We
e was breached
m our previous
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FILE NOTE

incontinence pad. For hygiene reasons this has been disposed of and not ing
this file.

I have listened to the tape which is an interview between
Police Officers, hand

Garrison on Wednesday 24 July 2002. Also present was

Psychiatric Nurse,H gives his date of birth as

tape runs from 11.12 hrs to 1203 hrs.

I s by listing several events which have occurred in his local
which he says caused him distress and mental illness. These include the anti

letter of 5/7/2003 included a cassette tape which arrived wragped in an

luded in

area
social

behaviour of his neighbours, people driving through red traffic lights and cr.
to speed cameras. He also mentions a letter he received from a
Argos Ltd which he says distressed him because of the association with the
bomb dropped on Hiroshima in WWIIL.. He also talks about a Major who al
told him he was subject to military law. The pt_t
him that he is not subject to military law, they are MOD Police and are ther
him about an allegation of a serious sexual nature.

_describes in some detail his severe bowel condition and his pr
with Schizophrenia. He believes that his problems were caused when he w.

recruit in the MHe alleges tha
sexually assaulted by tfour other recruits. Lhat one ol them told him he had ¢

would kill if he did not leave the
alleges that when he returned after a period of being AWOL his jumper had
stolen and the Army made him pay for it then shows the MOD)
Officers a number of letters from his Doctors, letters from when he wrote to
Queen and the Prime Minister. He also showed them his large collection of
pornographic homosexual magazines which he admitted to purchasing hims

shing in

at
uclear
gedly
remind
to talk to

a young
he was

been
Police
[HM the

1 over

the last 7 years, but said they disgusted him. He says his “dishonourable distharge

due to lewd behaviour” and his later “inappropriate health due to sexual dep
due to what happened to him during his time in the
entitled to compensation and/or a pension for this.

The tape ends with the she would speak to her Detective Inspe
they were going to take it any further they would contact

It is not clear why sent us this tape as there is only a brief ment|
UFOs on it when he is listing the many people he has corresponded with.

avity” is

He belfeves he is

rtor and if

on of




-

-equested that the tape be returned to him and it was enclosed v
letter of 16 July 2003.

DAS-LA-Ops+Poll

rith my
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|
" File Note: |
1. | ha\}e read through numerous letters to this Directorgte. In
addition to his various "UFQ sightings” as often referred to gther issues
such as pensions, compensation, homosexuality (in the Armed Forces), rg-enlistment
and his own discharge from the Army. | thought it would be sensible, thergfore, to
establish whether or not%has ever been in touch with other arLs of MOD
as our replies have not included inputs on the other issues.
2. | therefore spoke to our Parliamentary Branch about Whether or
not they have received any correspondence from They havejtwo entries
on their database - both dating back to 2000 - as follows: |
a. | "Wantsto rejoin Woolwich Barracks now that the ban‘ on
homosexuality has been lifted in the Armed Forces." :
Sent to: SP Pol-Service Conditions for reply.
Note: | telephoned Ma;or!}n SP Pol-SC. He informed ne that
they have had no correspondence on the subject of homosexualityjfor some
tlme§ He did not recognise name.
b. "Complaints about his treatment at the hands of Northants police.”
Sent to: APC Sec, Glasgow, for reply.

Note: | telephoned APC Sec _

recognised the name of She advised me that
written to APC on numerous occasions from October 1998 to Apri
primarily on the subjects of re-enlistment, compen$ation or back-g

respect of his "illegal" discharge in 1972 and a homosexual assau
1972). s 1=ted that*was placed on the list of vexaf

correspondents in May 2000. He ceased writing tq them in April 2

3. In view of the above, it seems pretty clear tha_ has cor
with the correct Directorates regarding his various subject/matters. We s
safe, therefore, in just acknowledging his future UFO sightings in the kno

the other issues appear to have been dealt with separately.

W

DAS-LA-Ops+Pol
Room 6/71 Metropole Building

15 July 2003

fesponded

dem pretty

ledge that




From: [N

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)
Your Referenke
Our Referencg
D/DAS/64/3/}5
ate
3 July 2003
oexr |
I am writing with regard to your letter of 28 June 2003,
In your letter you say you believe we are suggesting you are lying about the YFO sightings you
have reported to us because we have received no reports from other witnesse$. This is not the
case and it may help if I explain again why we examine UFQ reports.
The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UHO/flying saucer'
matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it
remains totally open-minded. The integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime}is maintained
through continuous surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Afr Force. This is

achieved by using a combination of civil and military radar installations, wh
continuous real-time “picture” of UK airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Pol
handled in the light of the particular circumstances at the time (it might if de
involve the scrambling or diversion of air defence aircraft). [From this persp
any reports of 'unidentified flying objects' we receive solely to establish whe
might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidenc
Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorise
there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an externe
do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We be
that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could

but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identificati

not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations whic
remit.

h go beyond ou

- With regard to your claim for a war pension, as I have said in

regarding your claim. I am therefore returning your letter from the Veterans

may wish to keep for reference.

my previous le
does not deal with Service pensions and has not been contacted by anyone in

i¢h provide a
ifing Area would be
ed appropriate,
ctive, we examine
ther what was seen
that the United
d air activity. Unless
1| military source we
Keve it is possible
lbe found for them,
bt service. We could
specific defence

1
§

trer, this Department
he Veterans Agency
fgency which you




In view of the above, there is nothing more I can add and respectively suggest thdt we bring this
correspondence to a close.

Yours sincerely,
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From_

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)

Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberliand Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3

Date
26 June 2003

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 18 June. We have explained the MOD’s
limited interest in ‘UFO’ sightings and I have nothing further to add.

Your letter has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely



@8 VeteransAgency
\ An Executive Agency of the Ministry of Defence War Pensions Policy

Room 8102

Norcross, Blackpool

Lancs. FY5 3WP

®Tel: Helpline 0800 169 22 77
&@Fax: (Direct
&4 E-mail: veteransagency.gsi.gov.uk

27 June 2003

RE: Your Letter About Applying for Leave to Appeal to the High Court
Thank you for your letter of 22" June which has now been passed to me for reply.

| am writing to advise you that the costs of bringing an appeal to the High Court are
provided for by Rule 28 of the Pensions Appeal Tribunal (PAT) Rules 1980. You should
not have to pay any costs yourself. If you were to be granted leave to appeal, there
would be no requirement for you to attend the High Court in person — your Barrister
would present your case. The Royal British Legion (RBL) is experienced in assisting in
bringing appeals to the High Court. Their officers rely on an experiericed tearn of
lawyers and barristers. Should you wish to contact them, the address to write to is:

The Royal British Legion
48 Pall Mall

LONDON

SW1Y 5JY

Yours sincerel

War Pensions Policy

gl rekimad - -~ -~







From:

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberiand Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 0207218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

DIBREET pe ok

Date
26 June 2003

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 18 June. We have explained the MOD’s
limited interest in ‘UFQ’ sightings and I have nothing further to add.

Your letter has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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W\A‘MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 900
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3

Date
16 June 2003

I am writing to acknowledge receipt to your letters dated 6 May, 29 May and your latest letter
which is undated.

In your letter of 6 May, you mention your difficulties with your request for a war pension. This is
not a matter for this Department, so I am unable to comment. You also talk about crop circles.
There is no evidence to suggest that these phenomena are caused by anything of military concern
and the MOD does not therefore investigate reported sightings or carry out any research into
them. Finally, in this letter you suggest aircraft from RAF Cottesmore and RAF Wittering should
patrol the sky over Anglia. 1 can assure you that the integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is
maintained through continuous surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air Force.
Any threat to the UK would be handled in the light of the particular circumstances at the time.

In your letter of 29 May, you say that your claim for a war pension failed after you sent references
to your correspondence on our files. I can inform you that we have not been contacted by any
other government department regarding our correspondence with you. In this letter, you also
reported a ‘UFO’ sighting on 11 March in Northampton Road., Wellingborough. I have looked
back through our sighting report files and can confirm that we received no other reports of ‘UFO’
sightings for 11 March from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating
evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised military
aircraft.

In your last letter you sent details of your ‘UFO’ sighting on 8 June near the A45. I can confirm
that we received no other reports of this sighting and again we are satisfied that there is no

evidence to suggest a breach of UK airspace.

Yours sincerely,






From:

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3 " P
Date

16 June 2003

I am writing to acknowledge receipt to your letters dated 6 May, 29 May and your latest letter
which is undated.

In your letter of 6 May, you mention your difficulties with your request for a war pension. This is
not a matter for this Department, so I am unable to comment. You also talk about crop circles.
There is no evidence to suggest that these phenomena are caused by anything of military concern
and the MOD does not therefore investigate reported sightings or carry out any research into
them. Finally, in this letter you suggest aircraft from RAF Cottesmore and RAF Wittering should
patrol the sky over Anglia. I can assure you that the integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is
maintained through continuous surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air Force.
Any threat to the UK would be handled in the light of the particular circumstances at the time.

In your letter of 29 May, you say that your claim for a war pension failed after you sent references
to your correspondence on our files. I can inform you that we have not been contacted by any
other government department regarding our correspondence with you. In this letter, you also
reported a ‘UFQO’ sighting on 11 March in Northampton Road., Wellingborough. I have looked
back through our sighting report files and can confirm that we received no other reports of ‘UFQO’
sightings for 11 March from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating
evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised military
aircraft.

In your last letter you sent details of your ‘UFO’ sighting on 8 June near the A45. I can confirm
that we received no other reports of this sighting and again we are satisfied that there is no
evidence to suggest a breach of UK airspace.

Yours sincerely,
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™ he ghosts have been rela--
«WMively quiet recently,” says
* the Earl of Haddington of his
more ethereal fellow resi-
dents at Mellerstain, the
country house in Berwickshire where he

ga as brought up. “Or; actually, no. We've
d

one or two amusing incidents. A friend

| - canie to stay from Dundee. It was his third

stay-over and each time he said he’d heard
someone coming into his bedrc’oom and

_ going out of the other door..

“This Tast time, he heard it again, but it
was very late and he couldn’t be bothered
to sit up and see what it was. Then he
heard childish giggling ¢oming from the

. next room, but he ignored it and went back

to sleep.
. “The next morning, the false teeth that
had been on the bedside table had gone.

We tuined the whole house upside down

" | please) for £
: ' by the amount above

but there was no sign of them. End of story.
They never turned up agam They’re still
out there somewhere.”

Mellerstain, one of the great houses

"built by William Adam, is famously

haunted. Binning - as Lord Haddington is
known to his friends — his wife, Jane, and
their three teenage children, live in one
wing. Guests sleep in the main house.

-Some of the late 18th-century bedrooms

still have four-poster beds, their original
flowery wa]lpaper, no central heating, and
a certain chill in the air.

Bmmng, 61, has the ]ov1al shambolic air
of ‘a kindly character in a Quentin Blake

illustration. He is a great bear of a man and

exudes enormous warmth, vivacity and
humour. You wouldn’t put-him down as a
fellow who believes in ghosts or crop ¢ir-
cles — he might even be the type to say
“stuff and nonsense” to all that sort of

thing, but appearances are deceptive. He

tells ghost stories with utter conviction,
and has been a serious student of crop
circles since 1986.

“Crop circles,” he says, “ﬁrst started in
1975 or thereabouis — or that’s when they
first started to be noticed, shall we say.
Before that, they were probably only small
because if there had been any on the same
scale as today, the Victorians would have
remarked on them.

“There’s been only one incident
recorded in history, the Mowing Devil of
1678. There were no combines or reapers
then, but gangs of men with sickles. A
Buckmghamshlre farmer thought they
were charging too much and said: ‘I'd
rather have the Devil himself do it" Sure
enough, that mght there were great

' flashes, and in the morning his crop was

laid in a circle.”

¢
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In the Eighties, Binning regularly used
to go on nocturnal crop watches in Hamp-
shire and Wiltshire, to’ contribute to the
Cereologist (a magazine devoted to the
phenomenon), and was, for a while, patron
for the Centre for Crop Circle Studies.
These days, he says, he’s freelance, and
studies on: a more private basis, but he
remains just as serious about his subject.
He is not very happy about Signs, the
recent film starring Mel Gibson.

- “I thought it was very bad, he says. “It,

promotes the idea of fear and terror, and
says crop circles are caused by aliens,
which is errant nonsense. At the end;

there’s a shot of an alien holding an-
. unconscious asthmatic boy in his arms.
Out of his wrist a needle appears and, from'

it, a puff of white powder goes up the boy’s
nose.

“Whether this is a warning to children
that aliens come when they’re uncon-

™ scious at night and stuff alien coke up their

noses, or whether he was meant to be an
alien doctor, I' don’t know. Certainly it
wasn’t appreciated by the boy’s father, who
went for him with a baseball bat and killed
him. There was nothing going for that film
at all. It was as historically true as Mel
Gibson’s film about Braveheart.” -
Binning is sitting at the table in his
sunny dining-room. In front of him are a
cup of coffee, a glass of white wine, some
smoked salmon Sandwiches and chocolate

biscuits. But there is also an improbable
.spaghett heap of red and yellow felt cat

collars, complete with bells. As he talks of
ghosts and poltergeists (of which he has

.come across a fair few), and crop circles,

he is all the while conscientiously stuffing
piles of A4 envelopes with the collars and
copies of the bi-annual magazine that he
produces, edits and writes almost entirely
himself, called the Bird Table.

In 1998, Binning set up a charity, about
which he is passionate, called Save Our
Songbirds. He did so because, he says, one

| hundred million small birds are killed

each year by the seven million or more
domestic cats in this country. He has
named this Wednesday National Keep
Your Cat at Home Day. He has 300 mem-
bets, but 500 copies of the magazine, “just
in case I get another 200 members , he
says, laughing.

