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. From:- Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room_ I:I Floe

-

«:

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax}

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date ‘

25 November 1992

e

Thank you for your letter dated 17 November, and for sending a copy of the "UFO
hypothesis and survival questions" paper, by the late Lambros Callimahos. I
would be interested in seeing the article that you are producing; we are always
interested in seeing serious research on the UFO phenomenon.

On another matter, when we last spoke, you passed me details of a sighting that
had occurred in Stapleford, Derbyshire. You may be interested to know that we
have still received no other reports that might tie in with what was seen; I
would by now have expected to have received details of any other such sightings.
I wish you luck with your own investigation.

\,ﬂms Sincered ] ‘

| @é{;

Racycled Paper
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< 7 Y From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehali London SW1A 2HB

Tetephione (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
24 November 1992

Vo

Details of the report that you made concerning the strange object that you saw
in the sky earlier this month have been passed to this office as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFQ sightings. Our only concern is to establish
vhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
ve judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. We accept, however, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations, who may be able to
offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports they may
have received. The details are as follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)

€D

Recycled Paper



* = ® “Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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. From: -Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room-

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
23 November 1992

L%aw ;

Details of the report that you made concerning the strange lights that you saw
in the sky on 19 November have been passed to this office as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFQ sightings. Our only concern is to establish
vhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
ve judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, or lasers reflecting off clouds. Ve accept, however, that there
will always be some sightings that defy explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations, who may be able to

offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports they may
have received. The details are as follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Tel no.

@

Recycled Paper
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Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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ey occagionalifhe NSSJ
‘maithag’ cnnl'mm Wetter

e utterly riveting that atl

T

athier work smuat wail while ita

vahlents are digested.
Raife Walley, of London NWG.is:

weeking my support for hls cam-
prign against his compulsory ve-,
tirement from the civil service
back in 1972 on the grounds of
menlal illitess, Mad {to use his
choice of word) he may be, et
hie writes a darped fine Jeltert -
He atarts with the aasertion:“1
am, of was, Juidas [scariol, aml
Adau (which is a laugh because
I thought he was a mytiD.” Wal- ¢
fey explains th'lt he used to think *
he wag Jcsua "Christ: “Then 1
atiuck lucky, [yvas Judas i be
teaving him w.w !ho only, thm;( 0"
do.” Jesus, 1t turng oud, is Sibyl "

Goltlich, wife of lelc} 4 former e

“hoas at the Ministry of Power,’

fternard Gottlleh; she is alw\'
Satan, Walley Informs me. B
Heramd. Goltlich, nwanwh:lr“
ward {o be Poutius Pilate. Wnklcy .
writew ] llunk—-—.’ll(!mnuh l rmH
jriseve thinlie ‘also wa‘v .’Pt)
amdo da Viner and Inmo,.: R

Thete ia more A ¢dvil bervice o

ah committes mclud(-q the -’

Twee nenior disclpled--Peter,

T and James. 'eler wasappar

athy an mnlmrmmlu}’ al the

Py undil l‘(;tl“”) (he was
i

wning a blisd eye

winally [ have the highest
el possible for yoar
selfent magazioe,
Mning the Galf ensis, you
re ane of the fow publications
esnpared foag's invasion of
i o fdessesia ™ invasion of
st in 1970, and dvew
cntien o the donble stamdads
b wedd,
ulb when prishiog an inferview
h Meteon Mandely, wheie be
o for sanclions on South
wa to stay (“Sanctinns most
28 September), i would
a1 e an ahinost
apgivable aanission not 1o
e asked Mr Mandela why,
Al a year ago in Austialia, he
reporied to have said that
aldi 7 mination against
san antersal nialter

"y upforgivable
pir Mandcla
id a visit lo a
sident
dan diclator,

’quei UeDfhilleJohn is

" .)
i

A
gl ms“;!c. 'AL feant it lw.m my

);h.)‘m.h Y
a5l hn,
umwr‘{nrz‘ctm’y at the” Departh
e ntof the Environment. Eve,in
CHne You avers wmuh‘:um, s
Lidentified ns Rmrm:\ry SiEVEn
.sop Bishop, 8 researc iy officer at
the rmmgn Office; RoseMARY.
(geddit?); is nlso Mary Mag-

" dalene. T thinl she wad marticd

lo Jesuy Clirist {that's Sibyl Got-
the nlmm they had an open mar
viaye,” says Walley, “1 think | was

mv:tm! to ‘:Icr'p witl her tno.”

“Other' dotmls “wre provided
" aboutthec uereatinéarnations of

- Soerales, :md ‘{"{utlnppv Joseph

and; Mary and the archangels
(,ulnwt and Michnel, all ofwhom'
Cappear 1o, bo warking in the Brit-
sl il service inong capacity or
anuthu‘ Walley provides mewith-
h'lr-p!umr‘ mlmb( v for themall.”
T mmﬂun this because, of afl:
ﬂw various, 'conspiracy theorica
X

to hve hmm‘d onmy deak in the'
‘past year, ﬂu‘; 15 c)nen{thv least

Fegular Czeely umcspomicn(

“who insists—with cottings from
his focpl { tahloids to show. that*

he's pol 'dmw itt this view—thal
lhv ullnpbt: :;K w-vmnmlsm in-
.wluux ‘Europe wsy 'x(!ml!y i
plot (o ‘enable’ (mmmulml party

leadersty lmnfefﬂ alate property

inlo !hmr own’ p({v.m‘ haswds.

! j "S!ewy P!Mt

wha batchered up loa mi”inn
suspected compiunists in 1965
Before taldng power, and who
sent in his roops i 1975 (0
fvade Dast Timor, a former
Purtupaese colony in the Soath
Pacific. which claimed the lives
of 200,000 natives {(almost a Hand
of the fonaer papulation). My
Mandela accepled a

USS10 million cheque from
Suharto for the ANC, while
omilting to make representution
an hehalf of his victims. When
will the anti-apartheid movemoent
stop b ning a blind eyc un
vacisn be ynnd tlie borsters of

South Afrival

Hihort Giesclten
Wildeshausen
(Cermnny

Dismay and alann

Eadhiakvishnan Nayae's
porception ("Eastera sunrise ,(1‘1
October) that the “Seviets’
nhgnnwn( with the western canp
hidhs fair to do far more fur

“ddone by

26

-
many thivd world mations’
imlt-;:q.neh, we l}mn was ever
v insately deegepf
Soviet Vhion™ s highls
uestionabile, sinee he is alno
very upheal sthout anew
Sine Japanese conduainium
being the principal support of his
projected Asia Pacific order,

Meither Lo nor Ching hag
any less of an imperialist
predgeee than the west, Indeed,
their insividual toeords have
often been worse, s those who
revatl the worlinge of Tokyo's
pre-wine CoPrasperity Spheee i
the Far East will readily toshly,
anuh s Tibetans today relate
their exprerience as i subject
preaple under Beijing's colonial
rede, Fur thermore, Caba,
Vietnn and Indie, despite thetr
cantasting political and social
syslems, e theee cauntrics
whone independence and
secnily were greatly
Wl engthenrd by Soviet
assisbnge,

A i Lapanese Co Prosperity
Sphiere pny wonld bea
totalitu it abominition,
parnished with the hard
capitalism ol continuing stock:
et seandals and politicatly
contiived Bctionlased siople-
party povernnent, Suelra
prospect nest HEsoalists and
liberals aditee, b Asto il
elsewhere, with disnay and
abvro,

Premen Addy
London W4

Wave of nostalgia

Brunhild de la Motte's article
UCome back, East Germang, all
is forgiven”, 4 October) isa
fascinting exanple of the
current wave of nostalgia for the
{ormer GDR that is swecping
through inteltectual circles in
Gerany, {tis a wave
characterised, on the one hand,
hy a reluctance to admit that the
G was a political and moral
disaster arca, and, on the other,
Ly an cagerncss to draw crude’
il emiolive comparisons
hetween the policies of the
Federal German govermment
and these of the Nazis. Doth
characteristics are abundantly
displayed by Ms de la Motte.
Although shie concedes that

the GUI was a “hotchad and
unhculthy” aftenyt to build an
alternntive posiwa

SOUTONLR vny )

r sociely, she l

ncvcrilu.lcé trmpets m{' ocial
and cultdralfachievenients of thal,
stafen s "cheap msueey plaves™

and ils “enviable spread of

theatres™. Can these
achievements blind us to the ot
that the GDR was a

- serontousdic, Stalinist

thctatorship, which showed
contenygt for hunian rights, and
which was ultimately rejected by
the people it clained to serve?
And questionabie though many
of the polivies of Chancellor
Kalil's povernment have beey,
they de sot amount to the Kind of
fes enactiment or continuatiun of
the Nazi policies suggestad by
Ms de 1 Matte's bieathtaking
and calculated innuendaes,
Lmative jibes suchas “the uew
order”, or "unification, scen from
almost any angle of daily life, is
atore lile i Anschluss™, may
salisfy certain prejudices about
the mature of German
sovernment and sovicty. They do
net contribute fo seasible and
informed debate about what is
awhuadly h:m;)(*ningkin the former

DI

Nicholus Martin

Jesus College

(hfurd

Not {air play

1 read with dishelicf the
aldvertisement that appeared on
page 31 in the 27 September -
issue of NSS.

My name appearcd, alony with
a number of others, in an
advertisement purporting lo
have the sapport of the supposcd
signatorics against the current
leadership and aims of the
Labour Party.

1 am totally opposed to the
setting up of an alternative to the
Labowr Party. | wondered how
my nane could be o an
advertiscment 1 had nol agreed
with nor hind cvennbeen asked
about. The only explanation [ can
come up with is thal, at the 1991
Burston Rally, some supporiers
of the Socialist Workers Parly
were disrupling this event by
shiouting and using a
megaphoue. As a scniar stewasd,
1 was asked to intervene, During
the discussion, they asked m® it
had supported witchbunts. 1
which 1 xcphcd no. They Y87
astecd me to sign Ulg uie '”31
against wilchine’ Vs i

L leanr




. 0
From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roo- £77

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax) F—

Your reference

_ Qur reference
-D/Sec(AS8)12/3
.~ Date

19 November 1992

Thank you for telephoning your report of a UFO sighting to this office earlier
today. In fact, although we receive and co-ordinate a number of UFO reports,
the role of the Ministry of Defence in this subject is very limited.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. Although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them, we accept that there will alvays be some sightings that defy
explanation.

I understand that you asked for details of some of the civilian organisations in
this country that actually investigate UFQ sightings; the details are as
follows:

British UFQ Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Quest International

Tel no. TGN

I hope this is helpful.
Yw? 5 fnwﬂj

€5

, Recycled Paper



. -From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 40

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Butlding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard) -
(Fax) T

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
19 November 1992

Details of the report you made earlier this month concerning the strange green
glow that you saw in the sky have been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, or lasers reflecting off clouds. We accept, however, that there
will always be some sightings that defy explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFQ organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports
that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)

&
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; Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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) From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room‘

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax) e

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

19 November 1992

Vro

Thank you for your letter dated 17 November in which'you asked about UFO reports
held by the Ministry of Defence.

No UFO reports that ve are aware of are judged to have presented a threat to the
security and defence of the United Kingdom.

As you will know, some UF0 books contain accounts of alleged incidents that
their authors believe did present a threat. From time to time people send us
photocopied extracts of such books, and ask for our views. Whilst we do have

extracts from such books as "Above Top Secret" by Timothy Good, we have no other
literature.

Given your interest in this subject, you may wish to know that one of the
programmes in Channel 4’s current "Equinox" series will be devoted to NASA’s
Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) project., I believe that the
programme is to be shown at some stage during December.
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Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a

Room

Ministry of Defence (Main Building)
White Hall

London

SWI1A 2HB

17 November 1992

Your Ref: D/SEC (AS) 12/3

vear SRR

‘Thank you for your letter dated 14 October 1992, and the enclosed correspondence
dated 7 April 1987.

How can I obtain Ministry of Defence reports of UFO incidents that have presented
a threat to the security and defence of the United Kingdom?

Could you also point to reference you may have on file from UFO literature within the
public domain that may come into this category.

Respectfully,




Fo' . " prom: - Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Roomm £lé

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling) o
(Switchboard) )
{Fax) _ o

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
18 November 1992

Your report concerning the strange object that you and your daughter witnessed
vesterday has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. ° Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, ve do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or aircraft lights
seen from unusual angles, or airships illuminated from the inside. We accept,
hovever, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports
that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFO Research Association

- Tel no. -

Contact International (UK)
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I hope this is helpful.
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British UFQO Research Association

Secretariat (Air Staff) 2A
Room

Main Building

Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB

Date: 12th November 1992

Dear

Just a note to enclose a copy of our rather belatedly published
UFO Times as promised.

The training day that we discussed has not yet been re-scheduled,
and will probably now not come around until the New Year but I
will keep you informed of this in due course.

on a personal front things have been very busy and I have been
rather 'hands off' from BUFORA for a while but I shall be getting
back to that subject shortly and will no doubt be in touch with
you again then.

I hope you are keeping well and look forward to speaking to you
soon.

Very best wishes.

o
g
i ¥

BUFCRA LIMITED. Registered Office: ? Registered in London 1234024

Registration Mumber FOT79204

Registered under the DATA PROTECTION ACT



o ‘From:_ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room ‘

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialiing)
{Switchboard)
(Fax}

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

12 November 1992

J. -

Thank you for your letter dated 10 November, in which you asked about the *
Government’s viev on UFOs, and the position of the Ministry of Defence. 1In
fact, I have already been contacted by one of your associates. I explained that
I would not be able to conduct an interview, but sent a letter setting out our
policy. I explained that this could be used to illustrate our policy and views.
The following paragraphs - which I have already included in a letter to your
colleague ~ set out this information.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do - and this has
not been the case so far - we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Given this limited involvement with the subject, the Ministry of Defence has no
department which is appointed solely for the purpose of studying UFO reports,
nor are there any staff employed on the subject full time. The reports wve
receive, which are usually limited to very brief details of what was seen, are
passed to staff in departments concerned with the air defence of the United
Kingdom, who examine them as part of their normal duties.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UFO phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK. and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified. '

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris
re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless avare, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will alvays be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the stories that are sometimes told, there is no question of our

&5
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' "attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from the

public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which supports
the existence of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial spacecraft have
ever visited the earth. Again, we are open-minded about the possibilities.

The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloc",
because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be viewed at the Public Record Office. The files we hold in
this office go back to about 1985, so we are able to ansver specific queries
that people have about particular sightings. which have occurred in recent

years, and can let them know whether we have a report on the incident, and if
so, what it contains. Most of the reports that we have are relatively
unexciting, and refer to little more than a vague shape or light in the sky.

You may be interested to knov the numbers of UFO sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 - 209
1991 - 117

So far this year we have received just over 100 sightings, although at least a
dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
the inside - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I
sav this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports
of a bright cigar-shaped UFO travelling slowly over London. I mention this as a
useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFO report. Many reports this year have been caused by lasers or
searchlights reflecting off clouds; such equipment is used increasingly in
advertising and entertainment, especially at outdoor music festivals.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with the production of your video.

i
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* " From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Roo”

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

10 -November 1992

b

When we spoke earlier today I promised to send you a letter setting out the
position of the Ministry of Defence with regard to UFOs. With regard to your
request for an interview, I regret that this will not be possible. You are,
however, free to draw upon this letter in representing our policy and views.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do - and this has
not been the case so far - we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Given this limited involvement with the subject, the Ministry of Defence has no
department which is appeinted solely for the purpose of studying UFO reports,
nor are there any staff employed on the subject full time. The reports we
receive, vhich are usually limited to very brief details of what was seen, are
passed to staff in departments concerned with the air defence of the United
Kingdom, who examine them as part of their normal duties.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UFO phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris
re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless aware, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the stories that are sometimes told, there is no question of our
attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from the
public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which supports
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the existence of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial spacecraft have
ever visited the earth. Again, we are open-minded about the possibilities.

The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloc",
because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
public vieving for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be viewed at the Public Record Office. The files we hold in
this office go back to about 1985, so we are able to ansver specific queries
that people have about particular sightings which have occurred in recent

years, and can let them know whether we have a report on the incident, and if
s0, what it contains. Most of the reports that ve have are relatively
unexciting, and refer to little more than a vague shape or light in the sky.

You may be interested to know the numbers of UFO sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 -~ 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 -~ 209
1991 - 117

- So far this year we have received just over 100 sightings, although at least a
dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
~ the inside - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I

. saw this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports

of a bright cigar-shaped UF0 travelling slovly over London. I mention this as a
useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFO report. Many reports this year have been caused by lasers or
searchlights reflecting off clouds; such equipment is used increasingly in
advertising and entertainment, especially at outdoor music festivals.

I hope this is helpful, and I should like to wish you the best of luck with your
project. If you have any further questions, please let me know. ’

}é@f§ §ngﬂ5§ ;




© .7 From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roomm

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reterence

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

10 November 1992

M
v , ;

Thank you for your letter dated 6 November in which you asked about a UFO
sighting that occurred on 7 January 1966.

Although you mentioned that a report of this incident is held by the Ministry of
Defence, I am afraid that it is almost certain that we no longer have it, as
prior to 1967 all UFO files were routinely destroyed. I can only suggest that
you try the other UFO groups, to see if they can help.

Although we are always happy to provide assistance to researchers when we can,
the files we hold in this office only go back to 1985. The assistance that we
can provide will therefore only relate to comparatively recent cases. -

I wish you luck with your research.

/

)/ H
% 5‘“’ WA (/'{/

&9

Recycled Paper



Dept:Airstaff 2A
Ministry of Defence
Main building
Whitehall
London
SW1A 2HB Date:6/11/92

IR ©ccton 40

I am writing to you as i am wondering if you could
help in connection with a ufo case which happened some time
ago.

As you was most helpful the last time i wrote to you,i am
hopeing that you can help me again.The case was reported from
the district of wilmslow,cheshire,the nearest town being the
town of ALDERLEY EDGE,The date of the case was the 7/1/66 and
was reported by the local police as the main witness was one
of there officers,an officer by the name of
‘ I am
writing to you as i know that the m.o.d.does have the report
on this case as the officer involved was interviewed by a
member of airforce intelligence.if you are unable to trace
this case i would be greatful if you could tell me of any
other department within the m.o.d.that could help me to trace
the case report,as the case did happen within the area that i
cover and i find it an interesting case.

I hope that you can
help me,and i would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for any help that you may beable to give. B

yours .
* l‘"".-‘i
singéiely
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< From: _ Secrétaria‘t(Air' Staff)2a, Room- :

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE = . -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Dfreci{ Dialling)
(Svyitchboard)
(Fax) .

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

9 November 1992

p.. -

Thank you for your letter dated 6 November in which you asked about a UFO
sighting that occurred on 19 September 1992.

I have checked through our files, but can confirm that we did not receive any
reports that might tie in with the case you are investigating, either in date,
location or description of object.

No obvious explanation for what was seen springs to mind; while we believe that
explanations could be found for most UFO sightings, we accept that some cannot
readily be explained, and we have an open mind on these.

I vould be happy to run a similar check for any other cases that you
investigate, and I hope this is of some use.

YW b Since (7{; y

€9
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Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a
Room
Ministry of Defence
Whitehall

London SW1A Z2HB

SUSSEX/HAMPSHIRE UFOs

6 November 1092

Thank you for your very useful letter (Ref D/Sec(AS)12/3 of 3 November).
I will follow up the leads you have kindly provided.

You may be able to help in the case of the following specific example
of a very unusual UF0Q observed recently:

Two reliable witnesses living near Midhurst both observed what

may be referred to as a "large upright phosphorescent emerald
green cylinder (or silo)", This was travelling in a straight

line northwards at a speed of 40/50 m.p.h. at a height of about
100 ft and was seen at a range of roughly 200 yds runminghparallel
to the A286. This was seen for up to 1 minute until it passed

out of sight at 6.30 pm on Saturday 19 September 1992.

In making a local appeal for other witnesses, a similar UFO was seen
16 years and 20 years previously!

T would be interested to learn whether your official records indicate
anything of thiskature in this area (or elsewhere}perhaps on a
different occasion).

Incidentally, I am an ex-MoD scientist, having worked at SRDE, RAE,
London and ASWE/ARE over the past 40 years.

Thanking you, in anticipation.

Yours sincerely:




i
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Page 43 - 111: UFOs implicated in death of USAF pilot. In September 1970 a USAF exchange pilot died during a exercise over the North Sea when his RAF Lightning interceptor ditched whilst shadowing a Shackleton. His body was never found. In 1992 the Grimsby Evening Telegraph published a story, quoting anonymous informants that claimed the aircraft had been scrambled from RAF Binbrook, Lincolnshire, to intercept UFOs tracked by RAF radars. The MoD papers contain a summary of the original RAF Board of Inquiry report into the fatal crash completed in 1972. These contain no mention of UFOs and conclude the pilot’s death was an accident.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

" Telephone (Direct Dialling)
: {Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
6 November 1992

-
V Ear - - /

Thank you for your recent letter to the Prime Minister, on the subject of
extraterrestrial intelligences. I have been asked to reply.

Contrary to some of the stories that are sometimes told, the Ministry of Defence
does not possess any evidence that would support the existence of alien life, or
suggest that alien spacecraft have ever visited the earth. Ve are, however,
open-minded about the possibilities, and it will be interesting to await the
results of the latest NASA Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI)
project.. You may be interested to know that one of the programmes in Channel
475 "Equinox" series will be devoted to the SETI project, and should be shown at
some stage during December.