“If all domestic cats stayed at home one
day a year, theoretically we’d save a lot of
birds. 'm sendirg all the members cat

collars that are brightly coloured and have

a bell to give the bird a certain amount of
warning. They’re also a syimbolic gesture
towards’ saving the birds. The RSPB has
done nothing; or little, to inform people
about their predation by cats because it’s
little old ladies with legacies who fund
their organisation, and a lot are probably
cat owners.” )

These days, it is' the running of his
8,(00-acre estate and SOS that take up
most of Binning’s time. He doesn’t take
photographs as much as he used to (in the
Sixties, he lived in: Beirut and Istanbul and
was the photographer for the Lebanese
Tourist Office), nor does he frequent Wilt-
shire hedgerows or go to London as often
ashe once did.

“Im no longer let in [to the House of
Lords]. I've gone into an upper, upper
chamber, been elevated to the Turfed-Out
Peers Association! I don’t miss it, I never
was a very good speaker and I found a lot
of their work very technical and bureau-

cratic, and I'm not a bureaucrat. I'd -
describe myself as a Scot, a countryman,

and disillusioned - disillusioned by every-
thing, except my famxly »

Could he not add to that description,

“psychic”?

“No more than anyone else. I think it’s
about being in the right place at the right
time, A lot of people will deny what they’re
experiencing because they don’t want to
believe it. I'm fascinated and welcome it —~
to a point.

“I don’t like it following me around -

" I've had that happen to me before, a spirit

followed me for six months, every day, Il 1
avenged him.”

Isn't he a bit of a hippy?

“In the early Sixties, I went on 4 motor-
cycle down to Stonehenge and spent the
night there; no one else bothered in those
days, so I suppose 1 was a bit of a hippy. I
just like the music and the whole good
joke of that sort of madness.”

It is tempting to wonder if Binning ever
tried to convince his fellow peers, some of
them perhaps less disposed than himself

Crop circls' ‘My amily d’t tease me’
Pm no more psychic
than anyone else... but
a spirit followed me
around for six months,
till T avenged him’

to the idea of other-worldly phenomena, of
the mysterious allure of crop circles?

“I never talked about crop circles in the
House of Lords because there was never a
suitable debate. There was once one on
UFOs before I was there, and the transcript
of that is in great demand because it’s so
funny, but that sort of debate will never
happen again. The ' House of Lords has
been taken over by pedants, and there are
no jokes to be had in it these days.

“Crop circles aren’t a joke, though cir-
cle-makers try to make it one; there’s a
conspiracy to make it a tabloid, silly-sea-
son thing.”

Despite his other com:mtments, Bin-
ning manages to find time for crop circlé
study. His plans to write a book about
ghosts and curious happenings — working
title, Tales from the Shadows — are on hold
because he’s too busy.

Binning says his family take his interests
seriously: he has taken his 16-year-old son
George to see some of the good circles and
he was intrigned. “They don’t tease me,”

Binning says, “because I can demonstrate
that there’s a distinct possibility that the
ones I think are real are real. The actual
force involved is entirely ‘mysterious. .1
don’t know what it is, but my guess is that
it’s something to do with electromagnetic
activity of some kind.

“It's definitely nothing to do with aliens;

I don't actually believe in aliens. The only
good alien is a dead alien. If they're com- -

ing here, they’re not coming with benign
intent.”
The explanation for crop circles, accord-

ing to Binning, depends on your belief . -
system, whether you're a Croppy or a crop

circle-maker, he says.
“Croppys believe there’s anomalous

. activity; circle-makers think they make -

everything. From looking at last year’s
activity, I’d say 100 per cent were hoaxed.

The year before, I liked four of the forma- -

tions out of 80 or so. Croppys will tell you
five per cent are man-made, circle-makers
will tell you 100 per cent are. My position
varies from year to year as the circles vary.

“T've never seen a circle being made and”

don’t believe anybody has. People who say
they have, made it up, and why not? It’s-a

good story. I don’t go on waiches any more

because nothing ever happens. But I did
once do a meditation in a barn in Wiltshire
with 15 other pegple and we heard a very
fine, bell-like sound in the field and saw
tiny red, yellow and green lights flashing

on and off in the crop, as well as black, -

stick-like things jumping up and down. !
definitely stayed this side of the fence, but
one man went into the field, fell down,

staggered back to the fence and made no |

sense for half an hour.”

Binning says he thinks that there’s a
parallel existence on earth of a spiritual,
not physical, nature and that is what
causes the lights and the strange sounds
that are captured on tape.

“Circles have changed in the past few
years. The circle-makers’ technology has

got a lot more sophisticated, so they can
now do perfect geometric things, but

they’re frankly dull and repetitive and,

even if they were made by true phenom—

ena, I'd say they were old hat and please

stop it.
“The true ones always have an element

of surprise and there are things to look for

in the flattening technique that aren’t pre-
sent in the circle-makers’ circles — more
than that 'm not prepared to say, for obvi-
ous reasons. The circle-makers can’t
reproduce 'certain aspects of the true
phenomena.”

So as not to give the mischievous mak-

- ers any ideas, Binning says he’s not going’ -
to write anything about crop circles until .
2012. He can’t say why, but that’s the year

he predicts that they will finish, so it will
no longer matter if he writes about them.
“They could stop for good, but the hoax-

ers can’t stop because they say they’re all -

man-made. If the hoaxers stop, they might
be caught out!

" “Something so huge and wonderful
might happen and, if people knew they

were no longer operating, there’d be a .

resurgence of belief in paranormal activity.

“This is exactly what they’re trying to :

stop because circle-makers are scientists

and if you're a scientist these days, you're

not allowed to believe in the paranormal or
the existence of God or anything hke that
That’s why we have such bad science.”

. So saying, Binning sticks. his tongue out
to lick another envelope that he has stuffed
with a copy of the Bird Table, a cai collar
and, with a huge laugh and great gusto,
adds it to the ever-growing pile.
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From_Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations and Policy 1 Room 6/73

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Metropole Building, Northumberland House, London, WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207 218 2140
(Fax)

Your Reference

f
BBREERS— A

Date
2 March 2003

Dear

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letters dated 4 & 7 February and 3 March
2003.

You will be aware from previous correspondence that the MOD has only a limited interest

in UFO matters. Nevertheless, your letters and the associated newspaper cuttings have been
placed on our files.
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| ‘Romantiés? Actor Brian Capror; is

- who plays dastardly murderer 2a t%’é‘;sstm

Tri Dicky, is, Hickey learns; | .ntrol 0%) t‘
tes with former Ultravox | ¥

: 10
d his family. My partner Jacqui:
has known him since the New

ight be mbre prenccupled with
> this planet than with
BOOTED: Patricia Fields at the show e possibility of little gréen men

ears not. For the US:

Stripe me, IS | it momes
1t Catwoman?

WITH her coat of what looks like many
cats, wellies, striped socks and strange
hat, you’d think Patricia Fields was the
last person to advise on style. :

Yet she is responsible for making t%
stars of hit American TV show Sex And
The City look stunning.

Yesterday she was at the Carlos Miele
fashion show in New York after giving
City’s girls Kim Cattrall, Cynthia Nixon,
Sarah Jessica Parker and Kristin
Davies, below, the style treatment.

Vi Tne reattastna. Sainsbury’s /

potato for all seasons.
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Forget money, it’s sheer animal attraction that accounts for...

S THEORIES go, it’s a good one.
We all know that many women
go for older men but until now it
was always assumed the size of
his bank account made all the
' difference, rather than the
mnate manliness of the chap. Not any
more. According to a new theory from a
leac}ifng zoologist, the winning factor is age
itself.
Way back in-the dim and distant past,
when men were cavemen and dinner was
whatever had been caught that morning,
the chances of making it in to old age were
minute. That meant our ancestral senior
citizens, simply by virtue of having made it
to old age, clearly had such splendid genes
to offer that cavewomen simply could not
wait to get a piece of the action. And that
explains why women, to this day, often opt
for an older man.
Actually, what it fails to explain is how
women tend to opt for your very rich older
man — Michael Douglas clearly has an enor-
mous amount to offer but it does include a

portfolio of international properties and the

means to adorn Catherine-Zeta Jones with
some of the best jewellery that money can
buy but, anyway, who’s surprised? Of
course, women prefer older men and you
don’t need a degree in zoology to work that
out. Older men are massively more attrac-
tive than their blundering young counter-
parts: unlike the twentysomethings, they
know their way around a wine list, they are
on good terms with all the best restaurants
and they never, ever expect you to go
Dutch.

In fact, the more you think about it, the
more that theory holds water — by virtue of
being older, men are more attractive. Men,
like wine, mature with age. It has long been
established that girls mature faster than
boys; what is not so often explained is that
this process continues well into the chap’s
40s. Come on, honestly, who would you
rather spend an evening with: a twenty-
something chap who had spent the after-
noon at the footie, rounding it off with a-pint

or 10 with his mates, or a fortysomething : -

who had divided the day between his tailor
and his stockbroker and was taking you out
for a celebratory splash?

OUNG men, to be frank, are a bit

of a pain. They are so competitive:
disagree with one word they say
and it heralds the outbreak of the Third
World War. If you earn more than they do,
they say youre sleeping with your
manager. And you are attempting to emas-
culate them should you ask for help with
the washing-up. I you have any sense, you
will be-sleeping with your manager rather
than your spotty and frankly unappealing
contemporary — he at least will know that
there is a big difference between flowers
from florists and petals from petrol stations
and that presents are for every day and not
just twice a year.
But there are limits. Twenty years would

seem fo be the best age gap — anything-

more and it looks a bit grotesque — and then
it depends on the man.

Rod Stewart has had more than his share
of young women but these days he all too
often looks as if he is escorting his daughter
around town. Harrison Ford, on the other

hand, looks even better than as a youngster
and there is even talk of another Indiana
Jones movie.

Now, there will be those who carp about
matters nocturnal: an older man can give
you a big diamond, they say, but not that
big a thrill at night. What nonsense. Yes,
energy levels might not be what they
once were but years of practice more than
make up for that. We’re talking quality

‘here, not quantity - it’s like a pianist who
has spent decades practising and 1s now .

at his peak.

‘An hour or so of bliss beats a night-time
of saying “No, not quite there” and “Yes,
of course you were wonderful, darling”.
Have you ever noticed how young men
combine arrogance with being seriously
insecure?

Older men are also so much better com-
pany. Michael Douglas talks fondly about
how he can en]oy Catherine’s career

e

fall

‘DO YOU THINK
I'M SEXY? Penny
Lancaster Is

-currently

-enjoylng the
attentions of

| wrinkly rocker
Rod Stewart

because he’s been there, done that and
these days can relax and take it easy. How
many young men do you hear saying that?
Older men have worked out what is
really important in life: young men really do
not understand the importance of families
and children - even if they have them, they
often take second place to work. Older men

have seen a bit of life, they know that what
- you gain on the swings you lose on the

roundabout, that bad things happen and
that life is not fair They are more philo-
sophical... they have to be. They are facing
what we all must face — mortality.

There is the only downside: they are
going to go before you. But take heart. The
world is changing and by that time you will
know your way around a wine list and be on
nodding terms with the maitre d’.

That means it’s fime to take on a toy boy
- and train him up for a younger woman.
It’s the 21st-century cycle of life.

' l “Blimey. I thought it was all about oil.” “Nah,

- I - bright lights over Baghdad, yeah.

17

John
‘Ingham
The Express
Victor
Melirew

HE big bear .of a man put his paw round
his pint, took a huge swig and showed
: what talent the British have for talking
bull. “Of course, the reason Blair wants a
war is because he’s part of the Bruvverhood.”
“What’s that, then?” asked his tattooed pal, in
between swigs. “It’s an international secret
society what rules the world, mate. And they’re
out to get Saddam because he knows too much.”

it’s the Bruvverhood, mate. They’re allinit-.
Bush, Blair and; er; well, you name ’em, they’re
in it. It’s a global conspiracy.”

“Well, if it’s a secret society, how come you
know about it?” “Exactly, mate. They let just
enough info out, not too much, not too little, to
keep us in our place.”

A man in a Yankees baseball cap couldn’t
resist chipping in. “Well, I'd heard that it’s
because Saddam’s been visited by a UFO. This
mate of mine, yeah, well his second cousin’s
husband, yeah, used to be a Para. And he says,

-yeah, that one year ago there was loads of

« - “Aliens came
,down and Saddam
them.
And, yeah, he’s
getting all their
powers. That’s why
they gotta stop
_him. Fancy
another pint?”
Just along the
bar were two
middle-aged men,
one in a Seventies-
style motor racing
jacket and the
other a front-
runner for beer
drinker of the year.
The slimmer, balder one sald “You see, I just
have to win. At everything. Take squash. Now,
I’'m not exactly superfit, am I
. Mr Tetley declined to give hxm the boost he
- obviously wanted.
“Well, OK, I admit, I'm not exactly superfit
but I did beat old Jason - and he’s 15 years
 younger than me and an ex-Marine.” “Yeah,
well, sport ain’t about fitness, is it? I mean, I've
made a study of this. It’s not by chance that
teams like Man U win. I’s because they have a
game plan,
.7, L,ook at Man U. Do they win because they're
er-or have superior players? Nabh, it’s
ve worked out the other side’s
id they stick to their game plan.”
r continued not having a '

‘Aliens came
down, Saddam
captured
them and
he’s getting
all their
powers’

pai
ation, the bear was still away with the
s in the barmy corner.

“Of course, the big mistake the Yanks made
in Vietnam was not using their secret weapon.
They had a top secret plane that could sniff out
Viet Cong. But they didn’t use it. Madness.”

“How come you know about it?”

“Contacts, mate, contacts. In the last Gulf
War, the SAS had Saddam cornered. They
tracked him down and were about to pull the
trigger but they got a message ordering them
to pull out. The politicians bottled it.”

“Yeah. You.know, the Americans have
I satellites so sophisticated that they can read
the small print in a newspaper - through
concrete. They've got smart weapons so smart
they can be programmed to take out named
people. They actually hunt men down. My
round, mate.”

- _If only talking complete clap-trap was an
Olympic sport. Britain would win gold, silver |
and bronze every time.

® What drives you crazy? E-mail me at
victor@ax:press.co.uk




THEUnited ‘Nations” - ¢his
weapons inspector Hans Blix:
is preparing to support mili-:
tary action against Iraq by
declaring itin cléar “matenal
breach” of resolutions calhng
forit to disarm.

.~ ‘Theverdiet, to be dehvered
to the. United Nations Sec- -
urity ‘Couneil a week today,

China under. immense pres--

sure to -agree: to “a- military
- onslaught against - Saddam

Hussein. - -
- Ministerial- source
 night predicted that

aging - split. -between the
- United States and Britain on
_-one side and the other three
'-~‘:veto—w1eldmg members -of

the ‘Security Council could -
+ :now-be. averted.

Last night an Iraqi official
also ‘appeared to break the
deadlock by claiming that

. 'weapons scientist had agreed
1. to meet: UN inspectors on
~.-his own ~ a key demand of
November’s Secunty uneil
resolutxon 1441 ;

SEVEN people were arrested
yesterday as the nationwide
police operation against
suspected Al Qaeda-linked
terrorist cells was stepped up.
Six men and one woman
were being questioned after a
series of early-morning raids in
Edinburgh, London, Manchester
and Glasgow. Suspects arrested
in England were takento
Scottish police stations. .
- Security sources said the raids
were connected to the discovery

Patrick O'Flynn

will place Russia, France and ..

Politieal .Editor. .

: “déeply ‘frustrated”. vnth the

lack of cooperation from Irag;
leading to a surge in“confi- -
dence in ‘Whifehall that he
will “throw.the book” at
Saddam next week.

A Government source: sald
“Countries which-have called
on:Britain and America to: -
take-their: lead from' ‘Hans
- Blix will ‘be honour-bound to
do thesame. - :

“Barring -‘,some drastlc ~
breakthrough over the next
‘seven:days; we believe:that
Dr:Blix’s report: will build
~on ‘the case ‘delivered by
Colin : Powell - rather than
weaken it? . - :

:On: Tuesday French Pres
ident Jacques: Chirac said he
was reluctant to go to war

cause of his: determination

, verdlct of Dr.Blix

ing military action.
- Meanwhile: Dowmng Stree,
appeared to ‘set’an absolute:

outer limit for military actlon _

hekd n ntioni

- Deputy Chief Constable Tom

* By John Twomey

of traces of the deadly poison
ricin at a flat in Wood Green,
north London.

. Police officers and forensic
experts wore protective body -
armour as a precaution. .

., Lothian and Borders Police
led the operation, assisted by
Greater Manchestér Police, the
Anti-Terrorist Branch of the

‘Metropolitan Police and
;Strathclyde Pollce Lothian

"~ Wood said the raids had been

“carefully co-ordinated” and
“executed successfully”.

He added: “Although searches
of the addresses are continuing,
it is important to stress that

there has been no discovery of

dangerous substances.”
Two mén were arrested in

Edinburgh, two in London, oneé in
‘Greater Manchester, and a man’
- and a'British woman in Glasgow.

The suspects - believed to be .

e raids

mostly Algerian asylum seekers —
were detained under the
Terrorism Act 2000. The search
of the flats was expected to last
for around two days.

Yesterday’s arrests are likely
to be followed up by similar
operations.-in the coming weeks. -

The mvestlgatlon into the

life'of

By John Ingham
Defence Editor

alleged ricin plot has clalmed the

BRITAIN yesterday accelerated the

- countdown to war by ordering one third

of the RAF’s planes to the Gulf.
Defence Secretary. Geoff Hoon com-
mitted 100 aireraft — including about 75

- bombers and fighters —~ and 8,100 men

and women to the Middle East. This
takes the number of British men and
women set for Gulf operations to around
42,000 — on a par with the last Gulf War.
The RAF force includes Tornado
bombers and fighters, Harrier bombers
and Jaguar reconnaissance planes.
They will be armed predominantly with
precision “smart” bombs and missiles.
And they will be acecompanied by
Awacs spy-in-the-sky planes as well as
VC-10 and Tristar tankers to provide air-

‘to-air refuelling for the RAF and US

Navy warplanes flying from carriers.

There will also be 27 Puma and .
Chinook helicopters, while RAF Hercules
and C-17 transporters are expected to
ferry men and equipment to bases in
Kuwait, Turkey and Saudi Arabia.

The planes are being drawn from
around the country, including Tornado
GR4 bombers from RAF Lossiemouth in
Moray, Tornado F3 fighters from RAF
Leuchars in Fife, Tristars and VC-10s
from Brize Norton in Oxfordshire, and
Chinooks from RAF Odiham in
Hampshire. The force is due in the Gulf
“in a matter of days, not weeks”. -

The British force will join 600"
American warplanes based in and
around the Gulf and on four US aircraft
carriers within striking distance of Iraq.

Britain has already committed one
quarter of its Army, 4,000 Royal Marine
Commandos and a 17-ship Task Force.

Mr Hoon told MPs the British air
package, which includes 25 Tornados,
Jaguars and tankers already in the
Middle East, would contribute to the
“building of a credible threat of force”.

He added: “Time is running out. The
Iraqi regime must decide whether it will
comply with 1ts obhgatxons or face the'
consequences.”

The Allies are counting on a devastat-
ing blitz by their warplanes to destroy
Saddam’s military infrastructure and
turn the Iraqgi people against him.

Allied intelligence believes that he can
only rely on a small force of the
Republican Guard. They are described
as “like Nazi blackshirts” who cruelly
put down any dissent. This force may
fight to the last because it knows that it
is doomed if Saddam falls. :

But one senior source said: “We be- -
lieve they will be sorted by their own peo- .
ple out long before we get near them.”

The blitz, more powerful and precise -
than in the 1991 Gulf War, will pave the
way for troops to mvade Iraq. :

~ Powell’s Mlddle

East peace hope

US Secretary of State Colin

night. outlined his high hopes for a . .

Middle East free of Saddam Hussein:
~Mr Powell fold the Senate Forelgn

-Relations Committee in Washmgton that

American interests in the region would
be bolstered, while progress ‘could be
made in the Arab-Israeli Jpeace process.
Mr Powell said he expected attacking
Iraq could cause “some difficulties”; par-
ticularly:in the ‘months ‘after a' war, but

“added; “There is also the. pos51b111ty that

success could fundamentally reshape

" that regton ina powerful posmve Way »
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ngspan. Up to 45t 7m

' -Upgraded version of the RAF's main attack plane from the 1991 GquWar. Currenﬂy

enforcing the No Fly Zone over southern Iraq.
Has recce (GR4A) and bomber (GR4) versions. Two-man crew of pllot and
nawgator who also. "palnts“ targets with laser forvlaser gunded bombs to home

Imaging Alrborne Laser Designation:bombs used in

. the Gulf War and:Kosovo; but which struggied to work -

-RAF HARRIER GR7:  Length: 46ft 4i- Wingspan: 30ft:4in
Single-seater bomber. Can fly.from air-bases; aircraft carriers:
or.short air strips just behind front line.
Carries Sidewinder missiles for self defence. Bombs include
RAF's Jatest weapon, the heat-seeking 6301b Maverick, the
bunker-busting Paveway missiles and tank- bustlng CRV- ,
7-rockets Top» speed.of 661mph : :

Length: 54ft 9in
Wingspan: Up to 45ft 7in »
RAF fighter. Fought in 1991 Guif War, Carries 4
Sky Flash radar -guided missiles and 4 Sidewinder

Mr Kim told BBC Radio 4’s Today-
“The situation.is .
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debts. Two lenders - Sainsbury’s
Bank and the One account, formerly
Virgin One - immediately cut their
mortgage rates, while the Halifax
and Nationwide said they would make
an announcement in due course.

Other lenders appeared to have
been caught by surprise, with the
majority saying they had no immedi-
ate plans to cut rates.

John - Butler;, UK economist at
HSBC, said: “This is one of the biggest

- September 92
Black Wednesday

February '95
Nick Leeson,

Baring’s bank scandal

__ May’'98

Labour came to powe

gambles any central bank has taken —
cutting rates when house price infla-
tion is close to 30 per cent and inflation
is already above the target.

“They .are being a global player
and taking \heir eye off the domestic
economy. This could have terrible
consequences for the UK.

“The risk of a housing market bub-
ble and rising consumer indebted-
ness have now been exacerbated and
it’s true to say the Bank is playing
with fire.” Ruth Lea, head of policy
at the Institute of Directors, said:

“There is no doubt that economic
clouds are gathering. A possible war
with Iraq is draining confidence, the
markets are very jittery and the
manufacturing sector has been in
recession for nearly two years.”
Paula John, .editor of Your
Mortgage magazine, warned: “The

housing market is truly overheated
in some areas and price increases

continue unabated. This rate cut
could add further fuel to an already
raging fire.” If lenders pass on the
latest cut, home owners will see their

monthly repayments on a

TESTS PROVE,
YOU'RE BETTER

OFF WITH
NOTHING

Absolute zero.\That's what our

introductory rate is fixed at until
1st October 2003 for both balance
transfers and purchases. The same
goes for the annual fee. But you do
get to choose hetween a Classic or
Gold Card, a Visa or MasterCard.
Call us free on the number below
now and discover that making big

FIXED UNTIL
01/10/03

0%
14.9%

APR Variable

£60,000 loan fall from £377.46
to £368.45.

Michael Coogan, director
general of the Council of
Mortgage Lenders, said:
“The decision to cut rates

desire to sustain confidence
" in the econéimy at a time of
polifical uncertainty: -
“But it’s unlikely to herald
a further round of aggres-
sive interest rates cuts. The
cut may be a short-term
bonus for borrowers, but the
uncertain longer term out-
look reinferces the message
that they should avoid over-
commitment.”

ael Howard said the deci-
sion to cut rates was a mea-
sure of the Bank’s concern
about the state of the econo-
my. “This gives the lie to the
complacency of the Chan-
_cellor and the Prime Mini-
ster and shows there are
serious causes for concern.”
But the cut was welcomed

L by industry. Roger Lyons, of

union Amicus, said: “We
don’t believe it is enough, but
at least it will relieve some of

has -been triggered by a

Shadow Chancellor Mich-

[+~ Twin Tower disaster

September 11 2001

SHOPPING AROUND: Dick Hutchings

I'll switch loans to
get a cheaper deal

HOUSEHOLDER Dick Hutchings will aim
to take advantage of a cheaper mortgage
following the latest base rate cut.

“I've remortgaged many times to get a
cheaper deal,” says Dick, a 40-year-old IT
professional with a house in west London.

Two years ago he moved to a two-year,

: jﬁ'

“stifling

DYNAMITE: Brown is
critical of France '

Brown’s
broadside
crushes
euro fight

EXCLUSIVE
By Patrick O’Flynn
Political Editor

GORDON Brown is
about to give a blow
to pro-single curren-
cy campaigners hy
issuing a damning
report on the Euro-
pean economy.

The report takes
eurozone econeomies
to task for failing to '
move fast enough
towards free market
principles.

The indictment of
eurozone Tred tape
employers,
investors and retail
competition is “dyna- -
mite”, a Government
insider said last
night.

“This is the final
nail in the coffin of a
euro referendum any
time soon.

“It is a forensic dis-
section of economic
under-performance
and complacency in
mainland Europe.”

The report will
make clear the eco-
nomies must be more
dynamic and flexible.
before it would be in
Britain’s interests to
sign up to the single
currency. -

Mr Brown’s report
will criticise coun-
tries such as France
for failing to open
up their energy and

savings needn't be rocket science. the pressure on thousands fixedirate loan which slashed the cost of :::&cszgil;l utl;"ézmls_
of manufacturing jobs.” ~ his monthly repayments. Now he’s keen tition from Britain
0 8 0 0 4 4 4 2 42 In a statement, the Bank | to move his loan-again. He said: “Ill be Slow progress i
of England said the decision looking for better-value deals from other liberalising labour,
- - was necessary to keep infla- lenders by comparing the monthly product and capitai
tion on track. payments I would have to make. ' . :
oy : g markets will be link-
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A POLICE offic
forward ta getti
beat.

Lynn Duguid joined the Corby
division in 1987 as a teenager
after leaving school in Iinverness.

She started doing general
duties and later moved to the
control room. After the birth of
son Connor she became a neigh-
bourhood watch co-ordinator.

in 1997 PC Duguid, 34, took a
career break when husband

looking

a1l

IS back on pétrol

Puggie, an RAF engineer, was
posted to Germany.

After two vyears there, two
years in Northern ireland, and the
birth of second son Gavin, she
returned to Corby in July and
started back at work this week.

She said: “I'm happy to be back.
Everybody is so friendly.”

PC Duguid will become commu-
nity beat officer for the Hazel Leys
and Exeter estates in a month’'s
time.




From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3 2

Dat
3 February 2003

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letters dated 13 December 2002 and 16 January 2003.

You will be aware from our previous correspondence that the MOD has only a limited interest in

UFO matters. Nevertheless, your letters and the associated newspaper cuttings have been placed
on our files.

Yours sincerely,
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Daily Mail, Friday, December 13, 2002

“ DIAGEOQO, down 1%p to 665p,

I will be a big relief, even

| Downward swing

—into

" year and scrapped the

 OIL and gas production

-that Britain’s booming

Pensions worry

" balloon by 55pc to £43bn,

- Wall Street

Diageo close to
Burger King deal

is close to selling Burger
King for less than £1bn. An
end to the agonisingly slow
sale to a US private equity
group led by Texas Pacific

though the price tag has
slumped by a third since the .
original agreement five o
months ago. BK has been hit
by a price war with
McDonald’s, and Texas
Pacific has struggled to

raise the money.

Gold soars

GOLD leapt to athree-year
high on war and US
economy fears, rising $6 in
New York to $332 an ounce.