Vith regard to the position of the US authorities, you may wish to write to the
US Embassy in London. The address is as follows:

United States Embassy
24 Grosvenor Square
London

W1A 1AE

I hope this is helpful.

\[Wf ﬁ‘%&% {
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Head of

The attached letter which the Prime
Minister has received has been acknowledged by
10 Downing Street and has been forwarded to
this Department for official action.

a. No 10 have passed it to us for

action as we see fit and you are asked

to consider whether there is anything which
can usefully be said to the correspondent
and to action accordingly.

or ~
b. 10 havé asked~that a full reply
e nt hng you\should

2. Unless specifically asked to do so, there
is no need for you to copy your replies to
this office.

for APS/”ecreﬁéry of

il secion <0 [
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Oct 18th 1992.

Dear Prime Minister,

I am concerned with the revelations constantly /
arising about the contact that the government has had, and is complying
with, with what have been described as ETI, I am concerned that in
conjunction with the US, there is a program which is dealing with
potentially hostile "Greys”.

The genetic cross breading with these alleged creatures, and the
abduction cases, and the implant technologies being described, are
alarming at the very least,

As it would appear there is a policy to release such data, and the data
relating to WW2 experiments relating to interdimensional travel, all be
it via time, I imagine all such data is therefore not classified, as we
know about it!

I am concerned that this is not properly being handled, and would ask
that it is time to "come clean” on these issues.

It is MY analysis that a full and properly structured "Effected
Response" is required in these matters. Failing this, I predict, that
until such time, the lucky select few to occupy the hot seat in Downing
Street will have a very rough time indeed, and our nation, and its
relations, will take a very bad turn for the worse. As I conjectured
this some time ago, and as it is coming true as predicted; I urge your
office to take full and effective action to release and advise fully,
the general public on these matters, with immediate effect.

As I say it is YOU who will incur penalty in this regard. Please I urge,
if such matters of the so called "greys"” and various meetings with
officials at Benwaters are true, as eye witnesses are saying, in the US,
then PLEASE do act, and tell us what IS going on.!

The time has passed that "officially” sanctioned_ releases
are good enough. The public fireworks display at Nevada, and the
genetic experiments on little childeren from Africa, in Dreamlands, both
in the UK and US has gone long enough without a full statement.

The Cydonian Monuements, and the connection with our own English
"Cydonian" replica make any disclaimers of No UF0Os or Aliens , nonsense.
"I dont know is NOT good enough.” It is time for action on this NOW

Yours sinceretyy




.= From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, R‘30’“-

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard})
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date

- . 6 November 1992

e
- £, .,
Vew

Your report concerning the strange light that you witnessed yesterday has been
passed to this office, as ve receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat
to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this
has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, or lasers or searchlights reflecting off low clouds. We accept,
however, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and ve
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports

that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

it arch Association
Contact International (UKR) ‘
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I hope this is helpful.
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From: _Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

ol Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
5 November 1992

I thought it would be useful if I wrote to confirm the points I made yesterday
when we spoke about the crash of a Lightning F6 aircraft, on 8 September 1970.

Following a number of approaches from researchers, who had heard stories that
this aircraft had crashed during an encounter with a UFO, I tracked down the
Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this particular crash. This document is
classified Restricted, as is the case for all AARs, and cannot therefore be
released. From my reading of this document I can tell you that the Lightning
was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning crashed
into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons. There is no
indication of any unidentified target having been encountered, and no reason to
suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way connected with this
tragic crash.

As I mentioned, I am trying to track down further papers relating to this
accident, in the hope that there will be an Unclassified Military Aircraft
Accident Summary (MAAS), that I can release. Given the time that has elapsed
since the accident, there are no guarantees that I will be successful. I will
let you know what, if anything, I track down.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

YM? S {mce’xff/[;
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Wellington . - Our reference
New Zealand ‘ _ N D/Sec(AS)12/3
' ) o Date

4 November 1992

-

Thank you for your letter dated 28 October to the Secretary of State for
Defence. I have been asked to reply.

While The Ministry of Defence does receive and co-~ordinate details of some UFO
sightings, our role is very limited. I suggest, therefore, that you contact the
civilian UFO organisations that are currently engaged in study of the UFO
phenomenon. I am sure that they will be interested in what you say, and keen to
exchange ideas and data. I suggest the following groups:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Quest International

I hope this is_helpful.

72@75 éyngaj
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Te!ephone -

@A‘5Nl*v

I attach letter(s) which the Secretary
of State has received from members of the
public, and which -hawves/have not been
acknowledged by this office.

I.should be grateful if you would
arrange for the appropriate action to be
taken, including a reply as necessary. Since
the Secretary of State attaches importance to
such letters addressed to him being answered
promptly, any reply should be sent within two
weeks of the date of this minute. If,
exceptionally, this should prove impossible
an interim reply should be sent within the

same timescale.
Fo! APS/secretary of

- f ? State
TR,
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Midstry of Defense
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spinrdng, Hhy srourds of 5 metsl ors are fed ndo the

L cove wivioh foivn o bisok hele, Meomenelntinthe
srocess the blaok hole goos bang reloasing o sevis of
arergy for collecilon espechlly alecive maynetie.

iy, By sophdng the spin of the ongine o thelr oulsy
catlg the UFG charges Bs rolstive slee (.o becames
vy sl sl vary haswy, & black hele of W's own
seoord) and ks capsble of sctuslly approaching the slaned,

Banefl or drowback the overg horleen of the UFD akers
the fasler B splne, avwd the oloser 1o the danger song

i cornes (hafore § goes barng 2 well). This means that
% bs woveling Torssards Intime. To s ¥ msans the
Hhwes bonstlen can bave anall alls I e,



ot The englne i alse used o slar fw 5oin of the pve

fushon misslies, Those spaco torpadons sre ol warkesd
with & mechardsm witdeh twenkes the apln posd coliesl on
e frarn the UFD {or UFD read “wsapon®™y.

i ackBion to thelr fuslon engine, propulsion system, and nukes
thay have & backup power supply, Boh bassd cavemunications,
st an application of microwave nchinology thet enabies

dirard compardeation with the burmen i (slndlar in eflest ]
bosgine io iolepaliv).

Thelr normpuiters are ALl optical and can encagsulals the egos of
tholr senufecturers. Ours, a8 you would assune, v love Beell
with thel own chilien.

i that s not sufficlently swescre | have yel io mention e feg
eolisction and anamisshn dovices which are bR I deep space
ot approzching & planet ang which [ ooloquialy refer o as
*irrors®. ‘

The comwnimication mediam ls loght b ¥ b lghd travelling

# some frectlon of G2 not ©. Once again | must reter to Elnstlen
"Rothdng fravels faslor than the spead of lght evoend Tor gt
Bt | lowwe Tor o ol thel B is posslbls Tor thoae machines

i sae the Gdure snd the way this s scoomplished s by lge
frapmrnilied and reteneenited 8 G2

The nat effect belng thet s bong 88 your miorer eudsts somelime

i the fulire vou soe thel fubure froom the prosent and con sl Bty
and changs 8. Whaen ravelilng botween pionels hess weapons aie
usadd fo prevend demage by melsor showers ale, thelr varlsbls svont
horizon balog paviouierly vsehd whan § comes o pradioiing

danger for the methershin.

We are nod pethve fo this planel. We arvived with o escoris

of winich we onglonally haed fhyee some Wwatdy olght thousend
yaers e, extabiishing colondss in the reglons now owen o5 e
Sahwesh angd contral Austalla,

O et ship rolisd more on genetle suppont than oryogenie
sustansion sn 65 B coppeRnes envanauleiing ool by means of
sormputer was & neceselly 28 ey mey wall have nesdedt o b s
parents, The mother shis propulsion system wluded ronket
raotors arad o condrally bosled chister of jpis to asalst

ins the landing and tekoof! of such a large cislt.

Alhwuoh slen souilpped with s luslon snging and elecho magnelie
prommdsion e motbesshin codd ned spoly spdn to s ouler

fudl gs o he weapons. Bwes much mors 5 converdionsd space
vaitole, 1 was bosied under one of oo ey domes, egeh of whish
eowerss acveral saure Kllomebres. s gone, nukeding

surpsien wipek on our eolonies Twendy Thousond vasrs soo,



Tha other colonising Ble forrn with lechnoiogy sldar to oy own
abtncked Swough o cucleer curtein thet lumed spacs io s
fundoerd. However three of thelr weapons got through fo nule

s of ours ond our oolondes.  Tragic misiake fov gl concamed.
We sl had two weepons which slthough they coule aol use nuies
within the vicinlly of the planed, could Ride I madier when
thraatenad (he roverss wes ales rus).

The majority of our popudaion wers wiped o in the giteck. Vary
cudek and peinkess for thom, We sl had shdesn thousand peopls
o the planed, scatierad in varkus groups, ¢l dealing with the
alffscis of fugion wariars the most alaming from the confamporsry
i of viewr baing genelle wadstions and the effect of Isclsling
e gone pood. Life outslds the domes was lved by people who
chose ¥, and by suplovation and mining lewns.

Cormurdention belweon our wespons and ourselves post the svent
was diffloult due o the sboway nslive of the corversstions,
Rebuiiding was o vituad inposalbiilty. This hed to dowith ibe
natirn of colonising B forms in that they oo nod inhabit off

of the plenet bng rather lseve § a5 & native 200 andd inhabit

areas ke the Sahural which was open grssstand,

So botwsen 18,000 B.O srd the ves of cordamporary chilsations
meoid the workd, tur ones ollve sllnned long ved sncesirs
musragesd 1o loose . Hearly 4000 generations adapding io Bl
mside the domas on & high gravity plered they manuged 1o Torm the
rtes whinh collpciboaly ave e 58 R,

The relendion of ruth was ot heload se long feem hislory bears o
by such evenls a5 the gret Tood and the tes of religions. For
Instance %w rue genesls of the "Fopoh Vil of the Mayen cullure
wias ohilisrated by the Spanish i the name of Chalst,

The opposifion were walling Tor o of v averds. I o woapoens
sbinsded b Sallod o oo i of Tl before thern, thoy couid bawe
beotnit thel methershins in (elihough thed pen must have had &
disnirdzhing chencs of sucosss ovwr the isst wo condunias)

Absrnalhaly they oould look for 2 chires of escase rurembering
that once outside the perlmiter of the planet ow nuckesr cutialn
winsded 0o un aoaln. They hed o steategie scheaniage Iy nunshers argd
Wik 1 ot they didd. Relighon was 2 e baenied o Mds the

Truth bad too Smay o rely upon since we e B baek Inle

SRR,

ft was definestely not withes subsiance however, e old
ausasiion “How many angels codd Il on & s head ¥ belng e
ciose to the mark 55 2 s posalbla o oot

Mowe due o Be faot el we had almost come Tl circls by the time
the opposition decided to chancs an sacaps (s the showementionsd
gpioaion bedng our “laresll and dont come bask tharia™ it s

it nposaible o ballove that we con ranch o s recoeer



i loat inowdedge. it i alrost a necessily given our prasent
shustion.

Yo sy be wondering how | know this having nover giyobaliad o UFD
i mey We? Advanced microwans [ guess (sas Feorormpications”
irvaetory akove). Our quole on the matier °if wes this o Bang on

for stalarmeie.”,

Ti “spsoskion”, will they begsn rving io use the “shen® ootwend
i ey the Truth, were rather leen on the coneapl of Gl 08 20
shernsiive 1o domed civilsations and moder warlsre. Yetwlwna
rmess has masiored inter stellar traved and the time condinulm thay
mre Gots, A lpas! we wWere UNch.

The malr ouistending poinis are...

- O wesnons desperalely need reflusling. Onlya
hasefull of counries am capable of renching them and
they are teielly incapable of ladling. Nwe sbud
fot thorn run au of fusl angd deift off Indo spate
wie are dofonnalans soeinst bwasion. | parsonaly visw
a rapest perfonvancs as uniiiely 88 mar posasiation has
Incressed o the poird whers the planst would be far laes
attracihve 28 3 home to vy ookndsing e fomn.

- Thave sre properly fghis at siake 25 the englneering and
storad imovietioe of the T weapons (which we sl have
&t the T Furdred and Fifty miie lovel) could revolulioniss
tife for everybody. 1 is only foghosl thah the whele world
big Jeid a8 soon 8 possibie so thet the LN, can beginie
st o Trustes.

Bt whare s the prool? Whal sort of idiol would wiite & letler
Hite this withast peool. Well ropardioss of this | have witien
to oh o fWo governments, MATA BA in France and NABA Inthe &

| hope thet one of the crganisialons whom [ve oordaciad will
seloans encugh factus! Information to allow the wespens o be
deliverast ndo the hands of the UN. Hioow themio ba

e capable of speaking for themselves onoe & o of
semmunication is sateblshed (a refusling space wallk perhaps?).

YOURS FAITHFULLY

B1E IR
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Fram: _Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephonie (Direct Dialling}
{Switchboard)
(Fax}

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
4 November 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 26 October to the Secretary of State for
Defence, in which you asked about UF0s and extraterrestrial life. I have been
asked to reply. '

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do - and this has
not been the case so far - we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Given this limited involvement with the subject, the Ministry of Defence has no
department which is appointed solely for the purpose of studying UFO reports,
nor are there any staff employed on the subject full time. The reports we
receive, which are usually limited to very brief details of what was seen, are
passed to staff in departments concerned with the air defence of the United
Kingdom, who examine them as part of their normal duties.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UF0O phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris
re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless aware, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the stories that are sometimes told, there is no question of our
attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from the
public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which supports
the existence of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial spacecraft have
ever visited the earth. Again, we are open-minded about the possibilities.
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The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en blocH,
because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be viewed at the Public Record Office. The files we hold in
this office go back to about 1985, so we are able to answver specific queries
that people have about particular sightings which have occurred in recent

years, and can let them know whether we have a report on the incident, and if
so, what it contains. Most of the reports that we have are relatively
unexciting, and refer to little more than a vague shape or light in the sky.

You may be interested to know the numbers of UF0 sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follovs:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
11983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 - 209
1991 - 117

So far this year we have received just over 100 sightings, although at least a
‘dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
the inside - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I

 sav this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports

.0f a bright cigar-shaped UFO travelling slowly over London. I mention this as a

useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFO report. Many reports this year have been caused by lasers or

‘searchlights reflecting off clouds; such equipment is used increasingly in
~advertising and entertainment, especially at outdoor music festivals.

As I am sure you already know, most large bookshops and libraries have a fair
selection of books on the subject of UFOs. "Above Top Secret" by Timothy Good,
and "The UFO Encyclopaedia” by John Spencer are two books that contain a lot of
information that you may find useful.

I would also suggest that you get in touch with some of the civilian
organisations currently engaged in study of the UFO phenomenon, who will
doubtless be keen to help, and put forward their own opinions. I also suspect
that the more exotic "close encounter" UFO reports are generally made to such
groups, rather than to us; we get very few such reports. I suggest the
following societies:

British UF0 Research Association



-

Contact International (UK)

uest International

I do not know if you intend to cover crop circles in your dissertation. As you
vill know, some people believe that there is a connection between UFOs and crop
circles. The MOD is not involved in any research or investigation into the crop

circle phenomenon, but if you are interested in this subject, then you may wish
to contact the following organisation:

Centre for Crop Circle Studies

I hope this is helpful, and I should like to wish you the best of luck with your
dissertation. If you have any further questions, please let me know.

)éﬂﬂf ;[nféfb{ﬁ ,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

" Head of

I attach letter(s) which the Secretary
of State has received from members of the
public, and which have /have not been
acknowledged by this office.

I.should be grateful if you would
arrange for the appropriate action to be
taken, including a reply as necessary. Since
the Secretary of State attaches importance to
such letters addressed to him being answered
promptly, any reply should be sent within two
weeks of the date of this minute. If,
exceptionally, this should Prove impossible
an interim reply should be sent within the
same timescale,

For A"S/Secretary of
State

}3%‘} lo/?:’é’,f
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Rt Hon Thomas King MP
Ministry Of Defence
Main Building
Whitehall

London SW1A ZHB

26th October 1992

Dear Sir

1 am currently proceeding with a BA Honours degree in
Information and Library Studies. As part of the final
vear I am expected to write a dissertation. I have
chosen "the information controversy surrounding UFQOs."”

Please could vou provide me with the Government and
the Ministry of Defence's viewpoint on the existence
of UFO's and extra-terrestrials. 1 would very much
appreciate any help vyou can give me, as no doubt
it would be invaluable.

I thank vou in anticipation.

Yours faithfully.
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“ ) From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -]

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS5)12/3
Date -
4 November 1992

Your report concerning the strange object that you witnessed yesterday has been
passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat
to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this
has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, or an airship at high altitude, with only the navigation lights
visible. We accept, however, that there will alvays be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports
that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFO Research Association
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uest International

I hope this is helpful.
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Secretariat(Air Staff)a, Room-@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling) .
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date, "

3 November 1992

p Eav )

Thank you for your letter dated 25 October, in which you asked to be put in
touch with those departments that record and investigate UFOs. This section is
the sole point of contact on this subject at official level.

We do not release details of UFO sightings reported to us "en bloc", but if you
let me have the dates and locations of the specific sightings you are
investigating, I can let you have a copy of any report we have received that
might tie in with these sightings. In line with our usual policy, we would
delete details of the witness’s name and address.

I do not know if you are in touch with any of the national UF0 societies, but if

you are not, it might be worth your while making contact -with them to exchange
ideas and data. I suggest the following groups:

British UFO Research Association

Contact Inter ional (UK)

Tel no.

Recycled Paper



>
¥

Quest International

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

YM‘)' 51‘*\@7&{% _




UFO Investigation Department
The Air Ministry
LONDON

Dear Sirs, ) 25 October 1992

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS OVER THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND

Following some unusual UFQ incidents in this area (Sussex and Hampshire)
recently, I was advised by the local MH Coastguard Office to write to
you on this subject.

I should be very grateful if you could refer me to your appropriate
representative dealing with the recording and investigation of such
sightings — and perhaps names/addresses of other (Navy/Army/Civil)
organisations dealing with the examination of these accounts.

I have been receiving personal accounts of such events for several years
now, but with the recent incidence of some very unusual sightings in this
area, I have decided to take up the subject more seriously.

Any help you can provide would be greatly appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

Project Hrqubact

Principal Scientific Advisor
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE bee oo 75 5 ET0£85
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

e

Your reference

QOur reference
D/Sec(A8)12/3
- Date
:5 , 2 November 1992

s

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the

€O

tecycled Paper

crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aireraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,

and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any wvay
connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.
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/" From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 7t

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

2 November 1992

szfw | ' L

Your report concerning the strange object that you and ‘your wife witnessed
yesterday has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UF0 sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports ve receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or airships seen
from unusual angles, or weather balloons. Ve accept, however, that there will
alvays be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports
that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFQ Regearch Association

Contact Intern al (UK)
-\ Tel no.

&0
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I hope this is helpful.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
(Fax) :

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
2 November 1992

Your report concerning the strange red lights that you and your family witnessed
on 31 October has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UF0 sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include lasers or searchlights
reflecting off clouds, or ball lightning. We accept, however, that there will
alvays be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these. s

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports

that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Tel no. EESICIROIEN

Contact International (UK)

€9
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I hope this is helpful.
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”From:_ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(A8)12/3
Date

2 November 1992

D Cav | ,

Vhen we spoke last Friday I promised to let you have a letter setting out the
Ministry of Defence’s policy and views on UFOs, together with some other related
information that you may find useful. Hopefully your daughter will be able to
drav upon the information in this letter when writing her essay.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has
not been the case so far, ve do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Since our interest in UF0s is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UF0 phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris
re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless aware, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the accusations that are sometimes made, there is no question of
our attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from
the public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which
supports the existence of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial
spacecraft have ever visited the earth.

The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloc",

because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
&&
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public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be vieved at the Public Record Office. 1In fact, most of the
‘reports that we get are relatively unexciting, and refer to little more than a
vague light or shape in the sky.

You may be interested to know the numbers of UFO sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550

1980 - 350

1981 - 600

1982 - 250

1983 - 390 ;-
1984 - 214 -
1985 - 177

1986 - 120

1987 - 150

1988 - 397 ]

1989 - 258 i

1990 - 209 -

1991 - 117

So far this year ve have received around 100 sightings, although at least a
dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
the inside - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I
saw this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports
of a bright cigar-shaped UFO travelling slowly over London. I mention this as a
useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFO report.

As ve discussed, we do not break down UFO reports by occupation of witnesses, so
there is little that I can offer on the specific question of UFOs seen by the
military or by civil pilots. T would probably have noticed a reference to a UFO
having been seen by a military witness, but do not recall many cases. Perhaps
the most famous such case in the UK concerns the alleged UFO sighting at
Rendlesham Forest in December 1980. The only information we have on this is the
report by Lt Col Charles Halt of the United States Air Force. We are satisfied
that the events descibed are of no defence significance. I have attached a copy
of Lt Col Halt’s report, which you may find interesting. You will probably find
mention of this in most UFO books. Such books are probably your best source of
information on cases involving military personnel or civil pilots, as they often
highlight such cases; "Above Top Secret" by Timothy Good, and "UFO
Encyclopaedia™ by John Spencer are two books that may be useful; any large
bookshop or library should have copies of these books, and others on the
subject.

I hope this is helpful, and I should like to wish your daughter the best of luck
with her essay. If you or she have any further questions, please let me know.

)gﬁfﬁ 55n(6”£f> )
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Orn several occasions, AW% 3 anu AHR &

07 10,322

have been very helpfull o me,You will probably recall from my file,
that T am g Tormer PR I/C MoD (B4R, )1 gtill take a profound interest in

the BAF and it's reserves in whlch T served for many Years.

Currently,l am seeking information which has confused
me for many years.low that Zast-Test pol]
ording to general information,perhaps y«
on the Lighining Interceptor Pighter No.XSR94,+hich took off from

RAF

3

sinbrock during 13707 It wes pilotsd 2y sn Americsn Captain by the
nzme of Schaftner or Shefner.He was on exchange from the USAF;or perhars
econdmenta.l would like ms nmuch as is ynown/peraissible,as I would like

o -write a bit about 1t somed time,Actually, i vaguely recall the occurance
‘ ' w

g in that 1 may obialn another view of it?

was the one near Slackpeol which was als

Finally.Could you please tell me which RAF ggusdron went to

Korea and Japansalso what type of Tonkere/ Mghters it bad.That wa
0

"ﬂ
[
<t
o
oo
O
o
i¢

bage,also the Japanese and Yoroan bazee?l an 2lz0o looking for some sircrew

e

names,malnly pilots;gunners aend Wireless Operzfors.

B

).-

sio lmet corrvesponded during Peb,1390.,Ref:D/AH IB{RAF) 8/ 1.

s

I am now 63 ycars of age,but I wigh I was yvoung erough o enlist with AHE.

-

such History would put me in my natural e elemont.One day,l may want to know
about the early W1 signals systeum,and the radio gets which were used,but

.

that may come later as "enough is enough” for bvoth of us,l am willing to

pay for the regearch of informabtion,Thank you for your past help.

oure sincerely.

o~

AHBY, AT,
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G.: @ LIGHTMING+H{CATA, CATSI?

SUBG. :REPG  XSam4?
SORTED BY: »

ICENTIFICATIOM

ACCIDENT CATS AGC. NI © 70: 0034
OB3EPTO TIME: Ri42a USN: BINNENTO
LEIGHTMING Fé TAIL NO. : X3u94

s saN 5 INGROOHK

CL: AIRCREM FACTOR ! SAFETY EMERGENCY EQUIF

WA Sl

DATES. 70

SUMMARY

2LL2N Q02T Ceew Tutaliiy, Duriny sxercise. TACEVAL.

Buring an iazarcrasion. Low ¥lycng

At aiygno. LFO4E Shi

Ejection saab, Parsi da%achad, Distrsction. Aircrsfy Flew inko ground. Ejection
abanduanmen,

THE SGUADROM JOMMARMDER CLEARED THE PILOT TO PARTICIFATE IN THE TACEVAL,
THEREFORE, 1IN TWE SELIEF THAT HE WOULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN A SHADOWING OR
SHEPHERDING MITSION, GMENOWM TR THE STATION AND SGUADROM, THE TACEVAL TEAM
HAD JUST CHANGED THE ZAERCISE SCENARID FROM NORMAL INTERCERTIONS ID
INTERCEPTION, QR SHADOWING QR SHEPHERDIMG DM S5LOW SPEED LGW FLYING TARGETS.
THE TARGETE WERE SHAQULETON ANG FLYIMG AT 1&0 KNOTH, aND AT THE MINIMUM
AUTHOR I3ED FEISHT OF 1500 FEET AS SPECIFIED IM GROUP DRDERS. THE PILOT TOOK
OFF AND WAS STILL UNAWARE OF THE TYPE CR HEISHT OF HIS TARGET. HE WAS TOLD
T ACCELERATE TOMWARDS THE TAACET WHICH WAS 27 NMS AWAY. AT 20392, THE PILOT
ACKMOWLLEDRET THSTIUCTIONS, HE WAS SIVEN VARIODUS ALTERATIONS TO HEADING
UNTIL HE AMMOUMCED THAT HE WAS IN CCMTACT WITH LIGHTS 3UT WOULD HaveE 10 )
MANODELWRE TO SUTH OQWe: HIB WITIE SCUNBED STRAIMED AS THOUGH HE WaS
AFTECTED 2Y¥ 67 AT 20417 THE A WAS SEEN BY THE OTHER LIGHTNING PILOT, WHO
HAD ST ORGAEN AUWAY FROM THE TARGET, TO BE ABOUT 2, 0G0 YARDS ASTERN AND
SO0 TG LG8 FTT AGOUVE THE SHACKLETOM, IN A PORT TURM. THE SHACKLETON CREW
THEM qu THE 3L ARPARENTLY VERY LOM. WHEM AT 20422 THE LIGKTMING PULOT
FAILED TOE aUNMOWLCEDCE IMSTRUCTIONS, HE INSTITUTED EMERGENCY PROCERURES,
HOWE", HE cPEHIENCED DIFFILCULTY IN MAKING CONTACT WITH THE SHACKLETONM
BESAUEE HE LI0 wWOY HANE (MFERIATE ACCESS TO 243.0 MHI. AN IMMEBRIATE AIR
SEARCH 3Y THE TARGET SHACALETON, AMND SUBSEQUEMT AIR\SEA BEARCH THE

FOLLOWNIR Qa7 FATLED TO DETECT ANMY TRACE OF THE AZWC OR PILDT. FROM
CALILATIONG PROVIDED 3V THE 301 AND EXPERT SOURCES, & SESRCH 8Y & RN
MINESWEZPIR "LOUATEDR" THE WREDAAGE NEARLY 2 MONTHS LATER. THE A\C WAS IN A
COMPLETE 37ATE £X0ERT THAT THE PORT WIMNG HAD BROKEM OFF aND BUCKLED UMDER THE
FUSELAGE, Al 30ME FUSELAGE PAMELS WERES MISSING. THE COCKEIT CANOPY WAS
SYTACRED QU7 7 i J ARG THERE MHAS MO SION OF THE PILAOT. EXAMINATION OF
THE WRELEHMIT SIDWES THAT THE AAC HAD STRAUCK THE SE4 AT a LOW SPEED, IN A
TALL-DOWM ATTITUDE WITH & A IMIMAL BATE OF DESCEMT. IT APPEAREDR TO HAVE
PLAMED 3P SIRFACE &MD COME TOOREST COMPARATIVELY SLOWLY, BOTH

THROTTLIT WERER (M THE REHEAT GATES. THERE WAS A NOSE-UF TRIM OF & DEG,

NG HAS WP, FLAPG OOWM ApiD AIRZRAKES OUT. THERE WAS MO SIGN OF FIRE O
EKPLGS{CN BRD TAPEAT EK&NINATEQN REYEALED NO INDICATIOM THAT THE a\f WAS
JTHER THAM JERVICEABRLE AT {MPACT. THE 30ARD CONCLUDED THAY A COMBINATION .
adF A UrcFIFULr TAGR Id RUSHED PIQFUH”TﬁNLE‘ AND LACK OF TRAINING IN THE LIOW
SPEZD VISIDENT AdD mQE°H€=Q-NG TECHMIGUES, LED TO A STTUATION WHERE THE
FILIT Fallid 10 ST THE HETSHT GF HIS A\C HHILST SLOWING DOWN AND
MO LS WO TAAMET, SN0 THAT HE HaD IMADVERTEMTLY FLOWM HIS ANG INTO THE
3TN THE PILIT 4D ATTEMPTED TOeIEINVER THE SITUATIOM 8Y SELECTING SEMEAT,
T4 TaRE EFFECT: WITH- THE A\C TAIL SKIMMIMG UM THE WATER.

PRIET ;:*-:mn.
Alytraw avear,
LennTLbutary taanoeg,
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Lightnmg F6 X8894_.;":’.
b Squadron -
8 September 1970
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© limitation on his operational status was due %o his need for further 'hrainmg in.

| . .
T A MY TN » | .
eS.:, X If. Fa ,‘.Cl ‘ 3
- o - | WA N J= C e T e e et i et
- A
., :
- l . ’

ROTAL LRIR FORCE .
ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT

Date: . 8 September 1970

Aivorafhs Lightning ¥k F6 XS 894

Crew: One i .

Sortie: Tactical Evaluabion Exercise = Night
Shadowing and Shapherﬁing of Low S;peed.
Targets

Camualties: One killed

Alreraft Damage: Category 5

Tnit: : No 5 Squadron, BAF Binbrook

Cirounmstances - -

1. Yo 5 Squadron was participsting in s Strike Command ‘l’ac’aical BEvsluabion

(Taceval) exercise at RAF Binbrook. The pilot of the accldent alrcraft was a
USAF exchange officez: whose experdence included two tours of duty on USAF F102
a.ll waather i’;gh'ber airozaft‘ .He had accumilated 121 hours on Lightning

B

He had been categorised as Mlimited combat ready" after 8 weeks on the Squadron, : '

----------------

IUNE

'.Uhis was an unusually short period but the category was justii‘ied. by his USAF

Texperience &3 squadron pilot and 00U instructor, and by “hig results in’ aimla‘bur

training and dual flying tmetical and weapons checks on the Isigh'kning The -

maximmm effective use of the Idghtning weapons system and because he had not

P

; .

'
i

yet met the requirement for full vigident missioms, he had completed only two o.'c'

the specified three phases of preparation. In consequence at his. stage of

! training at the time of the mccident he would only have been cleared for
shadowlng and shepherding tasks with the target in full vismual contact. The

¢ Squadron Commander cleared the pilot to participate in the Tace?al, therefors,

in the belief that he would not be involved in s shadowing or shepherding
mipsion,

hd
?

P On the day of the accident the pilot was ordered to his sireraft at 18342
heurs, snd, after walting on readiness, was mcrambled at 19472 hours. He
sgtarted taxying, however his scrauble was cancelled and he was ordered back $o

diapars:al. On return he ordered fuel only and mo turmround servicinga Aocordir:g- ‘

°
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‘%o standing instructions the engineer officer on duty ordered g full turmwound.
’I,‘he turnround wag delsyed, and during this delay the pilot was warned that he
muld be scrambled as soon as he was ready. He asked the groundorew o expedits '

e the turnround, however, before it wag completed he called for engine glarting, - ,
failed to algn the servicing certificste and taxied out at 2025Z hours.  As he

en‘bered the mmway the metal tu::nmund boaxd and sttached servieing cert:.fzca.te

i1 fell off the alroraft,

T s o P
¢

T P
-~

e . 3«  Unknown {0 the station and aquadron, the Taceval team had just changed 'tzhe
: ' exersise scenaris from normal interaep’bmns to interception, or shadowing or - :
' shspherding on glow speed low flying targets. The targets were Shackleton ‘
¢ aireraft flying at 160 knots, and at the minimum au‘hnorised heign‘h of 1500 feet x
, as gpecified in Group Orders. The minimm speed for Lightm.ng airu:r:aft for
" visident practices is 200 knots, which was not gpecified ag an order, tut was
" referred to in the Lightning squadron training syllabus The syllsbus made no
; raferance to ghadowing or shepherdmg techniques. - Shadowing and shepherding are ’
however included in the war task of Lightning squ.admns e.nd, ‘bhua, were '
- theore’cically subject to Taceval.,

At g

S :"4.  The piloi: ‘boolc off at 20302 and was ordered to climb to FL 100; he was ~
- ~gt411 umaware of the type or height of his bargeb. He was handed over to the
i ms and was given in g short space of time, the QNH, and height of target (1,500;

' £t), and a shadowing task with target speed of 160 knots. He was %0ld %o '
‘ accelerate towards the target which was 28 nms away. At 2039Z, the pilot
soknowledged instruotions o accelerate to 0.95M to effect a rapid take over
' from another Lightning, this in a tone of surprise. He was glven vexdous :
. alterations to heading wntil he annownoed that he was in comtact with lights but |
f would have to manoeuvre to slow down; his voice mowmded strained as though he was
affected 'by 'G'. A%t 20407 the MRS broadeast that the Controller was beinz
; | changed; at this time the. Lightning was turning port at sbout 220 knots. At
Y 20418 the alreraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot, who had just broken .
a.m from the target, 'bp be at about 2,000 yards asgtern and 500 to 1,000 feet
“above the Shackleton, in a port tuwrn. The Shackleton crew then saw the alrcraft,
, - aypavently very low. The MRS Chief Controller had gpprecisted that thiz wes a
P f difficult interception, and had moni tored the latter steges very closely. Vhen
| at 20422 the lightning pilot failed to acknowledge inatruotiona,; he instituted
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anl

'emergency procedures, however, he experienced da.ff:.culty in making contact m.th ‘ , |
.the Shackleton because he did not have immediate sccess to 243.0 Mhz An ‘
: - immediste alr search by the target Shackleton, and subsequent air/sea search the :
; \following day, failed to detect emy trace of the aircraft or pilobe Q

-
o

P Detemu.zmﬁion of Causes i / C
o f5. From caloulations provided by the Boszzd of Inquiry and experﬁ sourcegy a | i
:‘ Yoy »aearch by a EN minesweeper "loeated" the wreckage nearly 2 months later, The | :
‘ aircraf‘f: wag in a complete state except that tbe port wing had broken off and 5 ’
( :: *buckled under the fuselage, snd some fuselage panels were migsing, The cockpi{: ; REEE
. ca.ncpy was shiached but not closed and thare was no sign of the pilot. Cor
:Examina'tiou of the wrecksge ghowed that the aiz:c.raft ha.d s*a:cuck the gea at a low : |
: epeed, in & tail-down attitude with a minimel rate of descent, Tt appeaved to
: ;h,a,ve planed on the surface and come to rest compa.ra’cively slowly.. Both thro"rbleai
were in the reheat gates, there was 2 nose-up irim of 6° » undercarriage was up,

 flaps down and airbrakes out. There was no sism of fire or exploalon and expert -
i axzmina‘bion mealed no mdicat:.on that the aircraft was other ‘hh.e.n servicee.’ble
- at impa.oﬁ

W= 7' 6,  The ejection seat lower handle had been pulled to the full exbtent =llowed = &' .
_E-‘by the interrupiter link on the main guntsesr.__ The canopy gun sear bhad been -

. withdrawn, but the canopy sun cartridge had received only a light percussion
strike and had not fired. The canopy had been released by the normal ope:cat:i.ﬁg
- lever, the harnegs QREB was tndone, the PEC discormected and the PSP lanyard had
been released from the 1ife preserver and was lying tangled in the cockpit.

7. The Board concluded that = combination of a difficult task in rushed
C piroumstances and lack of training in the low speed visident and shepberding
" beotmiques, led to & eitustlon vhere the pilot failed to momitor he height of
' nis eireraft wailst slowing down snd acquiring his target, and that he had N
inadvefﬁently flown hisg alrcraft into the sea. The pilot had attempted to i
::eoover the situation b;g selecting reheoat, which falled to take effect, with tha
ai:_-cxraft tail skimming on the water. He had then initisted an ejection which
was ungsucceasful becanae of the inberruption of the sequence by ‘Ehe fallure of
. the eanopy to jettison. He then marmally gbandoned the aireraft but becaguse he
| haa not been found, he was presumed o have drovmed during &t after his escspe.

.
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'8, The light pémusaion strike on the canopy gun cartridge occurred, becauge of s
» negligent servieing, in that the firing unit was incorrectly seated becmuse of
fueinn ' damaged sovew threads.
i o {0}
/9« The Board made a mumber of recommendations relsting to imonaistamies and |
\ . omissiona in orders, instructions and the training syllabus, conserning low Bpeed.-

viaidents and the shadowing and shepherding techniques. They also made ;@ :
mcomandations concerning the access of MRSs to emergency f:ceaueneies, and for.: |
remea.ial setion ooncerning Lightning canopy eject::.on gong. "
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 Remazks of the My Officer Commandingwin-Chief o ' 'i
' 10. The AOC-in-C gtated that in common with' so many’ accidan*hs, 'khis anciden‘h had.
na single root cansze, and he agreed with the Board's 8 concluglons, He said that ;'
' the pilot wade an error of judgmen$ in allowing his aircraft to get into o :
" position from which he was unable to recover. Because of mitigating cirmms‘tanaas,
his error was excngeable, _ : Py
} - 11, The AOG-in-G'e comments on the Boardie recomendstions are covered below. | ,
) ﬁ”‘—‘ -_ . ( S.u:bgequent A.étion N - t-:.‘ ?

—12. The Board's recommendation concerning aocess to the emergancy radio frequemy
i by the MRS was not accepted by the AOC~in-C, who mtated that MBSB already have §
the faeility to selsct 243.0 Mhz although they do not normally monitor it. He -
" considered that the sllocation of a safety frequency for use during all pea.cetime
, exerciges had more merit.

o s a— " e
_y

. 13« The hitherto undetected weakness in training for the identifiaa.tion,
- ghadowing and shepherding of low altitude, low mpeed taa:gets, have been rectified

. . ag follows:

o, & Mo 1l (Fighter) Group Air Staff Orders now gpecify & minimum speed for

% . visldent targets, and minimum bargeb speeds and helghts for shadowing and .

G ‘ghepherding operations by day and night, ,

b NWew tactios have been devised and publisghed in the Lightning Tacties

Mamual,

¢,  Ehadowing and shepherding tasks have been included in the Anrmal

Training Syllabus for Lightning Squadrons,
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; d. Pilots of airveraft under GOT control mus'a now resd ‘na.ck alt:!me%er b

! gettings before descen&.mg to low level, A f :

: e. A ralio ssfety frequency is allocated for all exercises, ’ %
f. During all pert:ixxen'b exercizes, & target radio freqaxem:y Plan will be :
available so that two way commmnication between the MRS and ta::get airm:aﬁ L
san be ea‘ha‘bliaheé’. rapidly in any emergency aituation.

3 . [
H | [T
: f N

‘ f14. Servicing praced:mea for the ingpection, rewarming ana. serv-ioing of canmopy. ¢ ;|
L~ ' firing units have been smended, A * i

P
e

P reae

R R S

; 15. ALl e¢jection geat firing ‘units of 2 type similar %0 that which prevank;d
‘ejection In this accident have been inspected for s:.gns ofa.amage. ‘

5 16. The design of the canopy firing unit has been exsmined. No chamge will be
ma&e, however, the Demign Authority has been made aware of the failm:a for
- gonglderation in future designs P .

‘

-

17. The dsfzciencies mvealed. by ﬁhe change of oontrollez: at the MRS ami 'khe o

i

- x e aeae
v

.......................

wo i been drawn to the a.ttention of ’hhe Mas ‘

— e w s e e . - - - PR e T PR . . PR PN . .. - s P et e s e e e

i 18 The effect of the false soramble and the interTupted turmounﬁ in prodncing i S

- e S e e

!
; eonéa.t:.ona of atxesa, has been drawn o the aﬁ;ention of g1l 11 Gmp Stetions,

4 19. The deficiencies in planning, and lisison with the station opara‘hiccns sta.fi‘
' concerning the change of exercise aoenario, have been invesﬁigated with the MES
. and Taceval Team.

l
!

| 20, Fegligenoe in the fitting of the canopy jettison firing wnit could mot be °
" attrdbuted to any specific rerson. The Corporsl who was respongible for
servicing the unit was found excusably negligent. No disoiplinary setion was
’ ,;_;‘tak:en sgaingt him because of the involvement of other persommel, the lack of
-\ ‘olear gervieing ma‘&mc%iona end guidance on the acceptable degree of burring of
the screw threads, the lack of evidence that he had caused the damnge to the
threads, end because he did not finglly £it the unit to the jettison gun.
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» = From: - Secretariat{Air Staff)Za, Room

&5

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
’ - {Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Cur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
27 October 1992

Your report concerning the strange object that you and your family witnessed
vesterday has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, or ball lightning.
Ve accept, however, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports

that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFQ Research Association

- Tel no

Contact International (UK)

Recycled Paper

- £



*. “**“Yuest International

I hope this is helpful.

Xw} §ix<,64‘r‘;f/ P
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. - *From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room £

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
27 October 1992

Your report concerning the strange object that you encountered last Saturday has
been passed to this office, as ve receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFQ
sightings.  Our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat
to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this
has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen,

Although we believe that explanations could be found for most UFO sightings, we
accept that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we-
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UF0 organisations, vho may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your experience with other
reports that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details
are as follows:

British UF0Q Research Association

- SRR Sccion 40 |

Contact International (UK)

- Tel no. RN
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I hope this is helpful.

Yours 55“«%;% f.



. . : \ ary
.+ *~ From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room-@ Li3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
" Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Teiephone {Direct Dialling
(Switchboard)
{Fax}

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
26 October 1992

Your report concerning the strange sound that you heard in the early hours of 25
October, and the lights in the sky that you witnessed at the same time, has been
passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat
to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this
has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

I am unable to offer an explanation for the sound that you heard, other than to
suggest that if you live close to any pylons, or an electricity sub-station,
then this could be the source of the noise. With regard to the lights, it is
clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be seen
in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most of
them. Possibilities that spring to mind include lasers or searchlights
reflecting off clouds, or aircraft lights seen from unusual angles. Ve accept,
howvever, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your experience with other
reports that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details
are as follows:

ish UFQ0 Research Association

1 (UK)
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I hope this is helpful.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard})
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
21 October 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 18 October conc i UFO. report that you
are currently investigating under the reference 48.

I have checked our files, and can confirm that ve do not have any reports that
tie in with this case.

Although I appreciate that the lights were seen for a short period, I would
think that the most likely explanation would be that the lights were caused by
searchlights reflecting off the clouds. This could be because the searchlights
were a long way away, and only briefly pointed in such a direction to have been
seen by the vwitnesses. It could also mean that the searchlight were merely
being tested, as opposed to being used at some event. “

Whether or not searchlights were responsible for this particular sighting, it
does seem as if the use of lasers and searchlights is on the increase,
especially at music festivals and other large outdoor events. We are aware of
many UFO sightings which have almost certainly been caused by such equipment.
If BUFORA is not already doing so, it may be useful to make contact with those
companies that operate or lease such equipment on a regular basis.