Shake-up costs

UPMARKET brand
Mulberry said the recent
boardroom struggle, when
founder Roger Saul stepped
aside, will cost £900,000 in
fees and payoff. First-half
pretax losses rose from
£959,000 to £1.1m.

Read all about it

THE OFT is toliberalise the
wholesale market for )
distribution of newspapers,

iving retailers greater

eedom to sell papers on to
other shops in a move that
may encourage new firms to
enter the market.

E‘;\TGINEElt{ vg§ Atkins
PP pretax loss
from a £14.6m profit last

interim dividend. It is
working on new bank
facilities.

. - [ ]
£42m qushes in
group Paladin Resources
raised £42m in a heavily
backed rights issue at 66p to
help pay for the £97m
acquisition of a portfolio of

North Sea assets from BP
and Amerada Hess.

‘Safe as houses’

CHANCELLOR Gordon
Brown dismissed concerns

housing market could
destabilise the economy
because of the large :
mortgage debt burden.

Called to account

TOM Dales, auditor of failed
finance group Versailles was
thrown out of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants.
Dales, partner in the Nunn
Hayward practice, was
expelled after admitting
breaches of professional
ethics and standards.

US and UK utilities saw
their pension fund deficits .

says UBS. National Grid,
Centrica, Scottish Power
and AWG are among the 10
most exposed. .

IN New York the Dow Jones
index closed 50.53 points
down at 8538.61. i

DEALERS should be prepared for
some aggro at Aggregate Industries. A
man in a hard hat tells me that shares
of the sand and gravel giant could soon
be demolished by a profit warning.
They came under. selling pressure as
rumours of an imminent trading state-
ment swept the market, falling to 70p
before closing 4p lower at 71p.

AI has been hit by the very same thing
that caused RMC (30%p down at 354p).
to warn the market yesterday that full-

- year pretax profits will fall around £25m

‘short of expectations. Bad weather!
Aggregate should repeat RMC’s sorry
tale that extremely poor weather con-
ditions-in eastern US and especially
wet weather in Europe during October
and November has c¢rushed profits.
Chief executive Peter Tom should warn
too that uncertainty in its major mar-
kets will continue well into next year.
Tom is hugely ambitious, with a good
record on corporate deals. Rumours
have been rife in recent weeks that he

has Ennstone (¥%p dearer at 36p) on his .

radar screen. But that is unlikely now
because he appears to have more fun-
damental things on his mind.
Reflecting growing concerns that the
housing market is slowing after Berke-

ley Group (22%p easier at 525%p) con- .

firmed that demand for large luxury
apartments and detached houses in

the South East is waning, investors .

slammed the door on housebuilders.
Barratt Developments lost 18%p to
360p, Bovis Homes 8p to 333%p, Coun-

.tryside Properties 6%p to 151%p, Per-
simmon 30p to 357%p, Westbury, 17p.to..

257%p and George Wimpey 18%p.to
214%p. Banks were dragged lower by

- worries that a déteriorating housing

market increases risks that customers
will renege on_ loans_Abbey National

—fell 28p 10 520p, Alliance & Leicester

MARKET REPORT

by Geoff
Foster

23%p to 755p, Lloyds TSB 14p to
449%p, Northern Rock 24%p to 626p
and Royal Bank of Scotland 37p to
1483p.

Weak financials put the boot into
the Footsie, which lost 39.6 points to
3935.3. Despite better-than-expected
US November retail sales, Iraqi war
jitters got the better of Wall Street. It
lost an early 26-point gain to trade 78

" lower. Sterling hardened to $1.581,

with the euro at 64:4p and $1.02.
Water company Severn Trent
gushed 20p to 679p after regulator
Ofwat said it would allow it to charge
customers more next year, reversing

an earlier preliminary decision.. .

Charges will now rise by 2pc from 2003
to 2004 and 2.2pc thereafter. Merrill
Lynch upgraded to neutral from sell.
Almost 20m shares 'in computer
games retailer Game Group were

M HUNGRY punters were licking their
lips at the prospect of corporate activity
at Aim-listed Bank Restaurant, %p better
at 4%p. Hopes that a bid could be on the
‘menu came after investor John Moxon
bought a further 2.9m shares giving him
6.4m, or 14.99pc, and sparking heavy
speculative buying. Moxon could even
increase his-stake t6'29.9pc in the hope
it flushes out another interested party.

to sell after Wednesday’s disastrous
trading statement, Rolls-Royce suc-
cumbed to nervous selling and lost

New alerts
deepen
the gloom

A SERIES of profit
warni from all sections
of industry yesterday
underlined the deepening
woes of the UK economy.
lGrifts I;f%i’lsentlﬂse;;eze
slumpe 0 as
traded. The close was 17%p down at mves‘t’.,rs wexl-)e djsgu!s)ted by
83/p after Evolution Beeson Gregory | its fourth profit warning in
repeated its sell recommendation. two years. RMC and Robotiec -
Analyst Peter Read, who advised | Technology Systems also
clients to unload at 108p in October, | disappointed.
repeated that competitive retail pres- Kleeneze’s door-to-door
.- Sure is growing in the run-up to | catalogue arm is doing well,
Christmas. This increases the risk of | but Christmas book and gift
erosion of margins and probable | standsin office buildings ™ .
future earnings disappointments. are making a loss. The
The average price of a computer | group made a £22m pretax
game is about £45 while Argos and | loss during the first half
Dixons are now selling at below £30. | againsta £2m profitlast .
Read says that in the last price war, | year It surprised investors
Game’s gross margins dropped from | by scrapping the dividend
33pc to 31pc. This fed through to a | due to the ‘unclear outlook’.
6pc fall in EBITDA margins from 11pc | Analysts slashed full-year
to 5pe. estimates from £10mto £6m.
As defence giant BAE Systems Concrete group RMC,
crashed a further 27p to 104p afterits { down 30%p fo 354p, warned .
house broker ABN Amro downgraded | profits were hit by the wet -

November in Europe and
poor weather in the eastern
US. It expects profits before

3Y%p to 112%p. exceptionals will not exceed -
A fund manager said a pension fund | £145m, compared with

deficit of £700m to £800m, exposure | forecasts for £170m.

to the commercial aerospace down- Ken Rumph at Merrill

turn (45pc of sales) and debt of | Lynch said: ‘Although the -

£1.2bn were good reasons to sell. ‘group’s record of under- -
Specialist magazine publisher | achievement and self- .

Wilmington rose 4%p to 66p. Chief | inflicted problems make the

executive Charles Brady bought
500,000 and finance director Basil
Brookes 150,000, both at 63p.

claims of weaker markets -
and bad weather seem like
excuses, we believe the

Madisons Coffee edged up ¥p to 5%p | recession is finally catching
after chairman Nigel Whittaker said | up with the construction
sales since year-end have been 3pc | sector.’ Rivals such as

" higher on a like-for-like basis. Christ- | Hanson and Aggregates -
‘mas trading is ahead-of last year. Industries could also suffer.

Cluff Mining gained 1p to 171p on Automated machinery
an Investec Securities strong buy rec- | group Robotic Technology,
ommendation after a better-than- | down 6%p to 59%p, blames
expected resource upgrade at Blue | tough markets in the US
Ridge and Sheba’s Ridge projects in | industrials division for
South Africa. ) missing forecasts.

STRICKEN nuclear power
generator British Energy

BE fortunes ‘bleak’
as its losses mount

By Stephanie Bentley gublic money and branded

he nuclear industry ‘a com-

‘slumped £337m into the
red at the half-way stage.
The loss, swollen by huge
writedowns, was even
worse than expected.

~ Government fixer Adrian
Montague, the banker
drafted in to save BE from
insolvency, warned its for-
tunes were ‘bleak’.

He said: ‘The combina-
tion of high fixed costs for
our nuclear stations and
low power prices, coupled
with our lack of tied retail
outlets and a high level of
unscheduled outages, has

. inflicted terrible damage.’

Montague has until Feb-

ruary 14 to persuade banks

and bondholders to agree a -

last-ditch rescue plan.
Early signs show the two

sides are far apart. AOne
source close to the creditors
said: ‘It istoo early to say ifa

deal can be reached. BE has

its ideas and we have ours.’
BE has survived so far

thanks to a £650m govern-

ment lifeline. But the final

- bill to the taxpayer for keep-

ing BE afloat, inciuding pay-
ing massive nuclear clean-up

- costs, could top £3bn.

Energy Minister Brian Wil-
son denied a government
bail-out yesterday and
added: ‘This is not a great
outcome for anyone - but
the alternatives are worse.’

However, - environment
group Friends of the Earth
slammed the government
for wasting vast sums of

plete liability’.

BE shares fell 0.9p to 6.95p
as its deficit ballooned from
£15m losses previously.

big writedowns in the £5bn
value of its nuclear power
.stations. Before exception-
als, operating losses were
£38m against £70m profits
previously. Jens Jantzen,
analyst at Bear Stearns,
branded the figures ‘partic-
ularly disappointing’.

Poorer trade was blamed
on unplanned shutdowns at.
two plants and falling elec-
tricity prices, down 35pc in
the past two years.

BE said talks were ‘pro-
gressing well’ on the sale of
its stake in Canadian gener-
ator Bruce Power.

It also warned of further -

Power failure: Montague warns of further writedowns

Boots starts hunt for new head

BOOTS has hired head-
hunters to find a replace-
ment for chief executive
Steve Russell.
The 57-year-old, who
"~ took over in 2000, is due to
retire at 60, but he could be
gone within a year.
~ Though core retail trad-
ing is relatively strong,

international setbacks and

By Lucy Farndon

strategy U-turns have frus-
trated the City.

Russell joined Boots in
1967. It is felt that fresh
blood from outside could
revitalise the group, and
outgoing Arcadia boss
Stuart Rose is in the frame.

“of pharmacy licences, due

Strong sales in the run-
up to Christmas may buy
Russell some breathin
space. Indications are tha
the retailer will beat fore-
casts for 5pc growth.

However, the OFT review

next Tuesday, is likely to
result in greater competi-
tion for Boots.

Shops feel the pinch

SHOPPERS are tightening their belts this year amid con-

-cerns about the economic outlook, says Deloitte & Touche. Its

Christmas survey says retail sales may grow just 3pc, com-.
pared with 7pc so far this year. Head of consumer business
Richard Lloyd-Owen says: ‘It would be a major disappoini-
ment for retailers.’ : )

But analysts are fairly sanguine since the uplift comes on
top of strong growth last year. Peter Jones at broker Peel Hunt -
says: ‘Sales are not going to romp away, bul most retailers
will do OK.’ Clothes shops are faring the worst since the mild
November weather hit sales of winler coats.
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‘Contracts culture at the

heart of BAE's misfortunes

by Richard
Inder

AE SYSTEMS lost more

than a fifth of its market

value yesterday amid

fears that its latest shock
profit warning heralded areturn
to the troubled past for
Europe’s largest defence con-
tractor.

Its broker ABN Amro ducked for
cover, switching its advice to investors
from ‘buy’ to ‘sell’. It said BAE’s warn-
ing late on Wednesday of ‘substantial’
cost overruns and delays on £4.8bn of
aircraft and submarine contracts had
created uncertainty throughout the
business.

The broker said: ‘When [defence]
contracts go wrong, they sadly tend to
g0 more wrong.’

However, ABN Amro was simply
~adding its voice to a growing consen-

sus about BAE’s prospects. The 27p

plunge to 104p yesterday underscored

four years of decline that have seen its
“value shredded by £13bn to just £3bn.

Inyestors believe the latest warnings
over the Nimrod maritime surveillance
aircraft and the Astute nuclear subma-
rine show management has lost its grip
on the business.

They suspect the root is in a culture
that promotes executives — who are
adept at securing large defence con-
tracts ~ rather than people who are
expert at implementing projects, meet-
ing fierce deadlines and dealing with
?aljlftmg edge technologles prone to

ure.

Chief executive Mike Turner put his .

name on the radar screen by making

big strides in securing the £19bn order .

for Eurofighter combat aircraft.

Chairman Sir Richard Evans played a -

major role in securing the key Al
Yamamah deal with the Saudi govern-
ment in the late 1980s. This is
expected. to last for 30 years and

2%

generates £2bn a year for BAE.

The problems have been brewing

. for some time and observers say
BAE should have warned of the
impending problems — at the very
least — at its annual update in Sep-

tember. The company first revealed
in 2001 it was not making any
money from the Nimrod when it
took a £300m loss on the contract.

Then last month, it said the first
of the upgraded aircraft, originally

due in August this year, would not
fly until late 2003: Difficulties with
the Astute submarine project first
surfaced in July when BAE told the
Ministry of Defence that the first
vessel - due in 2005 — would not be

Future carrier:

delivered before late 2006. Finally,
the group should have provided
some guidance on the likely cost of
the problems. Pessimistic analysts
believe the Nimrod and Astute set-
backs could cost as much as £1bn,

potentlally Emg out all of thls
year’s profits, threatening its divi-
dend and taking its net debt from
£1.6bn to £3.6bn.

This is an ominous echo of BAE's
predecessor, British Aerospace,
which was driven to the edge in the
early 1990s after a sharp decline at
its commercial aerospace arm saw
losses mount to £1.9bn.

One shareholder said: “The mar-
ket has stopped looking at the val-

-uation. It is not relevant - because
- if you cannot trust the manage-
ment, you cannot have a view on -

the value.’

Finance director George Rose,
appointed in 1998, should go.-
Turner - who took -over from
ousted John Weston in March -
should undertake a thorough
review of the people running the.
troubled programmes to avoid sim-
ilar failuyres. He is thought to be
largely protected from the fallout

-because he has not been in the top

job long enough.
BAE dismissed the criticism of

" the culture as nonsense and said it

had kept the market properly
informed. It added: ‘Managers are
promoted because they under-
stand the whole operatlon.