I wish you luck with your investigations.
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BRITISH UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT RESEARCH ASSOCIATION

CASE REPORT
(title)

18-19-92

SECRETARIAT (AIR STAFF) 2a, ROOM
Ministry of Defence, -@
Main Building,

Whitehall,

London, SW1A-2HB,

Dear Sir,

I herewith enclose for your inspection a UF0 report made by
two men fishing at night in N. Milton Keyn=s.

Personally, I would have been inclined to suggest that the
lights seen could have emanated from a 'disco-lights party' that
went on into the early hours of the morning, but the transient
nature of the lights would appear to render this explanation
unlikely.

Perhaps, if the MOD received any reports at the time in
question, you might wish to furnish me with a listing thereof.

I have a further two reports in the pipeline -~ both
involving 'missing time' - the details of which I shall send you
in due course.

Yours faithfully,

BUFORA



UFO SIGHTING QUESTIONNAIRE (STANDARD)

A Fisherman's Tale
R N N R R R R R R N R N R R R RN R R R R RN R EEE NN EER
CASE SUMMARY TO BE FILLED IN BY THE INVESTIGATOR ONLY:-
BUFORA REFERENCE NUMBER:
INVESTIGATOR REFERENCE NUMBER: [RCSUCHRGS. 048
INVESTIGATION COMPLETE: y/n/on-going: ¥

INVESTIGATOR(s) : SIS

CLASSIFICATION USING VALLEE SYSTEM (1990) [IF POSSIBLE]: MAl~
301

LOCATION(S) USING 0.S. GRID REFERENCE IF POSSIBLE: N. Milton
Kevnes

OBSERVATION DATE(S): 29-9-92

OBSERVATION TIMES [GMT/BST/LOCAL] USING 24-HOUR SYSTEM: 21.30
bst

EVALUATOR(s):
EVALUATION:

BEEEERAERRREIRRTRRERERERT AR h "R T Ak hhhdhahhhkfehdhhhihhhfhidihhdd

THIS SECTIOR OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE IS TO BE FILLED IN BY THE
WITNESS: -

SECTION A — BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:-

rois, vane*:

# EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY PUBLICISED YOUR NAME THIS REPORT
WILL BE TREATED IN CONFIDENCE BY BUFORA LTD.

DATE OF BIRTH.: Bkl

TELEPHONE NUMBER : SR

RECENT OCCUPATION: Recording engineer

PROFESSIONAL, TECHNICAL OR ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS (IF ANY):[Elsjion 40

SPECIAL INTERESTS/HOBBIES: astronomy,
photography,



The British UF0 Research Association (BUFORA) is
dedicated to the scientific study of the UF0 phenomenon. All
BUFORA investigators are bound by a strict code of practice
which requires them to conduct all investigations din a
professional manner and to respect the anonymity of the
witnesses.

A copy of the Code of Practice can be obtained on
request from BUFORA' office:-

P

BUFORA Ltd. 1is also registered wunder the Data
Protection Act - Registration Number: F0779204
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SECTION B: WRITTEN ACCOUNT

PLEASE WRITE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU (USE ADDITION
SHEETS IF NECESSARY):

_ and I were night-fishing on the south bank
of the R. Ouse at the above-location - we were sitting together

and facing due north. Simultaneously, our attention was drawn
to two patches of quite bright light which seemed to suddenly
appear just above a fairly large tree on the opposite river
bank. The patches of light were both about 4 x diameter of the
full-moon, roughly circular and almost touching each other.
Before we had time to comment to each other, the 1lights
appeared to accelerate across the sky, still retaining their
relative positions at enormous speed.

When the lights first appeared, they were approx. NNE
of us, and when they disappeared, were approx. SE of us; We
estimated their elevation as between 50 -~ 60°. From the time we
first noticed the lights until they had disappeared took about
3 - 4 seconds, although just after the ‘event', we were aware
of a solitary aircraft passing overhead which we could see
through a small break in the cloud. This was very high up,
travelling slowly in a NW to SE direction, and because of its
distance from us, was making relatively little noise.

What made the lights so strange was the apparent lack
of any associated sound, and their incredible speed and
acceleration.

The obvious explanation seemed to be that two
spotlights were being swept across the clouds from either above
or below the clouds; but the more we analysed what we had seen,
the harder it became to make this explanation fit.

Both of us often night-fish a stretch of river near
Buckingham where we often see F111 aircraft returning after
dark to Upper Heyford base. As, at this point, they are only a
few miles from base, they usually are using their headlights,

*



Initially, one sees a bright patch of light approaching in the
cloud with little or no associated sound. The light shows up
the details and formation within the clouds; eventually, the
aircraft noise becomes quite extreme.

We both agreed that our dinitial dimpression of the
lights we saw was the same as that of the Fllls - much cloud
detail being visible and the brightness being very similar. We
were both about to comment to each other that Fllls, or some
other aircraft, were approaching when the extraordinary
acceleration took place - the lack of any associated sound made
us immediately re-appraise our judgement.

Lights being shone from the cloud could have accounted
for the lack of noise and the acceleration, but due to the
haziness of the atmosphere, any beam of 1light sufficiently
powerful to produce such coherent patches of light on the
clouds would have been easily visible. I'm certain that the
detail we were seeing of the cloud's internal structure
couldn't have been visible with an upward shining light.

The distinct impression was either of one source
emitting two lights or two other sources with a light each
shining down onto the clouds moving incredibly fast and making
no noise.

Another possibility would seem to be a stationary ,
silent source above the clouds sweeping two beams of 1light
across the clouds - a balloon perhaps? It would seem unlikely
at that time of night and somewhat dangerous.

Another feature that would seem to be at odds with the
‘swept beams' idea was that throughout the sighting the size
and shape of the light patches remained the same while they
traversed between 100 - 120° of sky.

For the solitary aircraft mentioned to be the source of
the lights seems impossible due to its height and distance: it
would have to have used incredibly powerful lights, almost akin
to laser beams, to have produced the same effect.

I hope this report is of some interest to you - I have
previously reported to you of an 'event' I saw near Cranfield
in 1974. Despite spending hundreds of hours night-fishing and
having spent many years pursuing my interest in astronomy, this
is the first 'unknown' I've witnessed since then.

and I are at odds on two points of our
observation: thought the 1light patches were
slightly elliptical, whereas I remain convinced that they were

circular, 2) I thought the solitary aircraft was a jet -
brecalls it as being propellor-driven.

Although we couldn't be sure of the height of the cloud
(it began to rain about 30 mins after the sighting, so it
probably wasn't very high) we both felt sure that the distance
the lights travelled in the time we saw them must have
approached 2 - 3 miles at least; a possible speed of 3 600 mph.

3 B



and if the cloudbase is low, the effect can be quite eerie.



The relative position of the M.l. seems suspicious, but
for the reasons already considered, any connection seems
difficult to make.

We have night-fished this stretch of river many times
and have never seen anything remotely similar.
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SECTION C:0BJECT CHARACTERISTICS

1) Please complete the following:-

a) NUMBER OF OBJECT(S) SEEN: 2

b) COLOUR(S) " “ " : white

c) SOUND " " ® : silent

d) SMELL " " " : none

e) SHAPE(S) " " ® s circular

f) CLARITY(*) *© " " : clearly seen, blurred edges
g) BRIGHINESS(+)" " " : approx. 25% of full-moon

seen at brightest
$ if other than a point source of light.
* gharpness of the object's outline.

+(IF ANY) COMPARED TO, STAR, MOON, TORCH, ARC-LAMP OR SUN ETC.

PLEASE USE THIS SPACE TO MAKE A SKETCH OF THE OBJECT YOU SAW:-~

@
NW NE
< /
W * _E
/ >
SW SE

Imagine yourself in the
middle of this compass
dial. Write 'A' on the
on the dial where you
first saw the object, &
a 'B' where the object
was last seen.



SECTION D: THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OBSERVATION
2) TIME WHEN THE OBJECT(S) WAS FIRST SEEN: 21.30 +/- 15 mins
3) DURATION OF OBSERVATION (ESTIMATE IF UNSURE):-
DURATION MORE THAN: 3 mins
DURATION LESS THAN: 5 mins
4) DATE OF OBSERVATION: 19-9-92
5) WHERE WERE YOU AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT? (NEAREST STREET,
DISTRICT & MAIN TOWN) On the bank of the River Gt. Ouse, nr.
Newport Pagnell Service Station on the M.l. in N. Milton Keynes
6) WHAT FIRST BROUGHT YOUR ATTENTION TO THE OBJECT(S) SEEN AND

WHERE WAS IT (THEY) LOCATED?: Apparent sudden appearance of
bright glows in the cloud layer at an elevation of approx. 50°

7) HOW DID THE OBJECT(S) DISAPPEAR FROM VIEW? : Faded as they
merged into the general Milton Keynes sky glow low down

8) IF ESTIMATES ARE GIVEN IN QUESTIONS 2, 3 AND 5, HOW DID YOU
GAUGE THE TIME? (WATCH, CLOCK TOWER OR RADIO ETC.): Noted the
time at 10.20 pm by watch, estimated the sighting as having
occurred at least 40 mins earlier

9) BY HOLDING ONE OF THESE FAMILIAR ITEMS AT ARM'S LENGTH,
WHICH ONE, IN YOUR ESTIMATION, WOULD JUST COVER THE OBJECT(S)
YOU SAW (CIRCLE AS APPROPRIATE): pin-head, pea, 1p piece, 2p
piece, golf-ball, tennis-ball, other : golfball

10) WAS THE OBJECT PHOTOGRAPHED, FILMED OR VIDEO RECORDED? (IF
YES, GIVE DETAILS): no

11) WERE THERE ANY OTHER WITNESSES TO THE OBJECT(S) YOU SAW?

(IF YES, NAMES,ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS WHERE
POSSIBLE) -
Tel:

F!BIFVIIS‘OEFS!Eﬁi7ﬂlﬂﬁ!839!1!'@ﬁ!1?79!&?39!9973'!33?9399!!?19!!

SECTION E: OTHER CHARACTERISTICS RELATING TO THE OBSERVATION

12) DID YOU, (OR OTHER WITNESSES PRESENT), OR THE SURROUNDING
ENVIRONMENT, SUFFER ANY PHYSICAL EFFECTS WHICH YOU CONSIDER TO
BE ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE OBJECT(S) SEEN? (IF YES, GIVE DETAILS):
no ~

5.



13) DID YOU EXPERIENCE ANY LACK OF AWARENESS OF THE PASSAGE OF
TIME AROUND THE TIME OF THE OBSERVATION? (IF YES, DESCRIBE): no

14) IF YOU HAVE HAD ANY OTHER UNUSUAL EXPERIENCES IN YOUR LIFE,
PLEASE DESCRIBE THEM BRIEFLY HERE (YOU MAY FEEL UNABLE TO
DESCRIBE SUCH EVENTS HERE, IF¥ SO, PLEASE INDICATE THAT THERE
ARE MATTERS YOU WISH TO DISCUSS IN A MEETING WITH AN
INVESTIGATOR): Yes —~ previous UFO sightings (you already have
details of these) - possible ESP experience (I have difficulty
relating this to UF0O experiences, but anvthing's possible!)

15) DID ANYTHING 'ODD' OR 'OUT OF PLACE' OCCUR AROUND THE TIME
OF THE OBSERVATION? (IF YES, DESCRIBE): no

16) DID ANY OTHER WITNESSES EXPERIENCE ANYTHING IN RELATION TO
QUESTIONS 12, 13, 14 & 15? (IF YES, DESCRIBE): no

$ee e e YRR LY REEYESEYITIYSELOYTEOYTYTILYEYE VYOV SYTETTYEYOCEOEETYYOYE YA

SECTION E - PREVAILING WEATHER DURING OBSERVATION:-

CIRCLE ALL APPROPRIATE RESPONSE:-

i) CLARITY OF THE ATMOSPHERE: clear, hazy, foggy: slightly
hazy

ii) CLOUD COVER: none, quarter, half, three-guarter, total: %

iii) ATMOSPHERIC TEMPERATURE: freezing, cold, cool, mild, warm,
hot: cool

iv) PRECIPITATION: dry, rain, snow, hail, lightning, other:
dey

v) WIND STRENGTH: still, breeze, strong wind, gale-force:
still

vi) VISIBLE ASTRONOMICAL OBJECTS: stars, moon, sun, Aurora
Borealis, shooting stars: stars (occasionally)

= HND -~
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Thank you for completing this questionnaire. Now please
return it to your local investigator.

If you require guidance in answering any of the
questions contained in this questionnaire, please contact your
investigator.
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" From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room-@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date

21 QOctober 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 12 October concerning UFOs. The CAA have passed
your letter to me, as the Ministry of Defence acts as the focal point, at
official level, for UFO sightings. I will set out.the policy and views of the
MOD, together with some other related information that you may find useful.
Hopefully you will be able to drav upon the information in this letter when
writing your essay.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has
not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into .the UFO phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be

found for most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft

lights or aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite
debris re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless aware, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will alvays be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the accusations that are sometimes made, there is no question of
our attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from
the public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which
supports the existance of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial
spacecraft have ever visited the earth.
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. ¢ The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloc",

because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be viewed at the Public Record Office. In fact, most of the
reports that we get are relatively unexciting, and refer to little more than a
vague light or shape in the sky.

You may be interested to know the numbers of UFO sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 - 209
1991 - 117

So far this year we have received around 100 sightings, although at least a
dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
the inside - which vas flying over London a lot during February and March. I
sav this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports
of a bright cigar-shaped UFO travelling slowly over London. I mention this as a
useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFO report. -

If you are interested in oﬁtaining further information on this subject, you
might like to contact some of the civilian organisations currently engaged in
study of the UFO phenomenon. I suggest the following societies:

British UF0 Research Association’

- Tel no. _

Contact International (UK)




4
-

Quest International
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I hope this is helpful, and I should like to wish you the best of luck with your
essay. If you have any further questions, please let me know.

/i
/
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE & Lo ,f,;ﬁ i
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB M

Telephone {Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS5)12/3
Date
21 October 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 15 October in which you asked if we had any
material relating to an alleged UFO incident that occurred during 1970.

Regrettably, if we had received a UF0O report, the appropriate file would by now
have been archived, and sent to the Public Record Office, where it would be
covered by the 30 year rule, and not be available for viewing until 30 years
after the last action was taken. Although it does not help in this instance,
you will wish to be aware that all UFO reports (even if they were made by
pilots) should be submitted to this office. I have certainly not heard this
story before, and have come across no references to any such incident.

While we do not have a UFO report, I have been able to trace information
relating to the loss of the Lightning aircraft. The aircraft concerned was
taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved vere Shackleton aircraft. There is no indication
of any UFO sighting having occurred, and no indication of any unusual or high
speed contact.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

sz §in iafo? ,
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15/10/92

Having been directed to you as one who deals with UFO reports I wonder
if vou can help with my enquiry.

My enguiry concerns a UFQ sighted and tracked by the RAF during 1970,
The details are as follows:

At 20.17 on the night of September 8th 1970 radar operators at Saxa
Vord picked up an unidentifed target travelling south west. Thinking
this was an ordinary intrusion by Russian 'planes they scrambled two
Lightnings from RAF Leuchars. As the 'planes were vectored onto the
target in accelerated to approx 17,400 mph and vanished from the
screen, Hardly the speed of anything flying at the time, I'm sure you
will agree. Two F4 Phantoms were then scrambled from the USAF base at
Keflavik in Iceland. These also failed to locate the target, despite
having radar contact.

Eventually a Lightning was scrambled from RAF Binbrook in Lincolnshire
and vectored onto the target by radar controllers at RAF Staxton Wold.
The Lightning, number XS894, left Binbrook at 22.06 and managed a
visual contact with the object, now off the Yorkshire coast. The
Lightning pilot described the object as a UF0O, being too bright to
look at easily and of a conical shape. As he closed on the object it
turned toward him and all radio contact was lost. The Lightning was
later found on the sea bed of Flamborough Head.

As the details of time, place etc are so specific perhaps you could
let me know anything else which exists on file about this case. If
perhaps the information would be elsewhere as the UFQ sighting was
made by a pilot then perhaps you could forward me the name and address
of the correct person to approach. I look forward to receiving your
reply and hopefully further details about this fascinating, and
obviously well-documented case.

Yours Aincerely
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Roo

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
’ (Bwitchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

19 October 1992

Your report concerning the strange light in the sky that you and your wife
witnessed on 15 October has been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
ve judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, ve do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include lasers or searchlights
reflecting off clouds or aircraft lights seen from unusual angles. We accept,
hovever, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and ve
have an open mind on these.

You might also like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may
be able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0Q Research Association

Contact International (UK)

- Tel no.
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I hope this is helpful.
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" * From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room '

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (DirectDialling
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(A8)12/3
Date

19 October 1992

Your report concerning the strange light in the sky that you witnessed on 13
October has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in .the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include lasers or searchlights
reflecting off clouds or aircraft lights seen from unusual angles. We accept,
however, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we
have an open mind on these.

You might also like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may
be able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others ‘that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFO Research Association

- SRWWs cion <0

Contact International (UK)

&8
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i+, From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room‘

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
) (Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date :
19 October 1992

Your report concerning the strange lights in the sky that you witnessed on 16
October has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include lasers or searchlights
reflecting off clouds or aircraft lights seen from unusual angles. We accept,
however, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we
have an open mind on these. .

You might also like to contact some of the civilian UF0 organisations, who may
be able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0 Research Association

ional (UK)

Tel no

€9
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' From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/8ec(AS)12/3
Date -

19 October 1992

e

Thank you for reporting the strange object that you savw in the sky on Sunday.

The details have been passed to the Ministry of Defence as ve are sent details
of UFO sightings.

Although we think that most UFO sightings can be explained, and are caused by
such things as shooting stars or satellites, we accept that some cannot be
explained - we have open minds about what causes such 51ght1ngs

The Ministry of Defence’s role in UFO reports is very small - we look for things
that might be a threat to the UK (no UFO sightings so far have suggested any
threat). If you would like to find out more about what you saw, then the
folloving groups actually investigate UF0 sightings, and may be able to help:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

- Tel no.

e
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I hope this is helpful.
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. From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room f{;

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

16 October 1992

l;%cpﬁ

Your letter to RAF Rudloe Manor concerning the strange light in the sky that you
witnessed during August has been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. I apologise for the delay in
replying. Our only concern is to establish vhether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has
not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, or ball lightning.
We accept, however, that there will always be some sightings ‘that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might also like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, vho may
be able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Tel no.

Recycied Paper
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From: - Secretariat{Air Staff)Za, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialfing)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS5)12/3
Date

15 Ocrtober 1992

-

I understand that you telephoned to report having seen a strange light in the
sky last night. The details have been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, or ball lightning.
We accept, however, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might also like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may
be able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFO Research Association

rel no.

ignal (UK)
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehail London SW1A 2HB

. Telephone {Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date
15 Qctober 1992

. -

Thank you for your recent letter in which you asked if we had any material
relating to a UF0 sighting at Lakenheath in 1956. I ecan confirm that we do not
have any records on this case. My only knowledge of the incident stems from my
reading of Tim Good’s book, "Above Top Secret”. I am afraid that the most
likely explanation is that any papers we had were destroyed a long time ago; as
you may be aware, prior to 1967 our UFO files were routinely destroyed after
five years. :

With regard to your interest in UF0 sightings during the Fifties, you will be
interested to know that although most of our files from that period have been
destroyed, in line with the policy set out above, I have discovered that a few
files have survived. These are available for examination by members of the
public, and may be viewed at the Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew,
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DV. The references of the files are as follows:

AIR 16/1199
AIR 20/7390
AIR 20/9320
AIR 20/9321
AIR 20/9322
AIR 20/9994
PREM 11/855

I hope this is helpful.
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room_@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE |
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax} .

Your reference..«

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Dage
‘14 October 1992

.. R

Thank you for your letter dated 7 October, in which you asked for any further
material relating to the five close encounter reports that I sent you copies of
recently. o o

As far as I have been able to discover, the only other paper in any way
connected with these cases is a reply that was sent to one of the letters. This
reply is fairly standard, simply setting out the role of the Ministry of Defence
with regard to UFOs. I have attached a copy of this letter for you. I am not
avare of any replies to the other four letters. There are no other documents,
and no photographic material.

I hope this is helpful.

Ymmp’ fin(f}'fb(J ,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE v (oe2emeey
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB ‘ Lo (D

o i
Telephone {Direct Dialling}
{Switchboard)

Your reference -,

S e ?

Our reference

D/Sec(4S)12/3
Cheshire

IREDACTED ON ORIGINAL | -
o ‘ ) hpri1 1s87

.

REDACTED ON ORIGINAL|

Thank you for your letter to the Finistry of Defence zbout
UFOs. I have been zsked to reply, znd would like o zrclogise for
the delay in so doing. '

We zre grateful to you for writing zbou: your exrperience,
although I should explain that whilst we do receive end co-ordinats
some information about UFO sightings, the rain concern of the
Ministry of Defence is to determine whether or not Unidentified
Flying Objects, as reported to us, present & threat to the security
and defence of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, &ri
this is not normelly fhe case, no a2ttempt is pade By MOD to investi-
gate or identify the obd§ects. I'm sure you will eppreciate thet
defence funds are fully committed to the continuing security of the
UK, within the NATO Alliance, sgainst, first and foremost aggressior
from Warsaw Pact countries. This being so we could not Justify the
use of defence funds on scientific investigetions, unless 2 clear

threat to the security of the UK had bteen iderntified.

Nonetheless it is clear from the reports that we receive that
many strange things have been observed in the gky, zlthough we
believe that rational explanations could probably be found for most
of them. Possibilities include satellite debris re-entering the
earth’'s atmosphere, ball lightning, unusual cloud formations,

meteorological balloons, aircraft lights, aircraft a%f unusual angles
and a host of other rare conjunctions.

I am not sure however that this will be of much comfort to yeu
in explaining your own experience snd I zm sorry that we cannot be
more helpful. I quite zppreciate that some sightings where rational
explanations are not readily available czn be very disturbing and I
wonder whether you might like to write to one of the major UFO
societies in the UK. Two addresses =zre given below.

e



L]

The British UFO Society 3 L

Midlands UFO Network

I also enclose & photocopy of your original letter in case you
would like to use this agein. Otherwise I do hope thet you and your
mother recover 'from your rather bizarre experiences. ZEZut if you are
having difficulties, please consider consulting & docitor. He mey not
be able to explain the incidents, but he might be able to help you to
stop worrying about them.




Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a

Ministry of Detence (Main Building)

White Hall
London
SW1A 2HB

7 October 1992

Your Ref: D/SEC (AS) 12/3

Thank you kindly for your letter dated 11 September 1992 and for responding so
promptly to my enquiry regarding close encounters.

Numerous questions arise from an examination of the five letters forwarded to me.
Many of them may be resolved with my following request.

If permissable, could I have a copy of all file material concerning the above, including
all correspondence entered into and any photographic material.

Refusal will not offend and a reason for refusal is not asked for, but would be
appreciated.

Respectfully,




. . FTOm: _ secretariat(Alr Starr)za, Koom-@ Fé

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax) :

Your referencer"

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
14 October 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 8 October concerning your investigation of a UFQ
sighting that occurred on 19 July 1992, on the M3 motorway.

With regard to your questions about aircraft operating in the area at the time,
and information about radar sightings, there is little that I can offer, as we
do not have the time or resources to undertake checks of this sort. I doubt
that you would be able to get a definitive answer on these points in any case,
so long after the event. I suspect that you would need the exact time of the
sighting, as well as the date, to make progress on this.

All UFO sightings that are passed to military establishments should be passed
here, so we should have any report that was made to one of the establishments
you mentioned - or indeed a UFO report made by personnel at one of these
establishments. In fact, we have just one report that might possibly tie in
with the one you are investigating. I have attached a copy for you, with
details of the witness’s name and address deleted in the usual way.

I could not drav any firm conclusion from either report, and some of the details
are quite vague, but I did vonder whether lasers or searchlights reflecting off
clouds could be responsible; as you will doubtless be aware, the use of such
equipment is now quite common in advertising and entertainment, and has
generated many UFO reports involving lights in the sky.

I hope that this is of some use, and I wish you luck with your investigation.

N
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Ministry of Defence,
Secretariat (Air Staff) 54,
Main Building,

Whitehall,

London,

SW1A 2HB

8th October, 1992

For the attention of:-

Dear Sir,

POSSIBLE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT, M3 MOTORWAY, 19/7/92

I am writing to you as an investigator for the British UFO
Research Association, in connection with an incident which took
place on the M3 motorway during the early hours of the 19th
July, 1992. I wunderstand that one of the witnesses to the
incident contacted you recently on the matter, and that you
were kind enough to refer her to our Association's office.

The case has been referred to me for investigation and I have
begun making initial enquiries to the various civil bodies in
the area. However, examination of a map for the area
surrounding the M3 between Junction 4A and the M25 reveals the
presence of several military installations, including the Army
base at Aldershot, RAF Odiham and RAE Farnborough.

In the hope of curtailing fruitless enquiries to each of these
establishments in turn, I would venture to request some
assistance on this part of the investigation from yourself. I
should be glad if you would be able to advise me on the points
which I have listed below for your convenience:=-

1) was any military aircraft or helicopter operating in this
area at the time, which might have given rise to a case of
misidentification?

2) were any possible UFO sighting reports made by other
witnesses to any of the military establishments in the area
or to yourself on or around this date?

3) did any military establishments make any anomalous radar
sightings in this area on or around this date?

4) was this or any similar sighting also witnessed by personnel
at any of the military establishments in the area?

If you should be aware of any other persons who might have
information which would help me in this investigation, I should
be glad if vou would let me have the relevant details. I would
quite understand that it may not be your policy to release the



names of MoD personnel and members of the public on such an
approach, but if that is the case, I should be happy to receive
any useful information on an anonymous basis., I should also be
happy if you would arrange for my details to be passed to any
witnesses in case they should wish to contact me on this
matter.

As a member of the British UFO Research Association, I am bound
by its Code of Practice, which ensures, amongst other things,
that witnesses' requests for confidentiality are upheld. I can
assure you that any persons approaching me on this matter will
receive a respectful response.

Thank you for assisting the witness in this case to contact
BUFORA. I hope to be able to shed some further light on this
sighting in the near future, and I would very much appreciate
whatever assistance you might find yourself able to provide,

Yours faithfully,

(Provisional Investigator, British UF0 Research Association)
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. - : «From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roo

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Tetephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference—"

Qur reference

D/Sec(A8)12/3
Date

14 October 1992

The report that you made concerning the strange object that you saw in the sky
on 9 October has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Ve accept, however, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that

they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows: : )

British UFQ Research Association

- Tel no. _

Contact International (UK)

- Tel no.

€D
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I hope this is hélpful.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference .

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
14 October 1992

The report that you made concerning the strange lights that you and other
vitnesses sav in the sky on 10 October has been passed to this office, as we
receive and co-ordinate some reports of UF0 sightings. Our only concern is to
establish vhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United
Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far,
ve do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have
been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, or ball lightning.
We accept, however, that there will alvays be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

I note that photographs and a video were taken; although our involvement in the
subject is fairly limited, and we could not devote time and resources to
detailed scientific analysis, we would be happy to take a look at the material,
and let you know what we think.

You might also like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may
be able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UPO Research Association

€9
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Contact International (UK)

Quest International -
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference_.

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
14 October 1992

The details of the report that you made to RAF Wittering concerning the strange
light that you sav in the sky early yesterday morning have been passed to this
office, as ve receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only
concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the
United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so
far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might
have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles or satellites in low orbit. Ve accept, however, that there will
alwvays be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UF0 organisations, vho may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)

- Tel no‘_

&0
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE . o
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB -

Te!ephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax) -

Your reference-- -

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date o
13 October 1992 ﬂ{

Thank you for your letter dated 9 October in which you asked a number of
questions about the MOD’s policy and role with regard to UFO sightings.

You asked whether our UFO statistics included sightings reported by military
personnel such as RAF pilots. The figures that I give are always total figures,
and include all sightings reported to us, irrespective of the occupation of the
vitness. Having said this, we do not break sightings down by category, and I am
not able to give you any information on how many sightings have been reported by
the military. Any sightings by military witnesses should be reported to us in
the usual vay. I would probably have noticed a report from a military witness,
but do not recall having seen one in my time here. The only cases that I am
familiar with that involve military witnesses are the RAF Topcliffe sightings in
1952, and Lt Col Halt’s report.

You also asked about our conclusion that, to date, UFOs have not posed any
threat to national security. We look at all reports of UFO sightings -~ as do
staff in those departments responsible for the air defence of the UK - to
determine whether there seems to be a threat to the UK’s security. The fact is
that to date we have not found any evidence of such a threat. While sightings
are often unidentified, it does not follow that this means that there is a
threat to security. The key consideration in determining any threat is
evidence, and the simple fact is that we do not possess any. Given our scrutiny
of UFO reports, I do not agree that the information we hold is "unevaluated".
0f course, as you know from previous correspondence, the reports wve hold are
almost all limited to fairly vague details of lights or shapes in the sky.

Finally, you asked about UK studies into the UF0O phenomenon. I am not aware of
any such studies, although our views do mirror the general findings of the US
Project Blue Book study, which concluded that there was no evidence that UF0s
are extraterrestrial, or that alien life exists. However, in common with the
Americans, we are open-minded about the possibilities. Like you, I will be
watching the current NASA SETI project with interest!
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Date: 09 OCT 1892

scknowledge with thanks the recelipt of vour kind and  informa—
letter of September 24, 1892, togethsr with the enclosed
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There is certainly a fresh breeze of trust and OPENNEess
have taken jﬂuz current position in MOD, and in ?&Ttiﬁulﬁf in
«*}“wﬂ.b Qf&i

There are still a npumber of issues that I for one, s 8
ruw@arah@ »  would like to learn concerning this subject [UFOs1,
where MOD is involved. :

the statistical numbers provided to us, 8.  the

For ewxsmple, i

latest for 1881. Doss that number include the reports of sight-
ings by +hm military or BAL Pilobts, or it is excliuded. IFf it is
La&iuae& I would like to learn the number and i.e. the bases Lo
which thev have been reported. buLtherwere, the current informa-
tion is considered as "Unevaluated”, I would like to  lesryn the
reports of findings by DIBE or other components within the MOD

about thenm.
Hgually important is the fact and the policy your office pursues
in  response bo the iﬁquiw"eg made by the public at large. Which
in few words;: the UFOs do nobt constitube anyv thresat to the na-—
tional securiby. E am very keen indeed to ses or study the repgw%
compiled by the "body" as result of their Ffindings, henceforth,
the conclusions derived there from, leading to this fact., He have
&d litble problen obtaining material sbout the above from other
ountries, ss yeb despite the Cltizen’s Charter, or other relabed
Loar  encouraging the exercise of more openness, i am in the
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Conild you please be of any  assighbance iﬂ the aress mentioned
above? When was the last time, or any time, wvhen Britain con-

ductsad & g@udy, either through cootractors, L%*“u partiss or
otherwis o the sublect of UFO0s? And what ware the results of

oo



their findings as it igs documente

ed. Or, did we simply copied the
policy adopbed from the US's findings on this sublject without
conducting our own scientific studies®

T wouid appreciates any help or aggistance you may give me, as

mentionaed before, on my inguiry. It wzil indesd help our public
to have a hetter umﬁarg%and“?g of our policies and would +take
away awny myths, mis-undevsbanding or suspicion the regearchers in
this country have about the MOD s leiﬁy or role on this subject
TOFC=s].

Thanking you lﬂ advance for your consideration, I remsain.
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¢ ¥ From: ' Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference—’

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
13 October 1992

D Eev

The report that you made concerning the lights that you and your husband saw in
the sky on 1 October has been passed to this office as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
wvhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports ve receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds or ball lightning.
We accept, however, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that

they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

€9
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I hope this is helpful.
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Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Faxj -

Your reference’

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
13 October 1992

Thank you for sending the tape in which you described your husband’s encounter
vith a UF0, and the distressing events that have taken place since.

As T explained in my previous letter, the role of the Ministry of Defence with
regard to UFOs is very limited. The national UFO societies, whose details I
gave in my earlier letter, carry out detailed investigations of UF0O sightings.

With regard to getting your husband some sort of radiation test, or obtaing a
Geiger counter, I hope that my suggestions in my last letter prove useful; I
cannot think of anything else to suggest.

I quite understand why you do not vish to send your photographs through the
post. I am afraid that I will not be able to visit you, so if you did want me
to take a look at the photos, then I suggest that you only send one or two, and
that you send them by Recorded Delivery.

I hope that I have managed to help in some way; please give my best wishes to
your husband.

7%ﬂ$ QMM”U%/
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From:- Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

6 October 1992

As ve discussed yesterday, I am unlikely to be able to attend any of your
training days for the time being. I would like to come along at some stage, but
even if I did, there is probably little I could add to what I told you during
our recent meeting.

It should be relatively easy for you to tell your investigators about the role
and views of the MOD with regard to UFO sightings, by drawing upon our recent
discussions, and by using the information in my letter dated 24 September 1992,
vhich you are free to reproduce and pass around as necessary.

As we discussed, your investigators can approach us on any sighting they are
looking into, and we can then let them know if we have had a report that might
tie in with their case; if we have, we can send them copies, with names and
addresses of witnesses deleted, in the usual way. We can also volunteer our own
opinion of what may have been seen, if we have a view. We will also do our best
to answer any more general questions about the UFO phenomenon.
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Once again thank you

Yery best wishes {or nowu.

‘ours sincerel
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- . From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room =

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE - -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB : '

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Cur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
5 October 1992

The report that you made concerning the strange object that you and your
mother sav in the sky on 23 September has been passed to this office as we
receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to
establish vwhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United
Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far,
we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have
been seen.

It is clear from the reports ve receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds or ball lightning.
We accept, hovever, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Tel no.

Contact International (UK)

&
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I hope this is helpful.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE - -
Main Buiiding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB :

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax) ‘

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date ,‘

5 October 1992 -

When we spoke on the telephone earlier today, I promised to write to you.

I was very sorry to hear that your husband has been so ill. Vhile I am not
qualified to give any medical opinions -~ which should come from a GP or a
hospital - it sounds as if your husband needs to see a radiologist. If you are
having difficulties in getting an appointment and arranging for a test, then I
suggest you ask your local Citizens Advice Bureau if they can help. We also
spoke about obtaining a Geiger-counter. You might try approaching a university,
as their medical or scientific departments may be able to help. '

The Ministry of Defence’s involvement in the subject of UFQs is limited to
receiving and co-ordinating reports of sightings. If you wish to write with
details of what happened to your husband, and want us to take a look at the
photos, then please write to me at the above address, and I will let you know
what wve think. '

You may also wish to get in touch with the civilian groups that investigate

UFOs; they may have some other ideas, and might be able to help. I suggest the
following societies:

British UF0 Research Association

Tel no.

Contact International (UK)

€9
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Quest International

I hope this is helpful, and I hope your husband makes a full recovery.
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- From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -Q

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

QOur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

2 October 1992

The report that you made concerning the strange object that you and your

friend saw on 28 September has been passed to this office as we receive and
co~ordinate some reports of UFQO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
wve judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include satellites or satellite
debris entering the atmosphere, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds,
ball lightning, meteorites or fireballs. We accept, however, that there will
always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)
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est International

I hope this is helpful.
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Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date -
1 October 1992 E

AN

Thank you for your letter dated 28 September, in which you asked a number of
questions about our UF0 files, and previous sightings.

You asked whether any other UFQ files, apart from the ones I mentioned
previously, might be available for public viewing at the Public Record Office.
As far as I am avare, the file references that I quoted in my previous letter
are the only ones currently available. In 1967 the previous practice of
destroying old UFO files was changed, and files were marked for permanent
retention. You should check the exact position with the PRO, but this should
mean that in a few years our old UFO files should be available to the public
under the terms of the 30 year rule, with the 1967 files being made available in
1997, 1968 files in 1998, and so on. Depending on how quickly the PRO destroyed
old files, some other pre-1967 files might also have survived, and would be
available 30 years after the last action was taken. Again, I suggest you check
the exact position with the PRO.

You asked whether there was information on vhat percentage of 1960s sightings
were reported by military personnel. I am unavare of information having being
compiled in this way, and can only say that I cannot recall having seen a UF0
report submitted by military personnel, with the exception of the sightings by
personnel from RAF Topcliffe in 1952, and Lt Col Halt’s report on the UFQ
sighting near RAF Woodbridge in 1980.

On this latter point, you asked whether there are other records on the
Rendlesham Forest sighting, apart from Lt Col Halt’s memo. I can confirm that
this memo is the only record that we have on this sighting.

With regard to your final question about departments that receive UFO reports, I
can confirm that all UFO reports should come to Sec(AS)Za. Although reports
also reach those departments in the MoD concerned with the air defence of the
UK, we would see everything, and there is no question of any sightings having
passed us by.

I hope this answers your questions, but please let me know if you require any
further information. :
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Lo From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Buiiding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax) i

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

= Date
e 1 October 1992

The report that you made concerning the strange objects that you and your
neighbour saw on 24 September has been passed to this office as we receive and
co~ordinate some reports of UF0 sightings. Our only concern is to establish
vhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include lasers or searchlights

. reflecting off clouds, ball lightning or fireballs. We accept, however, that

. there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open

" mind on these.

You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations, who may be able to
offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Con International (UK)
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Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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RAF LIAISON OFFICE
Rovyal Air Force Bentwaters Woodbridge Suffolk (P12 2RQ

Telephone Bentwaters _
Secretariat (Air Staff)2a BENT/1/2/AIR
Room I[] » ,

Ministry of Defence fzfﬁ September 1992
Main Building
Whitehall

LONDON SW1A 2HB

oo R

REPORT OF UFO SIGHTING -~ THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 1992

1. As you expressed an interest in the reported sighting of a UF0O near RAF
Woodbridge on 27 December 1980, you may be interested in a telephone call from
a husband and wife from Felixstowe that I recelved yesterday.

2. Last Thursday 24 September, both were returning to their
home at 2045 hours when they both noticed what they thought were 3 shooting
stars. What really caught their attention was that they dropped vertically
and then started dog fighting or dancing between each other. They seemed to
be about 1 1/2 miles away and at about 20k feet dropping over Felixstowe dock.
There was no noise, no distinctive shape to them although they appeared to be
oyster like, were amber in colour and left no trail.

3. It was a clear night except for g littl hich, after a few minutes,
the 3 lights disappeared into. Both ighbours'
attention to this phenomenon which she also w1tnessed.Wreported his
experience to the local police station in Felixstowe but no other reports had
been filed. Still curious, they telephoned my office and I said I would pass
the detail on. Both were happy to release their telephone number and address
and were keen to say that they were not cranks and that this report was not a
hoax. If you wish to follow this up, I suggest that you write or telephone:

Yours sincerely

Squadron Leader
RAF Commander



o From: -Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room-@ £47

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

1 October 1992

The report that you made concerning the strange object that your daughter Lucy
saw on 23 September has been passed to this office as we receive and co-ordinate
some reports of UF0O sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not
they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that
they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include ball lightning or fireballs,
although we accept that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

. Seci@' n 40
You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations, who may be able to
offer some further thoughts, or tie in sighting with others that they may

have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Tel no.
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Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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PR From: _S’ecretariat(Air Staff)la, Room‘ ,

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE |
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
24 September 1992

p&zv

Vhen I wrote to you earlier today I forgot to give you the numbers of UFQ
sightings reported to the Ministry of Defence. I recently found some
historical data relating to the number of UFO sightings reported to us in
previous years. I have therefore been able to draw up a more comprehensive list
than has previously been produced, and I attach a copy for your information.

}
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NUMBERS OF UFO SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO THE MOD

1959 - 22 1976 - n/k
1960 - 31 1977 - n/k
1961 - 71 1978 - 750
1962 - 46 1979 - 550
1963 - 31 1980 - 350
1964 - 74 1981 - 600
1965 - 56 1982 - 250
1966 - 95 1983 - 390
1967 - 362 1984 - 214
1968 - 280 1985 - 177
1969 - 228 1986 - 120
1970 - 181 1987 - 150
1971 - 379 1988 - 397
1972 - 201 1989 - 258
1973 - n/k 1990 -~ 209
1974 - n/k 1991 - 117
1975 - n/k

Note 1 - Figures prior to 1959 not known

Note 2 - 96 sightings so far this year
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From:_ Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room-@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
’ 24 September 1992

Do

In previous correspondence on the subject of the MoD’s old UF0 files, we have
said that prior to 1967 all UFO files vere destroyed after five years. I have
recently discovered that a few files from the Fifties have survived, and are
available for examination by members of the public. They may be viewed at the
Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DV. The
references of the files are as follows:

AIR 16/1199
AIR 20/7390
AIR 20/9320
AIR 20/9321
AIR 20/9322
AIR 20/999%4
PREM 11/855

On another matter, while sorting through our files, I discovered some old
information relating to the number of sightings reported to the MoD in previous
years. 1 have now produced a table detailing this information. While there are
still some years that I do not have information for, I think this is more
comprehensive than any previous list we have produced.

I hope this information is helpful. I will keep you informed of any interesting
developments.

}';w; Q{x«cm&j 7 ‘
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NUMBERS OF UFQ0 SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO THE MQD

1959 ~ 22 1976 - n/k
1960 -~ 31 1977 - n/k
1961 - 71 1978 - 750
1962 ~ 46 1979 - 550
1963 - 51 1980 - 350
1964 - 74 1981 - 600
1965 - 56 1982 - 250
1966 - 95 1983 - 390
1967 - 362 - 1984 - 214
1968 ~ 280 1985 - 177
1969 - 228 1986 - 120
1970 - 181 1987 -~ 150
1971 - 379 1988 - 397
1972 - 201 1989 - 258
1973 - n/k 1990 - 209
1974 - n/k 1991 - 117
1975 - n/k

Note 1 - Figures prior to 1959 not known

Note 2 - 96 sightings so far this year
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Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room m

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Contact International (UK)

Our reference
D/Sec(A8)12/3
p ' Date
24 September 1992

Your reference

)

In previous correspondence on the subject of the MoD's old UF0O files, we have
said that prior to 1967 all UFO files were destroyed after five years. I have
recently discovered that a few files from the Fifties have survived, and are
available for examination by members of the public. They may be viewed at the
Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DV. The
references of the files are as follows:

ATR 1671199
AIR 20/7390
AIR 20/9320
AIR 20/9321
AIR 20/9322
AIR 20/9994
PREM 11/855

On another matter, while sorting through our files, I discovered some old
information relating to the number of sightings reported to the MoD in previous
years. I have now produced a table detailing this information. While there are
still some years that I do not have information for, I think this is more
comprehensive than any previous list wé have produced.