T ARGUES that the problems

lie with flawed. contracts. The

Astute and Nimrod contracts

have locked BAE into a fixed
price for the design, development
and construction. They were nego-
tiated in the early 1990s when the
outlook was fundamentally differ--
ent. As a result, the MoD should
show some flexibility.

But the future remains murky, -
especially since the dispute with
the MoD comes just as-BAE is in
the final stages of a £10bn tender-
ing competition against France’s

“Thales to build and maintain two

aircraft carriers for the Royal Navy
and for other contracts worth a fur-
ther £15bn.

The MoD is also playing hardbzs’
It said: ‘We have made it clear ¥
the company that the ministry ca:
not protect it from cost overrun
arising from its failure to perform

Still, some analysts believe the
group’s fortunes cannot get any

-worse. Furthermore, BAE has con-

firmed orders worth £45bn and a
has big stake in the US - the
world’s biggest and fastest- grow—,
ing deferice market. s

Berkeley ‘well placed to cope’ as |
it warns of a housing downturn

LUXURY housebuilder Ber- By Cliff Feltham

keley issued -the clearest

The cider insider

- the shares 22%p Iower at
"~ 525%p. One analyst said: ‘Iam

warning yet that prices at the
.top of the market are falling..

_building fewer smgle detached
in London.

says demand for new homes
" ““top end'of the market’.

'concentrate on ‘more afford-- which is hkely to underper-

The firni, which has built its able, lower-priced houses and  form next.year’ -

" reputation .on developing - flats’ - that suggests a price
stockbroker estates in the band of between £250,000 and  piaced than most to cope with
Home Counties, says it is -£350,000.

Berkeley lifted ﬁrst-half prof- ‘plots of land, enough for-seven .

houses and large apartments its 24pc’to £112m- and raised -years’ work, and modest levels

. the dividend a conﬁdent 20pc - of debt. It also has a forward-

Chief executive Tony Pldgley ~ to 4.8p. :

, 'The ‘average selling price of ~SiX months worth £1bn.,

- has been strong except-at the = its houses was £285,000, up

Afrom £243,000. But, concern any uncertamty, we.are ready

As a result the group W111 over the market’s strength left for it.” . :

*

- -negative on the whole sector,

However, Berkeley is better
any downturn. It has 23,000

order book going into the next

Pidgley added: ‘If there is
- Templeman: Taking charge -

DRINKS industry veteran

Miles Templeman is taking

control at ailing -cider-
maker HP Bulmer.

- * The former boss of Whit-
‘. bread’s brewing business,

best known for developing
Stella - Artois ‘lager’ s
‘reassuringly expensive’

. image, starts in a fort-

night. -
'[empleman, 55, takes

E «charge after a string of

problems at: - Bulmer

i (107%p, up 6p).-
./ These include . an-
i accountmg black hole,

“ili-fated - ‘international

expansion and rows with
Herefordshwe apple grow-
ers.

- He'replaces interim boss |

Colin Brown, a non-execu-
tive.

Previpous chief executive
Mike ‘Hughes was ousted
from his £438 ,000-a-year

“job.

. Finance director Alan
Flockhart also went and is

_yet to be-replaced.

Templeman said:‘Clearly

the focus:will be onthe UK

and recapturing - the

“strength: of brands such
.as Strongbow.’ ’




QUESTION Has it ever been

established if the
Solway Firth spaceman photo (a
picture of a little girl with what looks
like an astronaut in the background)
of 1964 was real or fake?

AS AN amateur photographer on
a day-trip with my family, I took
the photograph on Burgh Marsh
on May 23, 1964, using an SLR
camera loaded with the new
Kodacolor film which was
processed by Kodak.

I took three pictures of my daugh- |

ter, Elizabeth, in a similar pose —
and was shocked when the middle
picture came back from Kodak dis-
playing what looks like a spaceman
in the background.

I took the picture to the police in
Carlisle who, after many doubts,
examined it and stated there was
nothing suspicious about it.

The local newspaper,
Cumberland News, picked up the
story and within hours it was all over
the world.

The picture is certainly not a fake,
and I am as bemused as anyone else

as to how this image appeared in |

the background.

Over the four decades the photo .

has been in the public domain, I
have had many thousands of let-
ters from people all over the world
with various ideas or possibilities
— most of which make little sense
tome.

It should also be noted that I have
received no payment for taking this
picture.

‘The only suggestion that struck a
chord with me was a letter from
Woomera in Australia which came a
month after the picture was shown
around the world.

The people there were keen to see
a good colour copy of the photo, as
they had stopped a countdown of
the Blue Streak rocket within hours
of my photo being taken.

Apparently, two similar looking
‘spacemen’ had been seen close to
the rocket.

Only later did I find out that part
of the Blue Streak rocket was made

LEITH’S RECIPE OF THE DAY

0
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the |

and tested within sight of Burgh
Marsh.

James Templeton, Carlisle, Cumbria.”

Which newspaper
QUESTION has the biggest

circulation in the world?

THE latest figures we had earlier in
the year from the World Association
of Newspapers showed five Japanese

it

e

Preparation time: 15 minutes. Cooking time: 15 minules. Serves 4

THIS recipe calls for live mussels —
scrub them well to remove any
barnacles, and puli away the beards
(seaweed-like threads).

Throw away any mussels that remain
open when tapped or are cracked and
-feel particularly heavy, and any that
remain closed after cooking. Serve

100m/3 fl oz dry white wine

100ml/3 fl oz fish stock

2 shallots, finely chopped
Scm/2in piece of fresh root
ginger, peeled and finely
chopped

4 sticks of lemongrass,
Jinely chopped

900g/21b mmussels, prepared
85g/30z2 unsalted butter
salt and freshly ground
black pepper

lemon juice

To serve. Plenty of fresh
bread

with lots of bread to soak up any

juices. We have found the easiest way

to peel root ginger is with a
teaspoon, as it gets around ali the
knobbles.

Lemongrass is available in the fresh -

vegetable sections of supermarkets,
or from oriental food stores.

METHOD

1. Put the wine, stock, shallots, ginger and
lemongrass into a large saucepan. Bring to the boil,
then reduce the heat and simmer for 3-4 minutes or
until the liquid is reduced by half.

2. Add the mussels to the saucepan, cover with a
lid and cook over a high heat until all the mussel
shells have opened fully. Lift the mussels into a
soup tureen, discarding closed ones. Set aside.

3. Reduce the mussel cooking liquid in the
saucepan by bailing rapidly to about 4 tablespoons.
4. Remove the saucepan from the heat and whisk
in the butter, a small piece at a time. Season the
sauce to taste with salt, pepper and lemon juice.

5. Pour the butter sauce over the mussels and
serve very hot.

C.J. JACKSON e-mail info@lﬁiths.com

Mystery:
James
Templeton
(inset
below) who
took this
baffling
1964 photo
(left) of his
daughter
Elizabeth
with a
spaceman
visible in
the
background

daily newspapers with circulations.
higher than any IJK ones— led by

" Yomiuri Shimbun, on an average of

14,407,000 a day, and Asahi Shimbun,
on 12,393,000.

By comparison, the latest UK
figures (November 2002) show the
Sun on 3,541,198, followed by the
Daily Mail on 2,420,301. For Sun-
days, the News of the World led

with 3,979,216 and the Mail on Sun-
day was second on 2,400,007. These
are also the highest circulation

English-language papers, since the

U.S. market tends to focus on
regional and local newspapers, and
national papers such as USA
Today have lower circulations than
these combined.

Russell Ash, author, Top Ten Of |

Everything, London.

QUESTION Has any couple

) cast aside supersti-
tion and married on Friday the 13th?

FURTHER {0 earlier replies, my
husband Jeff and I celebrated 13
years of marriage this year. He
proposed to me on Valentine’s Day,
we were engaged on St Patrick’s
Day and married on Friday the 13th,
in October 1989.

I had wanted {o hold our wedding
reception at a popular hotel and,
when making inquiries about dates
available that year, I was told the
ogxé% day available was Friday the
13th.

Not being in the least supersti-
tious, we went ahead and had no
problems booking anything else
relating to our wedding.

I take great satisfaction when
filling in forms which ask for infor-
mation regarding marital status,
and always insert ‘happily’ before
the married option.

Sheena Ballantine,
Bangor, Co Down.

OUR ages were 23 and 17 when we
married on Friday the 13th, in June,
1941. We celebrated our Diamond
Anniversary last year, at which our
two daughters, four grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren were
present. Our marriage survived
despite numerous Army service
separations and two years’ PoW
experience.

But despite being married in St

George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem,
neither the bride’s nor the bride-
groom’s family were present. Even
the best man got lost.

Douglas George Arthur, Wrexham.

MY PARENTS, Katharina (known
as Kitty) and Ernest (known as
Sam) Wilson will have been married
for 56 years on December 13 (their
marriage date was Friday the 13th,
in December, 1946).

They met and married in Austria
while my father was in the Army.
They have two children and have
been happy together throughout
the years. They have always consid-
ered 13 to be their lucky number.

Margaret Green, Reading, Berks.

GETTING married on Friday 13th
was very unlucky for me. I had no
luck until I got my divorce seven

yearslater  ny wainman, Botton.

QUESTIONS

B S THERE a question to which you have
always wanted to know the answer? Or
do you know the answer to a question
raised here? Send your questions and
answers to: James Black, Answers To
Correspondents, Daily Mail, 2 Derry Street,
London W8 5TT. You can also fax them to
01270 821016 or you can e-mail them to
james.black@dailymail.co.uk

A selection will be published but we
are not able to enter into individual
correspondence.

@

N b Lab . ¥ i
RecycTed paper made up 63.5% =
of the raw material for UK
‘newspapers in 2001.
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“Ttwas the pride of the Soviet fleet, but when a nuclear reactor on

K19 caught fire the whole world was at risk. Only the astonishing
bravery of the crew could avert catastrophe. . . at a horrific price

equally true of both the ones who
send others to their deaths and the
ones who go.’

The young officer in command of
Compartment Six, Lt Boris
Korchilov, asked permission t0 join
the engineers already toiling there.

‘Do you know what you are ask-
ing?’ said his captain. ‘I know,
Comrade Commander,” Korchilov
answered firmly, and off he went.

To the already terrifying condi-
tions in Compartment Six was now
added an outbreak of fire — but fire
such as no one had ever seen before.
Violet flames blazed over the
reactor lid. They were extinguished,
then broke out again.

T LAST the debilitated men

reported that an emergency

pipeline had been welded

into place. Immediately,

water was pumped into the
reactor. Meltdown had been averted
—but at a ghastly price.

When the bulkhead door opened
and Korchilov emerged, he tore
desperately at his face mask. As
soon as he had ripped it off, he began
vomiting white and yeliow foam.

The rest of the men followed,
gasping and exhausted, their faces
grotesquely red and swollen.

Zateyev was in a dilemma. Radia-
tion was now seeping throughout

the submarine. He already knew
full well that the men who had
been in Compartment Six were
doomed to die. But if he attempted
{0 make for home on just the one
surviving reactor, the 1,500-mile
journey would take at least six or
seven days.

By that stage, K-19 would be
radioactive from stem to stern,
which meant everyone else aboard
would also perish.

Then he recalled that, according
to the plans for the fleet exercise, a
group of diesel submarines was
supposed to be somewhere to the
south, If he reversed course, there
was a slim chance he might find
one of them. He issued the order:
‘Right rudder, course 180 degrees.’

It was at this juncture that several
officers questioned his decision.

Terrified of radiation sickness,

they wanted to head for the near- .

est land, the Norwegian island of
Jan Mayen, and beach the subma-
rine, heedless that such a course
would not only contaminate the
island and its inhabitants, but that
the place also housed a Nato radar
surveillance post.

Zateyev’s reaction to this potential
mutiny was typically cool-headed.
First he ordered generous tots of
alcohol. Then he had all the small-
arms dumped into the sea except
for five pistols, which he kept for
himself and four trusted officers.

Meanwhile, K-19 kept to her

bearing, emitting regular
encrypted messages on her back-
up transmitter. It had a range of
just 50 miles. For hour after hour
there was no response. Faced with
this deafening silence, Zateyev
judged that his gamble had failed.

With Moscow unlikely to raise the
alarm for many hours, possibly
days even, he ordered the helms-
man to reverse course. He and his
whole crew would have to resign
themselves to a lingering death.
Then, just two minutes later, a cry
came through the intercom:
‘Silhouette bearing 270 degrees!’

It was the diesel-powered subma-
rine S-270. ‘T will not describe the
emotions 1 felt,” remembered
K-19’s commander. ‘The gamble
had paid off. The crew were saved.’

Gingerly, S-270 approached the
stricken nuclear submarine, noting
the rising radiation count. When
the eight most seriously irradiated
men were transferred to the diesel
boat, her own radiation level shot
up alarmingly.

Even when their contaminated
clothing was thrown overboard,
the reading remained high. The
heroes of Compartment Six had
themselves become radioactive.

Soon other Soviet submarines
reached the scene to rescue the
remaining crewmen, while K-19
was taken back to Russia, where
she was decontaminated and
recommissioned.

v

Captain Zateyev, who had
handled the horrifying emergency
with such remarkable courage, was
the last man off the ill-fated vessel.

What happened next does no

-eredit to Russian naval tradition.

The secretiveness shrouding the
sinking of the giant submarine
Kursk two years ago, with the loss of
118 lives, was if anything even more
enveloping 40 years earlier in the
Soviet era. The near-catastrophic
disaster aboard K-19 went unre-
ported, as did the heroism of those
whose actions had contained it.

ITHIN hours of their
return to Russian soil, all
the men from Compart-
ment Six were diagnosed
as critically ill. Captain
Zateyev bade them farewell before
their final journey to a Moscow
hospital. In his memoirs he remem-
bered especially his last meeting
with the brave Lt Boris Korchilov.

‘My God, what a toll the radiation
had taken! His face was red, his lips

barely talk, his eyes swollen shut.’
‘In a whisper he asked me to help
him open one of his eyes so he could
have a look at me. He also asked for
some juice. I did as he asked: held
one eye open and poured some juice
from a teapot into his mouth, which
he could hardly open. I barely

swollen, his tongue so thick he could -

managed to restrain my sobs as I
said goodbye.’