I hope this information is helpful. T will keep you informed of any interesting
developments.
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NUMBERS OF UFO SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO

THE MOD

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974

1975

Note 1 - Figures prior to 1959 not known

Note 2 - 96 sightings so far this year

22
31
71
46
51
74
56
95
362
280
228
181
379
201
n/k
n/k

n/k

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

1991

H

n/k
n/k
750
550
350
600
250
390
214
177
120
150
397
258
209

117
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v T From:- Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room-@
Z@§¢g

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling) :
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date :
24 September 1992

In previous correspondence I believe I have indicated that prior to 1967 all UFO
records were destroyed after five years. I have now discovered that a few files
from the Fifties have survived, and are available for examination by members of

the public. They may be viewed at the Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew,
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DV. The references of the files are as follows:

ATR 16/1199
AIR 20/7390
ATIR 20/9320
AIR 20/9321
AIR 20/9322
AIR 20/9994
PREM 11/855

On another matter, while sorting through our files, I discovered some old
information relating to the number of sightings reported to the MoD in previous
years, and I have attached a table detailing this information. While there are
still some years that I do not have information for, I think this is more
comprehensive than any previous list we have produced.

I hope this information is helpful. I will keep you informed of any interesting
developments.
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NUMBERS OF UFO SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO THE MOD

1959 - 22 1976 - n/k
1960 - 31 1977 - n/k
1961 - 71 1978 -~ 750
1962 - 46 1979 - 550
1963 ~ 51 1980 - 350
1964 - 74 1981 - 600
1965 ~ 56 1982 - 250
1966 - 95 1983 - 390
1967 - 362 1984 - 214
1968 - 280 1985 - 177
1969 - 228 1986 - 120
1970 - 181 1987 - 150
1971 - 379 ' 1988 - 397
1972 - 201 1989 - 258
1973 - n/k 1990 - 209
1974 - n/k 1991 - 117
1975 ~ n/k

Note 1 -~ Figures prior to 1959 not known

Note 2 - 96 sightings so far this year
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’ From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room-@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
24 September 1992

We have corresponded previously about the contents of our UFQ files, and

I indicated that prior to 1967 all UFO records were destroyed after five years.
I have now discovered that a few files from the Fifties have survived, and are
available for examination by members of the public. They may be viewed at the
Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DV. The
references of the files are as follows:

ATR 16/1199
ATR 20/7390
AIR 20/9320
‘AIR 20/9321
AIR 20/9322
AIR 20/999%4
PREM 11/855

I believe you have also asked about the number of sightings reported to us.
While sorting through our files, I discovered some old information relating to
the number of sightings reported to the MoD in previous years, and I have
attached a table detailing this information. Vhile there are still some years
that T do not have information for, I think this is more comprehensive than any
previous list we have produced.

I hope this information is helpful.
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NUMBERS OF UFO SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO THE MOD

1959 - 22 1976 - n/k
1960 - 31 1977 - n/k
1961 - 71 1978 - 750
1962 - 46 1979 - 550
1963 - 51 1980 - 350
1964 - 74 1981 - 600
1965 - 56 1982 - 250
1966 - 95 ’ 1983 - 390
1967 - 362 1984 - 214
1968 - 280 1985 - 177
1969 - 228 1986 -~ 120
1970 - 181 1987 - 150
1971 - 379 1988 - 397
1972 - 201 1989 - 258
1973 - n/k 1990 - 209
1974 ~ n/k 1991 - 117
1975 - n/k

Note 1 - Figures prior to 1959 not known

Note 2 - 96 sightings so far this year



E4)
- Froms - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

QCur reference

D/Sec(A8)12/3
: Date
’ 24 September 1992

You wrote to me some time ago about UF0 records, ‘and T indicated that prior to
1967 all UFO records were destroyed after five years. I have nov discovered
that a few files from the Fifties have survived, and are available for
examination by members of the public. They may be viewed at the Public Record
Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DV. The references of the
files are as follows:

ATR 16/1199
AIR 20/7390
AIR 20/9320
AIR 2079321
AIR 2079322
AIR 20/9994
PREM 11/855

I hope this information is helpful.

Yowrs §&myﬂu? )
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L ™ Krom: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a E%

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
. Date
’ 24 September 1992

p{"ﬁ/b" '

Vhen we met yesterday I promised to let you have a written note setting out the
Ministry of Defence’s position on UFOs. :

While the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has
not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Given this limited involvement with the subject, the Ministry of Defence has no
department vhich is appointed solely for the purpose of studying UFO reports,
nor are there any staff employed on the subject full time. The reports ve
receive, which are usually limited to very brief details of what was seen, are
passed to staff in departments concerned with the air defence of the United
Kingdom, vho examine them as part of their normal duties. I have attached a
copy of the form that we use to record details of a UFO sighting.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UFO phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. I am sure you will appreciate that
defence funds are fully committed to maintaining the security of the UK and
meeting our responsibilities to allies and dependents. Consequently, we could
not justify the use of defence funds on scientific investigations, unless a
threat to the security of the UK had been identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights or aircraft
seen from unusual angles, kites, helium balloons, weather balloons, unusual
cloud formations, satellites in orbit or satellite debrig entering the
atmosphere, ball lightning, fireballs and meteorites. Ve accept, however, that
there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open
mind on these.

I regret that the release of material from our files "en bloc" is not possible
because, as is the case with other government departments, all Ministry of
Defence files are subject to the public records act. As you are aware, this act
states that official files generally remain closed from public viewing for 30
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wyears aIlter the 1ast action nas been taken. However, we are able to answer
specific queries you may have about particular sightings which have occurred
recently, and can let you know whether we have a report on the incident, and if
~so0, what it contains. We can also ansver questions about specific types of
sightings, and can release examples of reports, although as is the case with any
report that we release, we will delete the name and address of -any witnesses.

We will always do our best to ansver any questions that people have about the
UFO phenomenon, and will endeavour to keep the national groups such as BUFORA
informed of-any interesting developments.

As I explained in my letter dated 27 July, it was generally the case that before
1967 all UFO files were routinely destroyed after five years, although I am
aware that a fev files from the Fifties have survived, and are available for
examination at the Public Record Office. The references of these files are as
follows:

AIR 16/1199
AIR 20/7390
ATR 20/9320
AIR 20/9321
AIR 20/9322
AIR 20/9994
PREM 11/855

Contrary to some of the allegations that are often circulated, there is no
question of our attempting to cover up any incident, silence witnesses, or in
any way obscure the truth about UFOs from the general public. Indeed, by
suggesting to witnesses or enthusiasts that they get in touch with the national
UFO groups, we are probably adding to the general level of interest in UFOs, and
bringing into the public domain sightings that would probably not otherwise have
been made public; not the activities of an organisation carrying out some sort
of cover-up! The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence that would
support the existence of alien life, or suggest that alien spacecraft have ever
visited the earth.

The only information we have on the alleged UFO sighting at Rendlesham Forest in
December 1980 is the report by Lt Col Charles Halt of the United States Air
Force. We are satisfied that the events descibed are of no defence
significance. .

The Ministry of Defence is not involved in any research or investigation into
the crop circle phenomenon, although we would refer people to the Centre for
Crop Circle Studies in the same way as we refer people to the national UFO
groups.

Ve discussed the general role and structure of the Ministry of Defence, and on
this point, I have obtained from our public relations section a booklet which
you will probably find very helpful. Although some of it is out of date, it
does contain a lot of useful information; the Statement on the Defence Estimates
1992 will be your best source for more up to date information.

I hope this helps is helpful, and has clarified our policy. Please let me know
if you have any further questions.

X’W” SIHWCCQ/’IIF/(
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o ‘Secretariat(Air Staff)2a E}j

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax) }

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date
24 September 1992

Thank you for your recent letter on the subject of UFOs.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate some reports of
UFO sightings, our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a
threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and
this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or
to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most

- of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs, or satellite debris entering the atmosphere. I accept, however, that
some sightings will defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Contrary to some of the strange stories that sometimes circulate among
ufologists, the Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence that would
support the existence of alien life, or suggest that alien spacecraft have ever
visited the earth. I would also like to assure you that there is no question of
our attempting to cover up any incident, silence witnesses, or in any way trying
to obscure the truth about UFOs from the general public.

I note vhat you have to say about religion, although you will appreciate that
this is not a matter for the Ministry of Defence.

I wish you luck with setting up your own UFO group; in doing this, you may wish
to liaise with some of the existing groups, to exchange ideas and seek advice.
If you wish to take up this suggestion, then I would suggest the following
societies:

British UFO Research Association

(A
&3
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. “Contact International (UK)

Tel no.

Quest International

e

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luék with your research.
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Secretariat(dir Staff)2a, Room-@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehalt London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
22 September 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 18 September on the subject of UFOs, and the
release of information.

Although, as you recognise, our interest is limited to possible defence
implications, we do try to be as open and as helpful as possible, and provide
assistance to the national UFO groups and to researchers when we can. We have
alvays said that if we are asked about a specific sighting, we can check if we
received a report that might tie in with what was seen. If we do have any such
reports, we will give out a copy, having deleted the name and address of the
witness in the usual way. When researchers ask us about sightings they are
investigating, we will always try and offer our own view - if we have one -
based on the details provided.

When anybody asks us about our policy on UFOs, or reports a sighting, we suggest
that they contact the national UFO groups. This means that these groups are
contacted by many people who would probably not otherwise have got in touch. As
a result, they are getting many UFO reports (and perhaps new members) that they
would otherwise not have got. I know that they are grateful for this.

As you are probably aware, we are bound by the public records act, and are not
able to release all the material from our files. . Hovever, we can let people
know, in general terms, what our files contain. Essentially, they contain two
things: firstly, letters such as yours, asking questions about the Government’s
views and policy on UFOs, and secondly, the actual UFO reports themselves.

These are far less exciting than most people would suppose; nearly all of the
sightings that have been reported to us relate to little more than a description
of a light or a shape in the sky. Of all the reports on the files we hold -
vhich go back to about 1985 - only five go further than this, and describe vwhat
ufologists might classify as a close encounter of the third or fourth kind.
These five reports have been released to the UFO groups, and I have attached
copies for you. I make no judgements on these reports, and leave researchers to
drav their own conclusions. As we have said before, we have no evidence that
would support the existence of alien life, or suggest that alien spacecraft have
ever visited the Earth.
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We will always do our best to ansver any other queries on policy or on specific
sightings, such as letting people know the number of UF0O reports submitted to
. the Ministry of Defence - 96 so far this year.

I have said that I will try to let the national UF0 groups knov about any
developménts, and I imagine that they would publish the details in their
magazines, to keep subscribers informed.

I hope this information is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

. ’ Yawri § fﬂCMC//7
/ /
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' ‘From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room g??

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
. {Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
21 September 1992

e

Thank you for your recent letter to the Prime Minister, on the subject of UFOs.
I have been asked to reply.

It may be useful if I began by explaining that while the Ministry of Defence
does receive and co-ordinate some reports of UF0 sightings, our only concern is
to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United
Kingdom. Unless vwe judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far,
we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have
been seen.

It is clear from the reports ve receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights or aircraft
seen from unusual angles, kites, helium balloons, veather balloons, unusual
cloud formations, satellites in orbit or satellite debris entering the
atmosphere, ball lightning, fireballs and meteorites.

I entirely accept your observation that most UFO reports are made by sensible
people, but we remain of the view that nearly all of these sightings relate to
explainable phenomena, such as the ones listed above. To give you a few
examples, many UFO reports were generated by an incident last December in which
an aircraft jettisoned fuel, which subsequently ignited. Earlier this year a
vave of sightings was generated vhen an airship flew over London, brightly
illuminated from the inside. I saw this myself, and can quite understand how,
vhen seen from a distance, this caused many people to report a bright
cigar-shaped UF0O over the city.

Ve do accept that there will always be some UFO sightings that defy explanation;,
and we have an open mind on these. Hovever, contrary to the stories that
sometimes circulate, the Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence to
support the existence of alien life, or to suggest that alien spacecraft have
landed on the earth. I would like to assure you that there is no question of
attempting to cover up any incident, nor are we trying in any way to obscure the
truth about UFOs from the general public. You mentioned evidence that has been
uncovered by researchers, but I am aware that some of the material that would
seem to support the more exotic UFO incidents is widely believed to have been
faked.
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+You mentioned the UFO sighting at Rendlesham Forest; the only information that
‘we have on this is the report by Lt Col Charles Halt of the United States Air
Force, but we are satisfied that the events descibed are of no defence
significance. I am aware of some of the rumours that circulate about this
incident, but have yet to see any evidence that would support them.

You asked vhether information on UFOs could be released from our files; the
release of material on the subject "en bloc" is not possible because, as is the
case with other government departments, all MoD files are subject to the public
records act. As you may be aware, this act states that official files generally
remain closed from public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been
taken. Having said this, I should say that our files contain little more than
letters - such as yours - asking about the Govermment’s policy on UFOs, and
actual UFO reports, which usually relate to little more than the sighting of a
light or a shape in the sky. There is certainly nothing on our files that
would, if released, cause any sort ef panic.

I hope this helps explain the Government’s position on UF0s.

YWS §i1v’\€6AW(zx |
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" “From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)?a, Roo” F3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

British Astronomical Association
Our reference

.. D/Sec(A8)12/3
Date
16 September 1992

I understand that you are investigating the reports of a fireball seen over the
UK on the night of Sunday 16 August.

I deal with reports of UFOs, and have taken a number of calls from people who
saw an object flash across the sky that night. These reports came from areas
such as Manchester, Wigan, St Helens, and various parts of North Wales, and I
explained that we believed the object to have been a fireball. On the
understanding that you were attempting to plot the course of the object over the
UK, to try and locate any part of it that fell to earth, I suggested to people
that they get in touch with the British Astronomical Association. I hope this
did result in some additional reports reaching you.

If you are not already in touch with the UFO societies, you may wish to contact

them, as I know they received many reports of this object The details of these
groups are as follows:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

rel no. IR
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*Quest International

I hope this~information is useful, and I wish you luck with your investigation.
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Meteor showers
caused flood
of UFO reports

' METEOR showers may have been responsxble
f’ior a flood of UFO reports across Wales yester«
da

e ——

U —

Reports of vmd lights and flashes come from all-

ovey the Pri uu,xpauty

An ambulanceman who saw a blue flashing light as he was
driving along a country road in the Dolgellau area late on
Sunday night thought he had turned on his emergency lights

by mistake.
The switchboard to BBC Radio Cymru s Hywe! Gwynfryn
{)ro ramme walsg j e unyleesa
erday mornin
houscholders tried to find < _ By Emyr Williams
out what had happened. Daily Post Correspondem

The Astronomy  Centre
based in Cambridge said the

most likely explanation was had seen green and orange

lights and said the sky had

reports

‘ AN INVESTIGATION began
yesterday to solve the mys-
tery of an unidentified flying
object spotted the length of
Wales on Sunday night..

Hundreds of people claim they
saw the blue ball of light in the
night skies as it travelied at an

¢ incredible speed in & rough line
- from Newport to Anglesey.

The sighﬁngs are being-
" examined - by~ the British
Astronomical Association, but
UFO investigators: belleve the
object was from outer space.

A farmer from manbrynmair :

 Powys, said the ball was 80 close-
that 1t wae “frio‘hhmma i

cause it was so bright and travel<"
ling so fast,” said Tomos Jones'
who watched the object, with his
Maldwyn Davies::.:

fire coming from the back of it.
| It seemed to be about the height

our house towards Dolgellau.”

“It took my “breath 3 away be.-

wife . Dorothy  and- neishbour;~

“It was & big blue ban with 8-

- of the beech trees and went over,
“There was & loud whoosmng“

meteor showers..
The: BBC. programme’s

hotline was permanently en-

gaged for:two hours, but

around 50 listeners suc-

ceeded in getting through to

the stadia in Cardiff to de-

scribe what many believed to

be an unidentified flying ob-
. ject that had lit up the sky
- at around 11pm on Sunday.

Thomas Jones, of Llanbyn--
mair, Powys, was outside his
home at the time saying
goodnight to a neighbour,
when he said he was startied
by a pure white flash. =

“I looked up into the! sky
and saw a bright blue ob:ect
as big as a little boat, with a
long streak of fire about.
twenty feet long coming:
fromit,” said Mr Jones..

“Tt wase ahount
above the ground and gave
off a loud whooshing noise.
Later on there was a distinct
smell in the axr, but f've no
idea what it was.”

In Shrewsbury, there was
a sighting of a “silver cas-
cade of mercury pouring out
of the sky.” ,
_ Other spottets sald they

CRo FAF Mz& - Fo

Ay hapf o

_ f ‘1 é;i i%ﬁfmﬂw.j ’%h»sfsm ,

been lit up for several
seconds.

A woman who was on the
telephone at the time said
the line went dead as the
lights passed over.

Morfudd Roberts, at
Uwchmynydd, near Aberda-
ron, was out in the garden at
the time, when she saw the
night sky lighting up as a
mysterious object flew over
the ninsula.

e RAF at Valley, Here-
ford and Brawdy, as well as
coastguards; co %ifniect that
the: lights were nothmg to do
with them. -

But a possible solution to
the mystery came later when
a spokesman at the Astrono-
my Centre in Cambridge said:
they believed the mystery ob~;

b wors mebone chnvsrmyen ¥
I wer MELEYT  SATWITS;

Thomas Jones, howeve
vas not convinced. He:
claimed that meteors usually’
fell to the ground, whereas
the object he saw on Sunday
night was flying over Mid
Wales and continued into the.
distance “just like some sort
i)f flymg object or a satel-
ite.

ofUFO

| m PATH of the UFO: .

noise and later on their was a dis:
tinet smell in the air.”

Former seaman Wyn: Lodwick
was travelling from Brecon i
Llandovery when he saw it.

“In all my years at sea I have
never seen-anything like- this
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Scxentlsts |
to study
UFO claims

FROM PAGE ONE

before. It was a blue ball flying
at aeroplane height with a tail
about half a mile long,” he said.
- “The whole valley became lit
up like daylight. It was quite
frightening.”

Catherine Povey was speaking
on the teiepnone wien sudaeniy
the sky turned blue. “As soon as
the sky lt up my phone went
dead,” said Ms Povey, from
Porthmadog.

Yesterday morning callers to
BBC Radio Cymru's - Hywel
Gwynfryn programme jamined
‘the switchboard as they at-
tempted to report sightings of
the object, most around 10.45pm.

But scientists believe that the

ball was a natural phenomenon.
Dr John Masason, co-ordinator of
the British PFireball Survey, is
investigating the sightings on
behalf of the BAS.
i “There are various types of
- meteorite which look like blue
. pear shaped objects with a va-
i pour trail behind them. But it is
impossible to say exactly what it
is until I have studied the re-
ports ” he said.
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nd before disappearing. - ‘the’ Firth of Clyde
A" fragment . ‘of the’ rock ~further north.
‘could .be lying ‘in someone’s ' He . said - the meteorite’s
back garden on the islands of . ° lummosnty was caused by the
Tiree,"Jura or Mull or, per- - .enormous energy it built ip
haps more likely, has plum “as it passed through the sky.
eted nto the sea, before . dxsappea;ring y from "
ecel :

belxeve that a ‘surviving piece
,j_:of the’ met onte
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' +  From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room £55

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehali London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
) D/Sec(AS)12/3
L - Date
. - 15 September 1992

Ve I

Thank you for your recent letter to the Prime Minister in which you asked for
some information about UFOs. I have been asked to reply.

Vhile the Ministry of Defence does receive some reports of UFO sightings, our
only concern is to find out if they pose a threat to the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities include aircraft lights or aircraft seen from unusual
angles, weather balloons, satellites in orbit or satellite debris entering the
atmosphere, ball lightning, fireballs and meteorites. I accept, however, that
there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open
mind on these. However, the Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence
to support the existence of alien life, or to suggest that alien spacecraft have
landed on the earth.

We do not release material from our files "en bloc", as our files are covered by
the public records act, and stay closed for 30 years. However, I have attached
a few examples of the sort of report we get, with the names and adresses of
witnesses deleted. As you can see, the details we get are often fairly vague,
describing lights or shapes in the sky, as opposed to "flying saucers". I have
also attached a document known as the Halt Report, which relates to a famous UFO
case from 1980. You will find much more information in the many books that have
been written on the subject; any big library or bookshop should have some.

Given your strong interest in the subject, you might like to contact some of the
UFO societies. I suggest the following groups:

British UFO Research Association
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Contact International (UK)

Finally, you asked what UFO reports’ the Americans are releasing. As you may
know, the USA have a Freedom of Information Act, and I am aware that they get
frequent requests for UF0 material. This is an ongoing process, but if you want

further details, I suggest you write to the US Embassy in London. The address
is 24 Grosvenor Square, London, W1A 1AE.

I hope this information is helpful, and I wish you luck with your hobby.
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Head of éingk(ﬁ¥§5

The attached letter which the Prime
Minister has received has been acknowledged by
10 Downing Street and has been forwarded to
this Department for official action.

a. No 10 ve passed

acti®nmasg wessée-fit An yau e asg
—L0 congider—whether rhere is “aaything.which
can 1lly be said to the correspondent

and to action accordingly.

or

b. No 10 have asked that a full reply
be sent and you should know that the
Prime Minister attaches importance to
such replies being sent expeditiously.

2. Unless specifically asked to do 80, there
is no need for you to Copy your replies to
this office.
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* " From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a £34

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE .
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

L D/Sec(AS)12/3
’ T Date

' 14 September 1992

Your report concerning the strange object that you and other witnesses saw in
the sky recently has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate
some reports of UFO sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not
they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that
they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs, or satellite debris entering the atmosphere. I accept, however, that
some sightings will defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the civilian UF0 organisations, who may be able

to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that they
may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)
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» » " Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roomm

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE .
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB "

Telephone ({Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

B Date
' 11 September 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 9 September in which you asked for copies of the
UF0 "close encounter" reports on our files. We have five reports that could be
classified as close encounters of the third or fourth kind, and I have attached
these as requested. As is usual vwhen we release UF0 reports, I have deleted
personal information relating to the vitnesses. The rest of the reports on our
files refer to little more than lights or shapes seen in the sky.

Vith regard to the UFO sighting over Keynsham, I am afraid that I am unable to
help; the telex to West Drayton would have come here, but our files are archived
regularly, and then sent to the Public Record Office at Kew, vhere they are
covered by the 30 year rule - remaining closed from public viewing for 30 years
after the last action. Essentially, the only accessible UFQ reports will be
those actually held in this office, and the earliest reports that we hold in
telex form date from 1986. Even then, we would need a fairly precise date in
order to release a sighting report. My only suggestion is that you try asking
one of the UFO societies for help, to see if they have any reports from
Reynsham during the period in question. I suggest the following groups:

British UFO Research Association

Tel no. EESTSIONE

Contact International (UK)
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I hope this information is helpful, and I wish you luck with your
investigations.
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Air Staff 2
Ministry of Defence
White Hall

London

9 September 1992

Dear Sir,

Please could you send me copies of the small number of UFO Close Encounter reports
that are contained in MOD files.

I undertake private research and details of the above would be very much appreciated.

During my Police Service in London I was furnished with information relating to a
UFO incident over my home town of Keynsham (near Bristol, Avon) believed to have
occurred in the early 1980s. A telex containing details of this incident (including
power failure over Keynsham and effects on cows in the area) was apparently sent to
an establishment in WestDrayton.

I have respected the source’s wishes for the above incident to remain confidential but
am obviously interested in obtaining further details if at all possible.

Yours faithfully,




¢ " 374
« ° From: _Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room-]

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ‘
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB -

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax) ‘ ‘

Your reference

Qur reference

. D/Sec(AS)12/3*

A Date
: 11 September 1992

i;%ﬁ%' IIIIIIIIIIIIII /

Thank you for your letter dated 5 September in which you asked for information
on UFO sightings in the Hereford area around September 1978. I am afraid that I
do not have any information on this, as our files are regularly archived and
sent to the Public Record Office, where they are covered by the 30 year rule,
which states that files generally remain closed from public viewing for 30 years
after the last action vas taken. Ve do have some statistical information on
this period, and I can tell you that during 1978 there were 750 UFO reports
submitted to the Ministry of Defence - the highest number of reports that we-
have on record for any one year. I have no details relating to the location or
nature of these sightings. g

You asked for details of two other cases; I do not have any information on the
Brighton case, which is not one that I have heard about. As I am sure you are
aware, the RAF Woodbridge case is well-known to ufologists, and BUFORA probably
have more information on this case than we do! For example, I am aware that
Jenny Randles wrote a book, entitled "Skycrash", about this case. All we have
is a copy of the report submitted by Lt Col Charles Halt, the deputy base
commander at RAF Woodbridge, and I have attached a copy of this report for you.

Good luck with your investigations.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS 81ST COMBAT SUPPURT GRCUP (USAEE)
APO NEW YORK 0775¢

Unexplained Lights R

RAF/CC

| 1. Early in the morning of 27 Dec 80 (approximate]y 0300L), two USAF

security police patrolmen saw dnusual lights outside the back gate at
RAF Woodbridge. Thinking an aircraft might have crashed or been nercJ,f«
down, they called for permission to go outside the gate to invest: igate. U7
The on-duty flight chief responded and allowed three patrelmen o pro-

ceed on foct. The individuals reported seeing a strange glowing UbJLCL

in the forest. The object was described as being metalic in appearance
and triangular in shape, approximately two to three meters acrpss the

base and approximately two meters high. It jlluminated the entire forest
with a white light. The object itself had a pulsing red light on top and
a bank(s) of blue lights underneath. The object was hovering or on legs.
As the patrolmen approached the object, it maneuvered through the trees
and disappeared. At this time the animals on a nearby farm went inlo a
frenzy. The object was briefly sighted approximately an hour later nezar
the back gate.

"9

2. The next day, three depressions 1 1/2" deep and 7" in diametzr were
found where the object had been sighted on the ground. The follcowing

night (29 Dec 80) the area was checked for radiation. Bota/qamu readings
of 0.1 millirocentgens were recorded with peak readings in the three de-
pressions and near the center of the triangle formed by the depressions.

A nearby tree had moderate (.05-.07) readings on the side of the tree
toward the depressions. g

3. Later in the night a red sun-like 1ight was seen through the trees.

It moved about and pulsed. At one point it appeared to throw off glowing
particles and then broke into five separate white objects and then dis-
appeared. Immediately thereafter, three star-like objects were noticed

in the sky, two objects to the north and one to the south, all of which
ware about 10° off the horizon. The objects moved rapidly in sharp angular
movements and displayed red, green and blue lights. The objects to the
north appeared.to be eltiptical through an 8-12 power lens. They then
turned to full circles. The objects. to the.north remained in the sky for

an hour or more. The object to the south was visible for two or three
hours and beamed down a stream of light from time to time. Numerous indivi-
duals, including the undérsigned, witnessed the aet1v1tles in paragraphs

2 and 3.

Wi

CHARLES 1. HALT, Lt Col, USAF
Deputy Base Conmander
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', T From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE .
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec{AS8)Y12/3
Date

9 September 1992

Your report concerning the strange lights that you saw in the sky recently has
been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat
to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this
has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs, or satellite debris entering the atmosphere. I accept, however, that
some sightings will defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be able
to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that they
may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)

©5
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uest International

I hope this is helpful.
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: From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room

€D

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(A8)12/3
Date

c ;} 4 September 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 31 August, in which you asked for my comments on
a UFO sighting that you are investigating, under your reference PHILCASE.075.

~

I have checked our own files but can confirm that we have not received any
reports that would tie in with what was seen.

While I am often able to suggest a possible explanation for UFO sightings, I am
afraid that nothing springs to mind on this occasion. Your best hope of
resolving this case would seem to be to find other witnesses to the sighting -

from the information given in Section D, Point 9 of the report I would assume
that what was seen was very large. :

Good luck with the investigation.

Ymi g :nzw0{7 )
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31-8-92

Our ref:_075

Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a,
M.0.D.,

Room

Main Building,

Whitehall,

London,

SW1A-2HB,

Dear Sir,

Re: enclosed UFO report [for your filel, referenced above and
submitted for your inspection and possible comment.

It would be most helpful to me if you could indicate
whether or not your office received any contemporaneous UFO
reports from the area in question.

0f course, it is taken as read that your jurisdiction vis-
a-vis the UF0 controversy is strictly confined within defence
parameters, but a simple 1listing of any incoming reports
received by your office would suffice in the pursuance of my
enquiries,

Looking forward to your anticipated response.

Yours faithfully,

T

Investiiatcri
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UFO SIGHTING QUESTIONNAIRE (STANDARD)

Interrupted TV Viewing

Uii?'9!!79'?!!'99'!!8!!!!!!19'1811l!I'!!Gﬂ!@ﬂ?!'!i‘!!!iIYI?CI'?

CASE SUMMARY TO BE FILLED IN BY THE INVESTIGATOR ONLY:-
BUFORA REFERENCE NUMBER:
INVESTIGATOR REFERENCE NUMBER: _.,075
INVESTIGATION COMPLETE: y/n/on-going: on-going

INVESTIGATOR(s) :_

CLASSIFICATION USING VALLEE SYSTEM (1990) [IF POSSIBLE]: FB2-
301

LOCATION(S) USING 0.S. GRID REFERENCE IF POSSIBLE:
OBSERVATION DATE(S): 17-7-92

OBSERVATION TIMES [GMT/BST/LOCAL] USING 24~HOUR SYSTEM: 20.55
bst

EVALUATOR(s):
EVALUATION: indeterminate

kR AR AR AN R R R AR IR AR AN EREARCEERRAARR AR AR AT LRSS R R ah iR d

THIS SECTION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE IS TO BE FILLED IN BY THE
WITNESS: ~

SECTION A - BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:-

# EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY PUBLICISED YOUR NAME THIS REPORT
WILL. BE TREATED IN CONFIDENCE BY BUFORA LID.

DATE OF BIRTH.: EESISIGIN
avoress: :

TELEPHONE NUMBER: not given

RECENT OCCUPATION: _

PROFESSIONAL, TECHNICAL OR ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS (IF ANY):

none
SPECIAL INTERESTS/HOBBIES: BRIl
WITNESS' SIGNATURE: _given_ _, TODAY'S DATE: 18-8-92



The British UFO Research Association (BUFORA) is
dedicated to the scientific study of the UFO phenomenon. All
BUFORA investigators are bound by a strict code of practice
which requires them to conduct all dinvestigations in a
professional manner and to respect the anonymity of the
witnesses.

A copy of the Code of Practice can be obtained on
request from BUFORA' office:-

BUFORA _Ltd.

BUFORA Ltd. is also registered wunder the Data
Protection Act - Registration Number: F0779204

I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE R EE NI 22 2 20 A N U U A AN AR A N A O R AR RO B B N AR AR

SECTION B: WRITTEN ACCOUNT

PLEASE WRITE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU (USE ADDITION
SHEETS IF NECESSARY):-

I was watching TV when I turned my head to look out of the
window which have net curtains only halfway up. Also, I was
wearing glasses so had a clear view of the moving object. I
first saw the circle & top part; both were outstanding & I
could see dark markings on the top. I got up quickly, stood in
front of the window for several seconds looking at it (the
object]. By then, it had moved & I saw the complete outline. It
looked so clear-cut & perfect & a privilege to see. Suddenly,
it took off (could have done a twirl?) as there was some
movement. I saw the whole thing completely & it reminded me of
a flying saucer that I had seen in an American science-fiction
film that was shown on TV a while ago. By now, it was moving
away, the sun shone through the clouds onto it; that's when I
saw the dark (black) marks & steel colour. Then it disappeared
into cloud a few seconds after an aeroplane appeared turning
left.

My sister was with me & saw my reaction.

$ess9VFECLTLIBYITREEEERCEERPS SR ERRERAEEEREYPESEOPREIUYEOERRRORETROERAT Y

SECTION C:0BJECT CHARACTERISTICS

1) Please complete the followimg:-
a) NUMBER OF OBJECT(S) SEEN: 1

b) COLOUR(S) ® " * steel & black

c) SOUND * = * none

BH

d) SHMELL ® * * none

en

%S



f) CLARITY(*) *~ " ® : clearly
g) BRIGHTNESS(+)" " ® : none

§ if other tham a point source of light.
* gsharpness of the object's outline.

+(IF ANY) COMPARED TO, STAR, MOON, TORCH, ARC-LAMP OR SUN ETIC.

PLEASE USE THIS SPACE TO MAKE A SKETCH OF THE OBJECT YOU SAW:-

N
l b
NW NE
< /
W * _E
/ >
SW SE
[ a
S

Imagine yourself in the
middie of this compass
dial. Write 'A' on the
on the dial where you
first saw the object, &
a 'B' where the object
was last seen.

SECTION D: THE PHYSTICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OBSERVATION
2) TIME WHEN THE OBJECT(S) WAS FIRST SEEN: 20.55
3) DURATION OF OBSERVATION (ESTIMATE IF UNSURE):-
DURATION MORE THAN: a few seconds
DURATION LESS THAN:
4) DATE OF OBSERVATION: 17-7-92

5) WHERE WERE YOU AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT? (NEAREST STREET,
DISTRICT & MAIN TOWN) at home

6) WHAT FIRST BROUGHT YOUR ATTENTION TO THE OBJECT(S) SEEN AND
WHERE WAS IT (THEY) LOCATED?: looking out of the window at sky

7) HOW DID THE OBJECT(S) DISAPPEAR FROM VIEW? : into a cloud

8) IF ESTIMATES ARE GIVEN IN QUESTIONS 2, 3 AND 5, HOW DID YOU
GAUGE THE TIME? (WATCH, CLOCK TOWER OR RADIO BEIC. ) clock

3 o1 6.
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9) BY HOLDING ONE OF THESE FAMILIAR ITEMS AT ARM'S LENGTH,
WHICH ONE, IN YOUR ESTIMATION, WOULD JUST COVER THE OBJECT(S)
YOU SAW (CIRCLE AS APPROPRIATE): pin-head, pea, 1lp piece, 2p
piece, golf-ball, tennis-ball, other : dinner plate

10) WAS THE OBJECT PHOTOGRAPHED, FILMED OR VIDEO RECORDED? (IF
YES, GIVE DETAILS): no

11) WERE THERE ANY OTHER WITNESSES TO THE OBJECT(S) YOU SAW?
(IF YES, GIVE NAMES,ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS WHERE
POSSIBLE): n - my sister was in the room with me and saw my
reaction, [but no] she did not see the object

§9F TSI FERETEIETE YOO e 0T TYS PO EIOLEITOEEYETEIITOTIOLEOETYIOEEOTTOEEYY

SECTION E: OTHER CHARACTERISTICS RELATING TO THE OBSERVATION

12) DID YOU, (OR OTHER WITNESSES PRESENT), OR THE SURROUNDING
ENVIRONMENT, SUFFER ANY PHYSICAL EFFECTS WHICH YOU CONSIDER TO
BE ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE OBJECT(S) SEEN? (IF YES, GIVE DETAILS):
Everything was blotted out for the next day or two

13) DID YQU EXPERIENCE ANY LACK OF AWARENESS OF THE PASSAGE OF
TIME ARQUND THE TIME OF THE OBSERVATION? (IF YES, DESCRIBE):
not given

14) IF YOU HAVE HAD ANY OTHER UNUSUAL EXPERIENCES IN YOUR LIFE,
PLEASE DESCRIBE THEM BRIEFLY HERE (YOU MAY FEEL UNABLE TO
DESCRIBE SUCH EVENTS HERE, IF SO, PLEASE INDICATE THAT THERE
ARE MATTERS YOU WISH TO DISCUSS 1IN A MEETING WITH AN
INVESTIGATOR): no reported life-history of E.S.P,

15) DID ANYTHING ‘ODD® OR 'OUT OF PLACE' OCCUR ARQUND THE TIME
OF THE OBSERVATION? (IF YES, DESCRIBE): when I looked out at
the garden, the trees looked untidy & needed to be levelled off
, also the wings & tail of aeroplane looked as though they
shouldn®t be there - I had a strong feeling of not wanting to
put the radio on, so I didn't

16) DID ANY OTHER WITNESSES EXPERIENCE ANYTHING IN RELATION TO
QUESTIONS 12, 13, 14 & 15? (IF YES, DESCRIBE): n - my sister
got up to have a look, but did not see anything - I did not
want to take my eyes off the object so did not explain to her
exactly where to look - also my glasses brought it nearer to me
- we both live in the same house.

te 8 e TP OR YT SIEREETETTFEY T VO TSOTOCEEY VST PV ITREETEYEETOYYS

SECTION E ~ PREVAILING WEATHER DURING OBSERVATION:-




CIRCLE ALL APPROPRIATE RESPONSE:-
i) CLARITY OF THE ATMOSPHERE: clear, hazy, foggy: clear

ii) CLOUD COVER: none, quarter, half, three-quarter, total:
not sure

iii) ATMOSPHERIC TEMPERATURE: freezing, cold, cool, mild, warm,
hot: warm

iv) PRECIPITATION: dry, rain, snow, hail, lightning, other:
dry

v) WIND STRENGTH: still, breeze, strong wind, gale-force: not
sure

vi) VISIBLE ASTRONOMICAL OBJECTS: stars, moon, Sun, Aurora
Borealis, shooting stars: sumn

=BND-
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Thank you for completing this questionnaire. Now please
return it to your local investigator.

If you require guidance in answering any of the
questions contained in this questionnaire, please contact your
investigator.

iy
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" From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za 164

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date ) iy

1 September 1992

Your report concerning the strange lights that vou and other witnesses saw in
the sky recently has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate
some reports of UFO sightings. Our sole concern is to establish wvhether or not
they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that
they do, and this has not been the case so far, ve do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify vhatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be’
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off clouds, ball lighting and
fireballs. I accept, however, that some sightings will defy explanation, and we
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be able
to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that they
may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UFO Research Association

- Tel no.

Contact International (UK)
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+, Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax}

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date/" .

/1 September 1992

Jee: |

Your report concerning the strange objects that you and other witnesses saw in
the sky on 20 August has been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our sole concern is to establish
whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
wve judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, ve do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, ve believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off ¢louds, ball lighting and
fireballs. I accept, hovever, that some sightings will defy explanation, and ve
have an open mind on these. :

You might like to contact one of the civilian UFO orgaﬁisations, vho may be able
to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that they
may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Recycled Paper
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Postscript to page 91 ... 5th August 1992, 9.30 pm. Probe/sphere.

Whilst watching the end of the television news programme, I
noticed a miniature probe/sphere, sizewise approx. 6 inches in
diameter, colour the sagne as mentioned on page 91, emerging from the
trees and passing west to east, travelling approx. 3 mph and roughly 15
feet or so above the surface of the lawn.

We had a cou}:ﬂe of children camping at the end of the lawn at the
time, and naturally kids being kids, I thought they were ‘Larkin” about’,
or if they weren’t, they could have been in danger, as the probe passed
over their tent. But after checking, all was quiet on ‘the Western Front’
which again goes to prove that whatever they are, they don’t take much
notice of us, (see page 91).

So what have we got on probes/spheres ... we've got a 5-footer
deflating into a 6-incher ... giving credence to my belief that they are
simply intelligently controlied £ mg ‘organic waste disposal units” or
‘crap containers’. They are ‘offloaded at the heads/sources of our
streams’ which will, down the stream’s course, cleanse and purify
whatever’s been dumped, and if the system is ‘overloaded’, the stream
is zapped by the blue beam mentioned on page 34 which knocks out all
those nasties’. Simple isn’t it? And they don’t pay water or household
rates. It's not fair is it?

Never overlool{ the obvious.
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© A - Froms _ Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room‘

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (DiréctDialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax}

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
27 August 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 25 August, on the subject of UF0s. You
mentioned a letter that you wrote on 20 February, and I checked to see whether I
had received it. I had, and in fact sent a reply on 25 February. This letter
has obviously gone astray somewhere along the line.

You asked how many sightings of UF0s were reported to the MoD durlng 1990 and
1991, The figures are 209 and 117 respectively.

With regard to the sighting over Anglesey on 3 February 1977, I am unable to
help. Although we are able to answer questions on specific sightings, we no
longer hold files for 1977, as cupboard space dictates that we have to archive
files frequently, for ultimate retention at the Public Record Office, where they
are covered by the 30 year rule. This means that the only available files are
those held in this office, and date from around 1985.

Perhaps you might try asking one of the UFO groups, in case they have this case
on their database, and are able to help. If you wish to take up this
suggestion, I suggest the following societies:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Diailing)
{Switchboard)
(Fax}

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

26 August 1992

Your report concerning the strange lights that you sav in the sky last night has
been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat
to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this
has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports ve receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris re-entering the
atomsphere, ball lighting, fireballs and meteorites. I accept, however, that
some sightings will defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the civilian UF0 organisations, who may be able
to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with others that they
may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as follows:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your referance

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

26 August 1992

four report concerning the light that you sav in the sky on the night of Sunday
16 August has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UF0 sightings.

If you have not already seen the media coverage of this, you may be interested
to know that hundreds of people reported having seen something similar, and
reports vere received from a wide range of areas, including Bristol, Wales, St
Helens, Manchester and Wigan. From the descriptions given, some sort of
fireball seems to be the most likely explanation.

The British Astronomical Association are trying to plot the course of the
fireball over the country, in an attempt to locate any fragment that came to
earth. Whilst most such objects would burn up in the atmosphere, there is a
chance - especially with a large object ~ that part of it would survive. The
British Astronomical Association will therefore be very keen to hear from you.
Their address is as follows:

I am also aware that the UFO societies received many calls on this, and they
will also be interested to hear from you. If you wish to contact them, the
details are as follows:

British UFQ Research Association
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. . _JFrom: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard) :
{Fax)

Your reference

Our refersnce
D/Sec(AS312/3
Oate
26 August 1992

Thank you for your recent letter to the Prime Minister on the subject of UFOs.
I have been asked to reply.

While the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO
sightings, our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has
not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights or aircraft
seen from unusual angles, kites, helium balloons, weather ballons, unusual cloud
formations, satellites in orbit or satellite debris re-entering the atomsphere,
ball lighting, fireballs and meteorites.

I would like to assure you that there is no question of our attempting

to debunk any incident, nor are we trying in any way to obscure the truth about
UFOs from the general public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any
positive evidence to support the existance of alien life, or to suggest that
alien spacecraft have landed on the earth.

Given your interest in this subject, you might like to contact some of the
civilian organisations currently engaged in study of the UFO phenomenon. They
are always keen to hear from enthusiasts, and will clearly have their own ideas
about the UFO phenomenon. I suggest the following societies:

British UFO Research Association
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. Contact International (UK)

Tel no.