Korchilov died on July 10. One by
one, in quick succession, the
comrades who had worked along-
side him and been fatally roasted by
the reactor’s poisonous rays met
similar, extremely painful ends.

Within the next two years, a
further 14 members of the crew
suffered early deaths, earning K-19
its other name: The Widowmaker .

In the West, among. seafaring
nations especially, such excep-
tional courage would have been
widely celebrated. But in the Soviet
Union of the day, the whole episode
was shamefully hushed up. The
dead men were discreetly given
posthumous decorations. Captain
Zateyev himself won the Order o
the Red Banner. :

But at the awards ceremony an
‘admiral, seeking to downplay the
humiliation of the Kremlin top
brass, contemptuously compared
the whole, horrifying emergency to
a mundane streetcar accident.

Accident it certainly was, but one
whose origins lay in the short--
sighted incompetence of the Soviet
leadership and whose consequences
might have shaken the whole world,
but for the exceptional courage of
the captain and crew of K-19.

MK-19: The Widowmaker by Peter
Huchthausen is published b
National Geographic at £9.99.
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Foley claims that money Talsed :
from shooting -partiesis going:
aight into his father’s pocket. and
that the new Mrs Foley, as
“ghould’have prevented this:
Melanie Westall-Reece met the

: § step
’mother s actions have cost-himup
to £500,000 and he wants to replace

Foley perce.
quently prefei.

0 b B /
/4 90% v
(his father) to his ol

; ; ge.
The 1ift deepened when Mr Foley, '
65, married his mistress, moved her

info his 7,500-acre; estate and made

her a trustee of Rupert’s trust fund.

" Now, nine years after the affair

with Melanie Westall—Reece was

first exposed, Rupert Foley is suing
“her for mismanaging the trust.

In a writ served atthe High Court

Melanie Foley: Family rift

her,
Richard Underwood,; the family
solicitor,.and David Taylor
The trust centres on 900 acres of
woodland on the Stoke Edith Park
estate, near Hereford, and includes .
lucrative shooting rights. Rupert

and two. other  trustees,

From Richard Shears
in Sydney

THE fate of the crew aboard
a modern-day Mary Celeste
has baffled investigators.

* Naval officers who boarded a
601t fishing vessel which had run
out of fuel found food and drink
laid out on the cabin table - but
no sign of life.

It was an eerie reminder of the
two-masted sailing ship discovered
drifting between the Azores and
the Portuguese coast in 1872 with
breakfast laid, clothes neatly
folded on bunks - and not a soul on
board.

Last night a major international
investigation was launched to find
out what had happened to the
crew of the Indonesian boat High
Aim 6 in what was shapingup as a
chilling mystery.

The vessel had sailed the high
seas off the north-west coast of
Australia with its engines running
until it ran out-of fuel.

But the crew had disappeared
long before then, leaving a cargo of
rotting fish.

An air-sea search covering some
7,300 square nautical miles of
ocean has failed to find any trace of
of the lifeboat which had appar-
ently been launched amid some
panic, or of the crew, thought to
number a dozen men. )

Governments in South East Asia
have been asked for help with any
information.

‘The boat was
well-equipped’
L |

The boat, which was registered in
Indonesia, is believed to have left
port at Taiwan.

* It was spotted by the crew of a
surveillance aircraft as it sailed in
the general direction of the
Australian coast from Indonesia.

There were immediate fears that
it was the first people-smuggling
vessel to have tried to reach Aus-
‘tralia in more than a year.

- The fact that it was not keeping

~ to any direct course added to sus-
picions that it was carrying illegal
human cargo. Its propellers could
be seen running, but there was no
sign of life on board even then.

The Australian naval frigate Stu-
art intercepted the vessel approxi-
mately 90 miles off the coast of
Broome, in north-west Australia.

The unﬁmshed food and aban-
doned items of clothing implied
that the crew had suddenly fled.
But there was no indication of why.

What caused

a fishing

boat crew to
abandon ship
and disappear

without trace?

landowner after she left her promo-
tions job at Hereford United foot-
‘ball club to administer his estate in
1993. By 1995 they had a daughter,
Emily, and Mr Foley divorced ms
‘wife of 25 years, Gillian.

The Wnt says that since then,.

Andrew and Mela.
night refused to comme.. .
As well as Rupert, Mr Fo.. .
son Ian, 30. His brother, Maj or-.
eral Sir John Foley, is a former hea
of the SAS and commander of
British forces in Hong Kong.

Deep mysteries: The scene on board the abandoned fishing boat, left, was reminiscent of that on the Mary Celeste in 1872

If it had been attacked by pirates,
they would have taken control of
the vessel - or their presence would
have been detected by the Aus-
tralian sailors who - came on board.

Investigators cannot fathom why
the vessel should have been aban-
doned, because it appeared to be
in no danger.

Even if the crew had been fishing
illegally in Australian waters, there
was nothing to be gained by aban-
doning the boat when it ran out of
fuel. They had no hope of escaping
the authorities or getting home ina
liferaft. Police have refused to spec-

ulate on the fate of the crew, but
admit they are baffled by the case.

“‘There weren’t any indications on
board that anything untoward had

happened,’ said a spokesman for.

the Australian Federal Pohce in
Western Australia.

‘The fishing boat was well
equipped and seaworthy and the
weather has been calm for weeks.’

Mr Geoff Rohan, of the Australian
Fisheries Management, said there
was a chance the vessel had been
set on auto-pilot before it was
abandoned.

But no one can explain why. He

said: “There’s a lot of strange things
assoclated with this boat and all 1
can say is what we’ve seen. ’

‘I can’t give the answer to what’s
actually happened. We don’t know.’

Late last night it was revealed
that the last known contact with
the High Aim 6 was more than a
month ago.

On December 13, the boat’s own-
ers in Taiwan were contacted in a
routine call by the captain from the
Marshall 1Islands, which are
halfway between Papua New

‘Guinea and Hawaii.

The owners reported the vessel

missing after that date when
attempts to make further contact
failed.

The U.S. coastguard searched for
the vessel in the Pacific Ocean, but
failed to find it.

So who sailed it westwards
towards Australia and Indonesia?

If the crew remained on board -
as all the signs indicate - why did-

they break off communications?

Mr Bill Graham, Australian Fed-
eral Police co-ordinator, admitted
last night: ‘We might never learn
what happened to the crew.’
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UFO investigators claim this

THE object is certainly unidenti-
fied and appears to be flying.

Whether the enlarged image on
the right really shows a UFO piloted
by aliens remains to be seen.

But, according to the people who
released it, this photo — and hun-
dreds like it — is the best evidence
yet of the existence of spacecraft
from other worlds.

UFO investigators say the image
was captured by the Solar and
Heliospheric Observatory (Soho), a
Nasa satellite which was launched
in 1996 to observe the sun.

Since then, it is said, the satellite
has beamed back hundreds of
images of UFOs travelling along a

i kind of alien super-highway.
- A variety of ‘spacecraft’ can appar-
ently be seen against the back-
ground of deep space.

They fail to navigate a straight
course, which observers believe is
evidence they are being steered by
some sort of intelligent life form.

The satellite is stationed in space
one million miles from Earth with its
camera trained towards the sun.The
objects photographed are likely to

be only hundreds of miles from the ~

satellite’s lenses, say experts.

The Images from Soho — a joint
project by Nasa and the European
Space Agency — are due to be made
public at the National Space Centre
in Leicester in a presentation by
Mike Murray, 54, the owner of an
electronics company in Manchester.

The images were shown to him by
aSpanish businessman who picked
them up from Soho through a huge
satellite at his home outside

Daily Mail, Wednesday, January 15, 2003

A supe

By Tim Utton
Science Reporter

Barcelona. Mr Murray said: ‘l thought

“these pictures were astounding.The

photos appear to show spacecraft
passing in front of the sun.

‘When we asked Nasa about it
they originally said it might be a
fault on the camera, but by digitally
enhancing the images we proved
this wasn’t the case.

‘Nasa then told us it could be
asteroids or comets, but when we
pointed out that the objects
appeared to move independently
and make turns they stopped
answering our questions.

‘The very fact these crafts appear
to be the same shape as other UFOs
spotted in our stratosphere is very
exciting.” :

Nasa has refused to comment, but |
Graham Birdsall, editor of UFO [
magazine, said he was excited by
the images.

‘The images are irrefutable in that
they are from official satellites owned
by Nasa, he said. ‘They resemble the
kind of spacecraft we used to see in
sci-fi films like Star Trek.

“To all intents and purposes here
is evidence of anomalous objects in

' space that appear structured and

seem to have intelligently con-
trolied movements. )

‘m excited at the prospect of see-
ing authenticated images coming
into the public domain that have
taxed a considerable number of
people at Nasa.

t.utton@dailymail.co.uk
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Straw squirms as
the Israelis mock

JACK STRAW last night struggled
to put a brave face on Labour’s lat-

est bid to kick-start the stalled

Middle East peace process.

The Foreign Secretary insisted a
mini-summit in London had been a
success - even though Israel stopped
the Palestinian delegation from
attending.

As Israeli premier Ariel Sharon
poured scorn on the event, Mr Straw
was left claiming that the main
achievement of the talks was to
‘increase momentum towards reform
of the Palestinian Authority’.

While the Palestinians offered ‘com-
mitments’ to halt violence, the For-
eign Secretary admitted that these
did not amount to guarantees that
the suicide bombings would stop.

And he conceded that Tony Blair’s
pledge to restart ‘final status’ talks
between Israel and the Palestinians
by the start of this year had ‘not
proved possible’.

There were even problems with the
video link with officials in Gaza and
Ramallah. Initial attempts to make
contact failed because the Palestini-

1 ans failed to answer.

Israel launched a fresh attack on the

-event, attended by officials from the

U.S., the United Nations, the EU, Rus-
sia, Jordan and Egypt.

Israel stopped the Palestinian dele-
gation from travelling following the

- murder of 22 people in a Tel Aviv sui-

his peace summit

By Graeme Wilson
Political Correspondent

cide bombing earlier this month. And
Mr Sharon. dismissed claims yester-

day that the Palestinians were ready

to reform their much-criticised gov-
ernment and security apparatus.

‘Yasser Arafat cannot be trusted to
carry out reforms which need to be
performed in the Palestinian territo-
ries and not in London,’ he said.

Mr Straw insisted the conference
had made progress towards reform of
the Authority. o

He said the Palestinians had com-
plained that the restrictions imposed
by Israel undermined their attempts . -
to push through changes.

But he added: “They have responsi-
bilities, prime responsibilities, to
improve the security situation. That
is acknowledged.’ -

The Palestinian representative in
London, Afif Safieh, said Mr Arafat
was ready to reform but demanded
concessions from Israel as well.

“The issue of reform should not be
the tree that hides the forest (of occu-
pation), and the forest in this case is
an ugly sight,’ he added.

Earlier, Israel’s Labour party
declared that it would not join a
government led by Mr Sharon if he
won the country’s general election
on January 28.
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Blair is poised to let U.S. base
nuclear shield system in Britain

BRITAIN has agreed to
become a base for Amer-
ica’s controversial ‘Son of
Star Wars’ defence system.

In a move certain to infuri-
ate Labour Left-wingers,
Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon will indicate today that
Tony Blair is to allow the U.S.
to use radar facilities here.

America will also be permit-
ted to base missiles here.

It means that the Fyling-

dales early warning station in .
North Yorkshire will become.

an intimate part of President
Bush’s  expensive military

By Paul Eastham
Deputy Political Editor

Shield, designed to shooff

down enemy nuclear missiles.

The timing of the announce-
ment could trigger a back-
bench rebellion. The majority
of Labour MPs are already
unhappy at the possibility of
Britain’s forces taking part in
strikes on Iraq.

Tories, meanwhile, have
accused Mr Blair of kow-
towing to unilateralists on his

-backbenches by delaying a

decision. After dithering over

I am sick
and tired
of Saddam.
Time is

GEORGE W BUSH
warned last night that
he was ‘sick and tired’ of
Saddam Hussein’s game
of cat and mouse with
the United Nations
weapons inspectors.

In the toughest language
to come out of Washington
since the inspectors were
deployed, the President
made no attempt to
conceal his frustration.

‘So far I haven’t seen
any evidence that he has
disarmed,’ said Mr Bush.

‘Time is running out on
Saddam Hussein. He must
disarm. I'm sick and tired of
games and deception.’

The outburst came 24 hours
after Tony Blair’'s own
warning that Saddam must
disarm or face war. .

But while the Prime Minis-

" ter indicated his willingness

to give the UN weapons
inspectors time to do their

job, Mr Bush made clear he..

wants quick results.

His intervention suggests
that hawks in the U.S. admin-
istration are again beginning
to assert themselves as
America’s massive military
build-up continues.

‘What I have in mind for
Saddam Hussein is to
disarm,’ Mr Bush said.

“The United Nations spoke
with one voice - we said

" we expect Saddam Hussein,

for the sake of peace, t0
disarm.

“Thdt’s the question: Is Sad-
dam ‘Hussein disarming? So

By David Hughes
and Matthew Hickley

far I haven’t seen any
evidence that he is disarming.’

Mr Bush’s spokesman Ari
Fleischer hammered home
the message, telling reporters:
‘This is a question of not

letting Saddam string the -

world along forever.

‘We’ve seen no evidence that

he’s made a strategic choice
to disarm and therefore time
is running out.’

In an interview with the
BBC, the chief UN weapons
inspector Hans Blix said his
teams in Irag have uncovered
smuggling but it was too early
to say if it was linked to
weapons of mass destruction.

Meanwhile, sources in
Washington said last night
that 200 U.S. soldiers have
arrived in Israel for joint

GORDON Brown burst into
the Irag debate yesterday
after months of silence witha
warning.that Saddam Hus-
sein cannot go ‘unpunished’,
| He became the first Cabi-
net Minister to raise the idea
that the Iraqgi dictator must
be ‘punished’, suggesting
the UK wants a regime
change in Baghdad, and not
just disarmament.
Mr Brown’s silence on Iraq
had led to speculation he did
not support military action.

George

the project for at least two
years,- Mr Blair appears to
have decided that, as far as
his Labour critics are con-
cerned, he.may as well get all
the bad news over in one go.
The Prime Minister’s deci-
sion will prove unpopular with
some of Britain’s leading EU
allies, especially the French.
He also risks a CND back-
lash. Peace campaigners have
pledged to make Fylingdales
the next Greenham Common.
Mr Hoon is due to make a
statement to the Commons
today in advance of an
appearance before the

Bush:
‘Saddam
must
disarm’

military exercises as the
country prepares t0 go on
high alert ahead of a possible
war with Iraq.
The . U:S. troops brought
three Patriot anti-missile
batteries with them for the
joint manoeuvres code-
named Juniper Cobra’.

During the 1991 Gulf War, -

Iragresponded to U.S. strikes
by lobbing 39 Scud ‘missiles
at Israel.

Britain has also chartered
a fleet of 50 merchant ships
to move heavy military
equipment to the Guif.

Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon yesterday announced

Brown breaks his silence

But yesterday, after being
asked about a GMTV poll
showing 80 per cent of vot-
ers against war, Mr Brown
said: ‘1 think people would
agree that if the whole of the
international community

says disarm and a country V

and a dictator refuses to do
so, you cannot just leave
that dictator unpunished.
Tony Blair today confronts
his backbench critics when
he addresses the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party.

Defence Select Committee.
He will say that while consul-
tations continue and no
final decision has been taken,
he is ‘minded’ to accept the
American request.

Critics regard the Son of
Star Wars project an absurdly
expensive, dangerous and
unproven experiment. It is
likely to cost hundreds of
billions of dollars over the
coming decades.

Shadow Defence Secretary
Bernard Jenkin said: ‘It is
about time that the Govern-
ment made up its mind about
this crucial project.’

the dispatch of hundreds of
Army vehicles from bases in
the UK afid Germany in the
coming days.

The first wave of vehicles
will include ‘equipment

‘needed to build bases from

scratch in the desert for
20,000 or more British troops.

More than 200 military
trucks, jeeps, diggers and
ambulances converged on
Marchwood Military Port in
Hampshire yesterday, freshly
painted in desert camouflage, -
ready to set sail.

The MOD said it was also
preparing to charter commer-
cial aircraft to carry personnel
and equipment.

But there was outright defi-
ance from Baghdad in the
face of the military build-up.

‘Saddam Hussein is a coura-
geous leader and will stay in
Iraq for a very long time and
fight until the last Iraqi bul-
let,” deputy prime minister
Tareq Aziz told the BBC.

Underscoring the divergent
opinions across Europe,
French Foreign Minister
Dominique de Villepin said:
‘War is not a foregone conciu-
sion, it’s up to us to prevent it.’

German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder said he was in -
favour of a new UN Security
Council resolution on Iraq.
d.hughes@dailymail.co.uk



From

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP ,

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 8000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Refl
B%Ag/%rf/%ce Y

ate
9 September 2002

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 3 September regarding ‘unidentified flying
objects’.

You will be aware of the limited interest the Ministry of Defence has in these matters, from my

previous letters, and there is nothing further I can add. Your letter has, however, been placed on
our files.

Yours sincerely,
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County

big cat
sightings

top 30

CAMERAS could soon be set up
across the .county in a bid to
‘capture the elusive black panther
on film.

ET readers have reported more than
30 sightings of the mysterious big cat,
thought to prowl the countryside
between Corby and Wellingborough. But
so far nobody has been able to provide
proof of its existence, despite this news-
paper’s offer of a £500 reward.

Now the British Black Cat Society is

- planning to set up cameras at sighting

hotspots across the country, including
Northamptonshire, after a record 800
reported sightings in the UK in the last
12 months.

Secretary and founder of the society -

Danny Bamping appealed for sightings
of the creature.

He said: “I myself have dealt with a
number of sightings in Northampton-
shire and it has been quite a hotspot.

“We have some cameras already and
we are planning to set up more in the
hotspots, which could include North-
amptonshire, depending on the number
of sightings we have reported. It is a
matter of being in the right place at the
right time.

“We can only do so much with the
money we have so in the next few weeks
we will be trying to form as a registered
charity, which means we could be eligi-
ble for grants and donations.” -

The last known sighting of the
county’s black panther was in July when
John and Mary Smith, of Cariton-Mews,
Higham Ferrers,
outside their home near the Griffin pub.

The couple said it was about 3ft iong
and 2ft high with a long tail..

spotted the beast

meras bic
capture
black panthe

ET Classifieds: Kettering 506506

Team to
help in
murder
debrief

A SPECIALIST county
police team will travel to
Cambridgeshire next week
to help debrief staff
involved in the murder
inquiry of Holly Wells and
Jessica Chapman.
Northamptonshire Criti-
cal Incident Debrief Team
has been asked to debrief

THE infameus black panther,
ekt te bave been zpotted -
Imorn than 33 tmes sgross the
founty, has baen sewn agaia in

Pair startled
as ‘big cat’
surfaces in

about 500 police staff who
have played a part in the
investigation.

The team consists of nine
Northamptonshire - police
officers and support staff
and two of the force chap-
lains. Their role is to
debrief officers after major
or traumatic incidents to
help get over what they
have been dealing with.

The team will hold 19

sessions for groups of offi-
cers and support staff over
three days.

Spokesman Sgt George
Cooper said: “The team has -
already debriefed office:-

_involved in more than
incidents within the cow
~and<‘we are: pleased te

Cambridgeshire. We-

B HOTSPOT - above and below, recent county sightings reported in the ET

& BLACK panther said to
have beon spotied mare
than 30ty suross fhw
wounty, has been seen

Mum claims latest
sighting of panther

‘Giant black cat spotted
in fields near waste site

SETH TR

able to offer them ¢
and give them a chau.
think about how well t.
are coping. S

“Although police oﬂ‘lcer
and support staff are well
trained and very effective at
dealing with traumatic situ-
ations, they are human too
and the sessions are aimed
at helping them make sense
of their feelings.”

Call for mobiles

THE Children’s Society is
repairing and recycling
redundant mobile phones.

‘Mobiles can be left at the
Countdown store in High
Street, Burton Latimer or
you can call Susan Green on
01536 722771 to arrange
collection.

All proceeds will be used

Anyone who thinks they
have seen the black
panther can call the ET
newsdesk on 01933 392012.
The British Black Cat Society website address is

L www.britishbigcats.com

| may

to improve the lives of -
young people in Britain.

Keep fit class

KEEP fit classes are held at

‘the Ennerdale Community
Centrein Corby on Sundays
between 11am and midday.

Contact the centre 400218
for more information.

‘McCo&mbe by Morrlsons ‘in. . Lower:

Firm denies

ACOMPANY has demed misleading the
pubhc over the labelling of some of its
orange drinks. - -

Cott Beverages, of Derby, was brought
before Kettering magistrates yesterday
after trading standards officers investi-

~gated its “lightly sparkling fruitful

orange” drinks which were sold to Mark

“ber 30 for a pre -trial review.

misleading

public over orange drink

per cent orange ]ulce Vic Smith, for
Northamptonshire Trading Standards,
said: “The label was misleading and
gives the impression the drink contains
a large amount of orange juice.

“There is no- statutory minimum a
drink should contain but. there is a
distinction between orange juice and

-orange drink.”

ﬂ?hecasemasad'
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Liver transplant girl goes » 
for more gold at games

TRANSPLANT  patient Lucy
Sheehan will compete against
hundreds of athletes in a major
sporting - event which starts

: today.

Lucy, 13, of College Street

Higham Ferrers, who-had a liver

transplantin 1992, is taking part
in the British Transplant Games

,at Loughboerough University.

Laey, who has..competed -in
the games: sik times. ipreviously

‘and has scooped seven gold ‘o

medals, will compéte m table -
tennis, the long jump, 100

metres and the obstacle race.

She has been preparing for the
annual event - open to trans-
plant recnpnents of all ages - at
‘home and at The Ferrers Schoot
where she is'a: pupll. i




A red card

for foothall

n A
i i rious with seeing a specialist in Manhattan
R 1 Kurtzman who gives her regular scrapings.
' 1| for pushing The clandestine shaving sessions
B 1 her into all cost £100 each time.
- g | these films,” ——
Fys says a New
CANCELLED his expenses of just : York friend,
charity fashion under £1,000. Lewis ¢ who claims,
event featuring claims the according to
leading footballers — association American
including England cancelled the reports. that
and Manchester exhibition Pallzr g
United defender Wes Brown — “without any good oW grew
is at the centre of a £16,000 cause”, says it / soangry that
High Court legal dispute. didr’t tell him » / she stopped
Tony Lewis, a fashion until late ¢ returning his
consultant, is suing the February this /  telephone calls.
Professional Footballers year and Now, claims
Association for damages and refused to the friend of the lien
unpaid fees of £16,240, after a cough up for Shakespeare o |S Mick Jagger an alient
p}]ayers’ fashio)rilh ai)ld cgsts incurred by In Love magnet as well as a
photography exhibition and " third parties — g 2 UFO
show, which he was helping to SENT OFF: A charity mainly his contacts Oscar tvlvmner, habe ma ?!?\i':ke Luckman
organise, was axed. fashion event, including  ;, tj1e fashion currently specialis think S0« “FOs
Lewis, who describes himself Wes Brown, was scrapped i qysiry cruising on seems to flow Mick,” says
as “a respected figure in the The result has Italian de’SIgner seem to fol °‘; of Close
fashion industry”, claims his reputation was  been that Lewis claims he has Valentino’s yacht: - Luckman, author Musical
damaged when the association pulled out of  suffered “a loss of reputation” in “The bottom line is Encounters OfAN Ne and
the event. the fashion industry. that she hasn’t yet Kind. “Not only did he
He says the players’ body agreed to pay The PFA is polishing its studs decided to return to Marianne Faithful see @
him £25,000 to oversee fashion, photography  in anticipation of a bruising legal the biz.” re cigar-shaped mother
and publicity for the exhibition, hosted by . shoot-out and vigorously defends Stephen Huvane rar ,wh'l‘e camping at
the association. its position. “We are in dispute Paltrow’s Los Angeles ship pury in 1968 but,
This included, he says, arranging a with Mr Lewis about this and the g Glaston

“successful” photoshoot with Wes Brown,
commitment from 10 fashion houses and the
design and production of jackets to be worn
by footballers for portrait photographs.

While the PFA - a trade union which acts
for professional footballers - paid him
almost half of his fee, totalling £12,500, back
in December last year, it has allegedly

refused to pay the remainder of £16,240 or plug on it.”

Claire Full Monty

o

ALES of the Full Monty
film soundtrack should
soar because former -
Casualty actress Claire
Goose has revealed that
* hearing the music magically
makes her lose her clothes.
Claire, back as DC Mel
Silver in the BBC crime
drama Waking The Dead,
split from boyfriend and
fellow Casualty actor Jonathan
Kerrigan in July last year.
Since then, the 27-year-old
confesses to lads’ glossy FHM
Magazine (where she poses in
a skimpy bikini) that she has
been enjoying singledom and
twitters: “I think T must have .
"been hypnotised in the past,
because whenever the
“Full Monty music comes
onIseemto strip.”
Wonder if Robert
Carlyle suffers
with the same
problems?

matter is in the hands of our
lawyers,” says PFA boss Gordon Taylor.
“We were going to have a footballers’
fashion show with various players
to raise money for charity but, in the end,
the costs were cranking up left,
right and centre and no money was
going to charity, so we pulled the

gay September 2 2002 Daily Express

e-mail us at diary@express.co.uk

Picture: PETER JORDAN

JULIA ROBERTS, famed for turning up

GWYNETH

; at the London premiere of her
said b o YIS film Notting Hill with as-nature-
with her Hollywood intended unshaven armpits, is, we .
agent, Rick Kurtzman hear, shaving her face these days.
after making a ’ It is not so much that she has
" number of back-to- excessive facial hair — perish the
back films with thought — but she apparently
. onlyone just feels that nothing quite
weekend off makes her skin glow more than a
between trendy beauty treatment known
them. as “dermaplaning”.
5 “She was Julia, 34, newly married to
! burned out, cameraman Danny Moder, is

press representative,
insists she is committed -
but to life as well as film.

“Ask any actor — -
they need life
experiences to pull
from,” he says. “If you
work too much, you
don’t live. She’s living!”

h ok
:ho that period, Mic!
i ?‘:3: getting ;lﬁ : EFO alarm |
1i in England.
ne of his es_tates in " in |
i hell::;tsotones' notorious 1969 c::::t Hin e,
N o R%alitomia, one UFO was eve(:l\ t'il gy
maml?::i(man o g :ltt;:r:kv; and | have quite
o ¢ king a ed
e and loo a e
o e Strig of UFOs showing up at gth “

epol
a :i:T‘:n; :l:lusic seems to attract

AMERICAN Twit girl Paris

Hilton would turn up at
the the opening of an envelope.
But has the 21-year-old “model
and actress” — an heiress to
the multi-million pound
Hilton Hotels fortune —
turned over a new leaf?

Paris, who lives in

‘business

] F YOU'VE ever fancied
Beverly Hills but has meeting Naomi Campbell
recently been in London at a glitzy fashion party,
Jfilming the horror movie you could be in luck. We
Nine Lives, has hear that the stroppy

announced she is bored
with the never-ending
number of parties she gets
invited to.

supermodel from Streatham is
setting up a company that will
plan parties and trips for those

willing to fork out a lot of cash
“It’s the same crowd for the privilege.
every night, mostly losers Campbell and her skinny
with no jobs,” she tells

*“chums will make sure you
attend the same affairs as

- ‘models, designersand luvvies:
from her address book. - ,

But, sadly, Naomi appears

Arena magazine, without
a hint of irony. “No one’s

your real friend. It’s just,
like, really boring. I went |

out to The Standard in have forgotten a minor detail in
LA the other night for 20 'setting up her new business - the
minutes and was like, service does not yet have a phone
“This sucks’. It used to “’umber. :

be fun.”

Who said models are stupid?
Oh, the hardship.
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Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) - Ii

Operations & Policy 1
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE .
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberiand Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP '
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
{Switchboard) 020 7.
(GTN)
Your Reference
Qur Reft
DIDAS/Eas - fEY

Date
30 August 2002

Thank you for your letter addressed to my colleague, oncerning Ministry of Defence
policy with regard to ‘unidentified flying objects’.

I am sorry that you believe we do not treat these matters as seriously as you may wish. As you
will be aware from our previous correspondence, the MOD does not have any expertise or role in
respect of 'UFOQ/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of
extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. Our only concern is
whether the ‘UFO’ reports we receive present any evidence of a threat to the UK Air Policing
Area by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the
United Kingdom from an external military source, and to date no 'UFQO' report has revealed such
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We could not
justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit.

You also mentioned you saw a Chinook helicopter flying within 1000 feet of a “‘UFO’ and
question whether we have put the accident on the Mull of Kintyre out of our minds. I can assure
you that the Mull of Kintyre accident has not been forgotten and work continues on this matter.
As for the helicopter you saw, I can confirm that we have not received any recent ‘UFO’ reports
from military helicopter crew.

Finally, you enclosed a newspaper article about a paw print thought to be from a black panther.
This is not of defence concern and therefore not a matter for the Ministry of Defence.

Yours sincerely,
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.W|dowers
in line for
windfall

THE East Midlands War
Pensions Committee is now
helping war widowers in an
important change to their
pensions.

- Thousands of widowers
could be due up to £9,500 a
year tax-free.

To claim a man must
have been married to a
woman whose death was
caused by her service in the
armed forces or a civil
defence volunteer who died
in the Second World War as
a result of enemy action.

War widowers who had a
claim for a pension rejected
under the old rules prior to
April 8 are not prevented
from making a fresh claim
under the new rules.

Widowers who believe
they may qualify should
call the Veterans Agency
freeline on 0800 169 2277 or
the local War Pensioners’
Welfare office on 0115 942
8125.

Lucky numbers
for threesome

WINNERS of August’s
Kettering Liberal Democ-
rats 100 club draw have
been announced.

First prize went to Tom
Bowker of Kettering, who
picked up £10 with ticket
number 83, Edna Tyrer of
Brixworth, with ticket
number 2, won the second
prize of £6 and the third
prize of £3 went to Geoff
Toseland, of Overstone.

Mystery

leaves its mark

paw print |

&

BTN, SN S SO ol

[ | PRINT Roy Lacey measures the giant paw ET picture: 130802.17.1

- iy i il o oy,

Roy asks:
Is this a

from a
big cat?

DOES this paw print
belong to the legendary
black panther?

A couple in Irchester say
they found the paw print -
13cm long and 10cm wide —
which they think must come
from a big cat.

Roy Lacey, 69, of Higham
Road, and his wife Hilary, 57,
came across the print outside
their home on Sunday.

Mr Lacey said: “There was a
torrential - downpour on
Saturday night which washed
a lot of silt and dust on to our
driveway. When we got up on
Sunday morning we found a
large paw print.

“Where we live there is only
two houses — my wife and I and
our next-door neighbours. We
have a cat and our neighbours
have little _Tack Russell

-only one print so ‘at first we |

BY JONI AGER

here but they have cloy
hooves and the print is too
round to be that of a fox. -

“The funny thing is there is {

thought someone must have
been playing a joke. But there
is no other logical
explanation.”

A creature resembling a
black panther has been sighted
more than 30 times across the
county.

Sightings began in 1994 |
between Bulwick and |,
Southwick, near Corby, and,iily
was most recently reportecd
Higham Ferrers last month.

In 1996 the E&

AR
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
{Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
E-Mail das-laopspol1a@defencemodt

Your Reference
Our Ref
B Refercse 14

Date
9 August 2002

u [

Thank you for your letter dated 21 July. As you will be aware from previous correspondence, the
Ministry of Defence has only a very limited interest in matters concerning ‘unidentified flying
objects’ and I am therefore afraid that I have nothing to add to our earlier statements. Your letter
has been placed on our files. '

YO\JU &'ww&()
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ET Classifieds: Kettering 506506 -

PROPERTY

FOR SALE

== DON'T MAKE A MOVE BEFORE LOOKING AT OUR BUMPER HOMES SECTION

EVENING TELEGRAPH, Tuesday, July 16, 2002

WIN a pair

of rail tickets

to London

A BLACK panther said to

have been spotted more:

than 30 times across the
county, has been seen
again near Corby.

The cat was seen on Saturday
morning near the recycling
centre and landfill site in
Weldon.

Trish Pointer. contacted the
Evening Telegraph after seeing
what she was convinced was the
legendary county black panther

Mrs Pointer, 34, from Scotter
Walk, Corby, saw a large black

Mum claims Iatest
sighting of panther

Giant black cat spotted
in fields near waste site

cat near the landfill site while she
was sitting in the car with her
nine-year-old daughter Amy
outside B&L Caravans in the
village.

She watched it Walk around for
over a minute over the fields,
before it disappeared out of sight
over a dip in the land.

She said: “It was definitely not
just a black cat. I thought ‘am I
losing my mind?’

“But by the way it walked I /

don’t think it could have been
anything other than a panther.

“It was far bigger than a cat
and its walk was much more
, burposeful.”

“I didn’t tell my daughter
about it because I didn’t want to
scare her.”

The first time the panther was
seen in the area was in July 1994
in a field near Blackmore Thick
Farm, between Bulwick and
Southwick. _

Sightings were reported last
year near Southfield School in
Kettering and near Loddington.

In 1996 the Evening Telegraph
even offered an award of £500 to
anyone who could prove a sight-
ing of it.

Scouts close in on trip target

M CLEANING UP -
from left, Tom
Sadler, Lee
Munton and Jason
Sadler who are
hoping to join
Scouts from all
over the world in -
Thailand at the
end of December
for the 20th World
Scout Jamboree.
ET picture:
CJL73439.22

repair work
CHURCHES throughout the county have
received a financial boost to help with repair
work. .

The Northamptonshire Historic Churches
Trust has announced 11 grants totalling
£18,000 to mend roofs, build disabled facilities
and carry out a host of other work.

The grants include:

@ £500 to St John the Baptist Church, Corby
0ld Village, for repairs to the roof, rewiring,
new lighting and cleaning the stonework.

® £100 to St Michael’s Church, Great Oakley,
for lighting and rewiring.

® £2,000 to St Michael and All Angels,
Wadenhoe, repairs to the roof.

® £1,500 to All Saints Church, Lamport, for
repairs to the roof and floor, new guttering
and downpipes.

® £1,500 to St Andrew’s Church, Broughton,
to build a toilet with disabled facilities.

Much of the money was raised through an
annual sponsored bike ride in September.
Nearly 300 churches opened for the day and
were visited by more than 2,000 cyclists who
raised more than £34,000, the hlghest amount
the event has ever raised.

This year’s bike ride will take place on
Saturday, September 14, and organisers are
hoping even more people will take part.

Anyone interested should ask at their local
church for details.

Trust chairman Peter Haddon said: “We
are delighted to be able to help 11 churches
with these grants.

“Our grants are relatively small when
considering the total cost of the repairs that
these churches are undertaking - about
£300,000.

However, this is an unportant role for the
trus ”

SCOUTS washed cars outside a
Kettering gym in a bid to raise
money for a trip to Thailand.

Three -Kettering teenagers have
been given the. opportunity to join

Scouts from all over the world in -

Thailand at the end of December for
the 20th World Scout Jamboree. But
they ‘have to raise £2,500 each.

Lee Munton, 14, and Tom Sadler,
15, and his brother Jason, 14, got
busy with sponges outside Hunter
fitness centre at Kettermg

They hope to join about 20,000
other Scouts at the jamboree.

" Lee’s dad Kevin said: “They have
done really well and are on the home

straight now. They already have

more than £7,000 of the £7,500 they
need.

“We would like to thank the
fitness centre for letting us use its
forecourt to wash people’s cars and
everyone who has helped us raise
the money.”

The car washing session raised
£64.
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Daily Express Saturdaill vMéy 18 2002

ONCE upon a time crop circles could be
guaranteed to pull in a huge audience of
those convinced of the existence of a
mystical world beyond our knowledge.

But these days they have become rather
corny. Seekers of bizarre phenomena have
come up with a new and even stranger
craze for the summer - sheep circles.

This is the picture, believed to be the only
one of its kind in the world, which has
caused the frenzy. Taken by Pam Penfold,
from Rainham, Kent, it shows 107 sheep~

By Greg Swift

standing or lying in a distinct circle about
170ft in diameter. Mrs Penfold, 40, took the
photograph from a lay-by on the A9 near
Inverness.

Yesterday she said: “We were driving
back from the Highlands and wanted to
change drivers because it is a such a long
journey.

“We stopped to have a picnic as well and

Fnoticed-that-a flock of sheep in a nearby

field were standing in what looked like a
circle. .

“It was a bit ragged at first and there
were a few strays but after about 25
minutes they had all formed into a circle
and were standing almost exactly the same
distance from each other.

“It was so unusual that I took a
photograph which I subsequently passed on
to a friend who is into crop circles.

“He wrote.about it in a magazine and put
it on the Internet and the whole thing took

. off. I have had people contacting me

wanting to know more about the picture, it
is being discussed in online chat rooms and
an American author, Neil Olsen, has asked
me if he can use it in his next book.”

Mrs Penfold’s sheep circle is already
being mentioned in scientific journals but
as yet no explanation for the strange
formation has suggested a coherent cause.

One theory, taken from the crop circle
world, is that small, circular winds force the
sheep to gather in this way. ’
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From:_ Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) g %
Operations and Policy 1 Room 6/73 '

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Metropole Building, Northumberland House, London, WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial)
(Fax)

0207 218 2140

Your Reference

Our Ref
N D/DAS/64/3 €—

Date
Z? August 2001

Thank you for your letter dated 29 July 2001. As you will be aware from previous
correspondence, the Ministry of Defence has only a very limited interest in matters concerning
‘unidenified flying objects’ and I am therefore afraid that I have nothing to add to our earlier
statements. Your letter has been placed on our files.

W S'. VICQ/(U‘-‘)
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From:_ Directorate of Air Staff 4a, Room 8245 %

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE | "7—
Main Building, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
{Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference
D/DAS/64/3 ¢ 10 + \/

Date
24-July 2001

...

Thank you for your letters dated 13 & 21 July 2001. As you will be aware from previous
correspondence, the Ministry of Defence has only a very limited interest in matters concerning
‘unidentified flying objects' and I am therefore afraid that I have nothing to add to our earlier
statements. Your letters have been placed on our files.

YO v S}V\@fe’(‘a
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be abusive;

interrupt other speakers or the Committee
debate.

¢ ADDITIONAL NOTES

Councillors will always give equal weight
to views received from members of the
public in writing so as not to disadvantage
those who, for whatever reason, are
unable to attend a meeting, or who are
unable to speak in public.

The right to speak does not apply to
formal consultees like the County Council,
English Heritage, the Ramblers’ Association
etc. There is already a procedure for
involving these organisations in the
planning decision making process.

A list of the dates of Development
Committee meetings for the year is
available from the Committee Clerk on
01832 742109.

The agenda for each Development
Committee is available for public
inspection at East Northamptonshire
House, Thrapston, the Rushden Centre,
Rushden and the Tourist Information
Centre in Oundle on the Friday preceding
the meeting.

e If English is not your first language and
you would like help with interpretation ‘
or translation please contact the
Committee Clerk on 01832 742109.

e Nothing in these arrangements shall
supersede the Council’s Standing Orders
for the proper conduct of the meeting.

e The Chairman’s authority at a meeting is
final.

This leaflet explains the arrangements for
applicants, objectors and local Councils to speak
on planning applications at meetings of the
Development Committee. There are similar
arrangements if you want to speak to the
Committee about other agenda items - in which
case please read the companion leaflet “HAVE
YOUR SAY AT COUNCIL MEETINGS”

If you need further information -

Telephone 01832 742109
Fax 01832 734839
DX 701611 Thrapston.
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¢ TALKING TO THE COMMITTEE
ABOUT PLANNING
APPLICATIONS

There are written consultation and notification
procedures for planning applications. Now you
can also speak directly to Councillors at the
meeting of the Development Committee

ication they will be asked to choose a
‘(esperson to represent them. Otherwise
requests will be dealt with on a “first to-ask,
first served” basis. Professional agents eg
lawyers or consultants will not be allowed to
speak.

¢ How long can 1 speak’
Yo minutes, after which

¢ How will I know when to
speak?

The Chairman of the Committee will invite you

to speak.

¢ Will I be asked questions?
At the discretion of the Chairman you may be
asked to expand or clarify something you have
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dealing with the application.

¢ How do I arrange to speak?

Anyone who wants to speak at a meeting of
the Development Committee must inform the
Council beforehand. You should write to or
telephone the Committee Clerk (01832 742109)
before 5.00 p.m. on the last working day
before the meeting.

If you have written to us with your objections
on a planning application you will be sent a
letter telling you the date of the Development
Committee which will consider the application.

¢ Where are meetings held?

Development Committee meetings are held on
Wednesdays at intervals of 3 to 4 weeks in the
Council Chamber at East Northamptonshire
House, Thrapston, starting at 7.30 p.m.

¢ Who can speak?

A maximum of 3 speakers will be allowed per
application. One person is allowed to speak on
behalf of the Parish or Town Council; one on
behalf o