Quest International
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Head of ,iﬁwi?<§ﬁ
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/ The attached letter which the Prime
Minister has received has been acknowledged by
10 Downing Street and has been forwarded to
this Department for official action.

a. No 10 have passed it to us for
action as welss it and you_are asked

e to ider whether t is“anyshing which
§ T canuseful’ sajid to the espo nt
1 “““Mﬁwgﬁg:zﬁtggéion accordingly.

or

b. No 10 have asked that a full reply
be sent and you should know that the
Prime Minister attaches importance to
such replies being sent expeditiously.

2. Unless specifically asked to do 80, there
is no need for you to Copy your replies to
this office.

for APS/Secrefary of
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o From: - Secretariat(air Staff)?a g

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE :
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Cur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
26 August 1992

Your report concerning the phenomenon in the sky that you witnessed on the night
of Friday 14 August has been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings.

From the description of what was seen, and from comparing this with other
reports that we have received, it seems most likely that what you saw was
powerful searchlights reflecting off clouds. This would give the impression of
circles of light moving rapidly around the sky. I understand that there was a
music festival in Victoria Park, Bath, over the weekend, and that the
searchlights were tested in the run-up to this.
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» - "From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za e

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

26 August 1992

D

Your report concerning the phenomenon in the sky that you witnessed on the night
of Friday 14 August has been passed to this office, as we receive and
co~ordinate some reports of UF0 sightings.

From the description of what was seen, and from comparing this with other
reports that we have received, it seems most likely that what you sav vas
powerful searchlights reflecting off clouds. This would give the impression of
circles of light moving rapidly around the sky. I understand that there was a
music festival in Victoria Park, Bath, over the weekend, and that the
searchlights were tested in the run-up to this.
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* . From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telepnone ({Direct Diailing)
{Switchboard)
{Fax}

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

24 August 1992

Iy
é‘_‘""
3

e

Thank you for your letter dated 18 August, in which you asked for some
information about UFQ sightings in the Southwest, especially in Somerset. You
mentioned having made a similar request about three months ago, but I am afraid
this must have gone astray, as it was not received here.

There is little that I can offer by way of assistance, because UF0O sightings are
not generally recorded by area, as our involvement in the subject is so limited.
Ve do not have the resources to undertake a comprehensive breakdown, but from a
very general attempt that I made to plot out the location of UFO sightings
reported to us over the past three years, I can say that about a dozen reports
per year were made from the Southwest, of which perhaps two or three have been
from Somerset.

I do not know how closely you work with the national UFO groups, but it might be
worth your asking BUFORA, Contact International and Quest International for some
assistance. In case you do not have the addresses, they are as follows:

British UFO Research Association

Tel no. SRS

Contact International (UK)

Racycied Paper
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DEPARTMENT:AIRSTAFF 2A
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING
WHITEHALL
LONDON
SW1A 2HB DATE;18/8/92

Dear
T am writinlg to you as i require information
for a research project that i am carrying out on behalf of MUF
ORA (the manchester ufo research association).
The project concern
s the mapping (or trying to)of the ufo phenomenon across the ¢
ounty from 1970 onwards.Me and a colleague have written before
(roughly 3 months ago) however we have (as yet) not received a
reply.I realize that your time must be pressing but i would be
very greatful if you could help with a specific area that we a
re having a little difficulty in finding cases for.

The area that
we are concerned with at present is the southwest particularly
the somerset area,we are having some difficulty in discovering
cases from this area particularly from the early 1970s.If you
can help in any way it would be a great help to myself and my
colleague in our quest in trying to at least find some kind of
pattern,or patterns to the phenomenon.

I have enclosed a stamped
addressed envelope for your convenience in the hope that this
may encourage a positive response,again thankyou for any time
you may take in helping me.

yours s
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From: -Secretariat(Air Staff)2a o f!}

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE .
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Tetephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

18 August 1992

Your report concerning the phenomenon in the sky that you vitnessed last Sunday
night has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports
of UFO sightings. I understand that you were not making a UFO report, and
believed the object to be either a satellite or a meteorite burning up as it
entered the atmosphere. You may be interested to hear that similar reports to
yours were made by many other people, from a wide range of areas, including St
Helens, Manchester, Wigan, and various parts of North Wales. From the
descriptions given, a meteorite or fireball does seem to be the most likely
explanation.

I know that the civilian UF0 organisations have taken many calls on this
phenomenon, and if you are interested, I am sure they will be keen to hear from
you. Given the descriptions that I have heard, I suspect that they may come to
the same conclusion as you about what was seen. If you wish to take up this
idea, then I suggest the following societies:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Quest International
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za o

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Diailing
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

18 August 1992

Your report concerning the strange lights in the sky that you witnessed last
Sunday night has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include such things as
aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, or airships illuminated from the
inside. One other possibility would be powerful searchlights reflecting off
clouds. These are used increasingly at outdoor events, and they do rotate in a
way that would seem to be consistent with what you saw.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who may
have some other ideas, and may be able to tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to take up this idea, then I suggest the
following societies:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Recycled Paper



4 Quest International

s

I hope this is helpful.
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Y, % From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a R -

i

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Diailing)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

QOur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

18 August 1992

~Your report concerning the strange lights in the sky that you witnessed last
Sunday night has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UF0 sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include such things as
aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, or airships illuminated from the
inside. One other possibility would be powerful searchlights reflecting off
clouds. These are used increasingly at outdoor events, and they do rotate in a
vay that would seem to be consistent with what you saw.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFQ organisations, who may
have some other ideas, and may be able to tie in your sighting with others that
they may have received. If you wish to take up this idea, then I suggest the
following societies:

British UF0 Research Association

- rel no- SR

Contact International (UK)
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o From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a : o tlg

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehalt London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling
(Switchboard)
(Fax) =~ .~

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date

17 August 1992

Your report concerning the strange light in the sky that you witnessed last
*night has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports
of UFO sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a
threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and
this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or

to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include such things as
fireballs, ball lightning, aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, or airships
illuminated from the inside. However, we accept that there will alvays be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to take up this idea, then I suggest the following
societies:

British UF0 Research Association

Contact International (UKR)
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'From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Teiephone (Direct Diailing)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

REESY Scclion 40
Lt Co Your referance

Assistant Air Attache
United States Embassy
24 Grosvenor Square
London D/Sec(AS)12/3
W1A 1AE Date

17 August 1992

Qur reference

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Our section receives details of Unidentified Flying Object (UFQ) sightings
within the UK, and also handle questions about the Government’s policy on this
subject.

I would be grateful if you would put me in touch with the appropriate
Department in the US that deals with this matter, as I hope to liaise with them
and exchange information on UFO sightings, policy and other related matters.

\ I
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T From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roomm ff‘;

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

QOur reference

D/Sec(AS5)12/3
Date

17 August 1992

When we spoke earlier today I promised to write to you, setting out the position
of the Ministry of Defence with regard to UF0Os, and detailing other related
information that you may find useful. Hopefully you will be able to draw upon
the information in this letter when making your documentary.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has
not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UFO phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to

be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be

found for most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft
lights or aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite
debris re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless avare, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the stories that circulate among ufologists, there is no
question of attempting to cover up any incidents, nor are we trying in any way
to obscure the truth about UFOs from the public. The Ministry of Defence does
not possess any evidence which supports the existance of alien life, or suggests
that extraterrestrial spacecraft have ever visited the earth.

The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloc",

because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from

&
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public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967

. all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although you may find a few at the

Public Record Office.

Ygu‘may be interested to know the numbers of UFO sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 ~ 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 - 209
1991 - 117

So far this year we have received around 70 sightings, although at least a dozen
Qf Fhese vere almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from the
_1n§1de - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I saw
thls_myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated ge orts of
a bright cigar-shaped UFO travelling slovly over London. I mention thig as ao
usefgl example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quit
exotic UFO report. T suspect that the more exotic "close encounter! re Zr%s ai
made to the UFO groups such as BUFORA, and as I mentioned, reports madepto us )
tend to be rather mundane. As promised, I have attached a couple of exampl
with the names and addresses of witnesses deleted. RS

As we discusse@, iF is worth noting that there are a lot of supposedly official
UFO documents in circulation that are turning out to be fakes.

§ hope Ehis isI?elpful, and I should like to wish you the best of luck with your
ocumentary. you require any further informati i
et A4 ion, please do not hesitate to
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British UFQ Research Association

The Hiunigery of Defsncse
SBecretariat {(Air Staff) 28
Boon

Hain Building
¥hitshall
London H¥ 14 ZHB
f.a.i,

T

Pate: 13th August 18992

Thank vou for your letters of 22Znd July and 27tk July zent 1o our
addrezs in Burgess Hill, thess have been forusarded on to me.
Could I ask wvouw 1o ssnd future corrvespondences w0 the above
addrens az it iz now our administration office.

I wanted 1o write to thank you for vour very helpfal letters and
the copies of the contact reports you forwarded. I wondered what
replies +the Hinistry of Defencs gives people writing thess kinds
of letters and if you can let me have abridgesd examples that
worid be useful. Thank you also for recommending such reporters
to ourselves, we 40 our best to meet the needs of such people as
far as i3 poasible.

Could vou let wes know why filez prior to 1987 ssre destroved: uag
this a specific instrucition velating to UFO filegs or a general
policy of the Hinistry at that tima?

There ars a nusbsy of JUESLIONS, mostly to do  with
adpipistration, that I would like to discuzs with youi: would i¢
be possible to contact Be &t the addressz, telephens npuanber oy fax
if vou would be agresable t¢ 2 meeting or perhaps a lunch.

Thanking you oncé again,

ed o chd wilh IIIIIIII
e fe g w B bl , sad
huwn o 73 éifémém W

19/%

Yours sincsrely,

7
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BUFORA LIMITED. Registered Office: Registered in London 1234924

Registered under the DATA PROTECTION ACT . ) Repgisiration Mumber FOT79204
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: :From: ‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)

(Fax) -

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date
11 August 1992

Your report concerning the strange ball of flame that you witnessed last week
has been passed to this office, as ve receive and co-ordinate some reports of
UFO sightings. Our sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a
threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and
this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or
to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include such things as
fireballs, flares, fireworks and ball lightning, although we accept that there
will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these. -

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFQ organisations, who may be
able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. I know that they will be particularly interested if there are
marks that would indicate that an object of some sort has landed. If you wish
to take up this idea, then I suggest the following societies:

earch Association

British UP

Contact International (UK)

ecycled Paper




PoarUMES L Liteliidilolldl

*

Again, if there is some sort of mark indicating where the object landed, the
Centre for Crop Circle Studies may well be interested. They can be contacted at
the following address:

I hope this is helpful.
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» From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)la H

‘ MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Buiiding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date :

7 August 1992

e

Your report of a strange object in the sky last night has been passed to this
office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our sole
concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the
United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so
far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify vhatever might
have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that ve see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or
aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off
low clouds, satellites, ball lightning, meteorites, or fireballs. I accept,
however, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to take up this idea, then I would suggest the
following societies: B

British UF0Q Research Assoéiation

Contact International (UK)

Tel no.

€9

Recycled Paper



- = Quest International

¢

I hope this is helpful.

TN ﬂw&%éj
Yours )




" From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)Za £il

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
6 August 1992

0 7 _
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Your report of a strange object in the sky three nights ago has been passed to

this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFQ sightings. Our

sole concern is to establish vhether or not they pose a threat to the security

of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the
case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever

might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or
aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off
low clouds, satellites, ball lightning, meteorites, or fireballs. I accept,
hovever, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UF0 organisations, who may be
able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to take up this suggestion, then may I suggest the
following societies:

British UF0 Research Association -

- Tel no. _

Contact International (UK)

€D
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7 Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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. - From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax) .

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
6 August 1992
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Your report of a strange object in the sky two nights ago has been passed to
this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our
sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security
of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the
case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever
might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or
aireraft lights seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off
low clouds, satellites, ball lightning, meteorites, or fireballs. I accept,
however, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation, and ve
have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting vith others that they may
have received. If you wish to take up this suggestion, then may I suggest the

- following societies:

. Ao
. "t ‘u[jﬂi
1

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

rel no. EEIIEGNN
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* 7, Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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. = From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roonm

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB
Telephone  (Direct Dialling|

{Switchboard}
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
5 August 1992
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Thank you for your letter dated 30 July concerning your research and theories on
the subject of UFOs. Your letter has been passed to this office as we receive

and co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings.

The role of the Ministry of Defence with regard to UFOs is very limited, but you
may wish to get in touch with the various UFO groups in this country who are

If you wish to take up
this idea I would suggest the following organisations:

dedicated to full investigation of the phenomenon.

Quest International

I hope this information is of use to you, and I wish you luck in your research.

British UFQ Research Association Contact International (UK)
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¥ % From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date
5 August 1992

l2€&¥‘ IIIIIIIIIIIIII/

Thank you for your letter dated 3 August. I am glad you found the information I
sent useful.

I would just like to reassure you that I did not circulate your book outside

this office, and any increase that you are seeing in the amount of military

flying is simply due to the generally higher level of flying undertaken during
the summer months.

Once again, good luck with your endeavours.

Xwﬂ 5[«(:&«&[?7 ;
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do have this completely unbelievable (as far as our knowledge is
concerned) scenario to work in. Where do they go for a holiday, if Earth
is their workplace. Well, one thing they do like is to be a set of voyeurs,
so when you are next sun-bathing in the buff (nude) and you think no-
one can see you, do not get up too abruptly, you might bump your head.

The only loosely termed evidence that scems to makeany sense at all
is where the local populations have seen their Giants or Gods ... beings,
well, as far as I can make out the average height of mankind in the good
old days scems to have been around four feet six inches (3,000-2,000
B.C.) so if they (or even us for that matter) ever came eyeball (o crotch
{or belly button) to one of these beings, I reckon we'd all have a healthy
respect for them, wouldn’t we? And call ‘em sir. :

If you would care to look into the ald few myths and legends re.
Babylonian, Greek, Equadorian and Peruvian to take but a few
examples, there seems to be a general trend for the “Escapades’ of the
‘Lads who are Off-Duty’ or have gone AWOL ... and that is, that, they
could be found, fighting like'Kilkenny Cats’, playing very competitive
‘games’, enjoying the ‘pleasures of the flesh’ and on the odd occasion
(dictionaries out) pederastically debauching their way around the
planet. Mind you the latter mentioned activity generally seemed to
incur the wrath of the “Boss’ who, taking a pretty dim view, sent in the
Military Police, or the equivalent, and had a ‘carve up’. (It must take
_about twice as long to dig a grave for an eight to ten footer as it doces for

a four to five.)

Mind. you, having a ‘carve up’ to sct an example for the local
population obviously didn’t work; we humans are pretty fast at
learning and if it's rcally naughty, we're going to revel in it Can’t get
enough of it can we?

Postscript to page 79 Mullucks - see also invisibility when overhead.

1 have read that in July 1851 in the San Francisco arca; May and
August 1869 in the Santa Clara and Los Nitos areas in California ...
March 1876 in Olympian Springs, Bath County, Kentucky, and as
recently as August 1968 north west of Sao Paulo, Brazil my Beasties
scem to have had ‘technical problems’, (Showers), Falls of Blood and
Tissue, that on “taste’ resembled rich Venison. (Explorers to Borneo at
the beginning of the century also tasted something like rich venison,
and that was of course ‘Long Pig’.) There was no other debns and the

days seemed to be sunny and clear.
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)lZa

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
5 August 1992

pﬁew -,

Your report of a strange object in the sky yesterday has been passed to this
office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UF0 sightings. Our sole
concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the
United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so
far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might
have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or
aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off
low clouds, ball lightning or fireballs. I accept, however, that there will
alvays be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who might
be able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to take up this suggestion, then may I suggest the
following societies:

British UFQ Research Association

: ternational (UK)

Tel no.
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I hope this is helpful.
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- = From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a £

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

o

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS8)12/3

Date
28 July 1992

Ve

Your report of a strange object in the sky last week has been passed to this
office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFQ sightings. Our sole
concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the
United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so
far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might
have been seen. :

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or
aircraft lights seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off
low clouds, ball lightning or fireballs. I accept, hovever, that there will
always be some sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on
these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who might
be able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. I note that you have taken a video of thisg object; very few UFO
sightings have been captured on video, and the UFO groups will be very
interested in seeing viewing your tape. Although our involvement in the subject
of UFOs is limited, and we could not devote time and resources to scientific
analysis of your video, we would be happy to have a look at it at some stage,
and tell you what we think. I suspect that the UFO organisations will be able
to arrange a full analysis, and you may wish to contact them in the first
instance. If you wish to take up this suggestion, then may I suggest the
following societies:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

&
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I hope this is helpful.
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From: -Secre tariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

QOur reference

D/Sec(AS8)12/3
Date

28 July 1992

Your report of some strange lights in the sky last veek has been passed to this
office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our sole
concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the
United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so
far, ve do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever might
have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights
seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off low clouds, ball
lightning or fireballs. I accept, however, that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UFO organisations, who might
be able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to do this, then may I suggest the following
societies:

British UFO Research Association Contact In

Quest International (UK)

ional (UK)

I hope this is helpful.
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

OQur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

28 July 1992

J
{ar

Your report of some strange objects in the sky last weekend has been passed to
this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some reports of UF0 sightings. Our
sole concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to the security
of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not been the
case so far, we do not attempt to investigate further, or to identify whatever
might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports that we see that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. The possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights
seen from unusual angles, lasers or searchlights reflecting off lov clouds, ball
lightning or fireballs. I accept, however, that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

You might like to contact one of the many civilian UF0 organisations, who might
be able to offer some advice, or tie in your sighting with others that they may
have received. If you wish to do this, then may I suggest the following
societies:

British UFO Research Association Contact International (UK)

Quest International (UK)

I hope this is helpful.

Ymg S;ac&4¢Z7 )
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Headquarters:

]
Founder President: Lord Clancarty. 1 Hon. Membership Secretar

& Secretariat
L3 Computer

Air staff 2a

Roaom

Ministry of Defence
vain Building

Whitehall

London N P

SW1A 2HB Wl BiSecfAs) 2l 27th July 1992
Bear Sir,

This is to confirm that permission is granted to give out

our telephone number and address as per your letter, regarding
UFQ sightings, etc.,

Many thanks.

Yours faithfully
CONTACT UK



E‘f/;
CENTRE FOR CROP CIRCLE STUDIES

IhkomTthuhﬂ?hd&ngon

27th July, 1992

Sec., AS.2(a), Room

Ministry of Defence,
Whitehall, London SW1

Dear

Many thanks for your telephone call on 10th July and for your letter of
13th July. The latter has only just reached me at my temporary address above,
where I shall be living until about the end of August.

CCCS will be delighted to act as a convenient point of reply to letters
reaching you from the public about crop circle sightings. As you say, this will
be valuable to us and, I hope, helpful to you in relieving you of a burden of
correspondence, (I have already received - and will be replying to ~ a letter
from the lady who had ’phoned you before you spoke to me).

As I mentioned to you, CCCS is currently engaged insa jointly funded
research programme with a North American team of scientists, based at Alton
Barnes. Preliminary results obtained last year suggest that measurable changes
occur in the soil and crops in genuine crop circle events. The purpose of this
year's research is to see whether these initial findings can be replicated by
more exacting tests and placed on a basis which will justify publication to
the wider scientific community in peer-reviewed journals.Most of the current
work has had to be funded by CCCS, its American counterpart, and private donors;
and this inevitably restricts the scope of the research programme. Welcome
help has, however, been offered on an informal basis by the Radiation Spectroscopy
Unit at Harwell Laboratories, the Physics Department at Glasgow University, and
several well qualified individuals in this country. In the United States the
University of Nevada and some other institutions and individuals are undertaking
a range of scientific tests of crop and soil samples and controls.

Since you wrote to me I have had an indication that MAFF and at least one of
its agencies is taking a scientific interest in the phenomenon, although earlier
approaches made by us to MAFF had suggested otherwise. We shall shortly be
informing them again of our research programme.

We and our North American colleagues have much work to do before results can
be confidently assessed; and we shall not be rushing to publish them until
suitable peer—-reviewing proves possible. It will, however, be CCCS®s continuing
policy to inform British government departments and agencies of any indications
that worthwhile scientific progress is being made. '

Many thanks again for writing. I will”keep in touch.

£ . { (Ralph Noyes)
H ,’;\- 4 R AV D b4
Kj?& A {}%ﬁ&“43'&% % Research Liaison, CCCS
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From: ” Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room oy

+2

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE J
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling) - S
- {Switchboard) ’
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date ;
27 July 1992

When I wrote to you on 20 July I undertook to let you have copies of the more
"exotic" UFO reports that we hold. I have now conducted a thorough search of
our files, going back to 1985, which is the earliest one that we hold. As I
indicated, nearly all the UFO reports that we have relate to little more than
lights or discs in the sky, or an ill-defined shape or object of some sort. I
have attached those reports I could find that go further than this. I have
deleted the names and addresses of witnesses, together with other personal
details. As I mentioned to you when you telephoned on Friday, I draw no firm
conclusions from this material, and remain open-minded as to what may have
prompted these five reports.

I have not included material relating to reports that are already in the public
domain, such as photocopied extracts from books such as "Above Top Secret".

My view is that any reports of alien entities or abductions are, for whatever
reason, made almost exclusively to UFO organisations rather than to us.
Needless to say, if I receive any such reports, I would encourage people to get
in touch with BUFORA, Quest International and Contact International.

I will let you know if I receive any close encounter repérts in the future.

I hope this material is of use to you.

YM? i {na‘/d} /
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From:-Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room-] 5’

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE .
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling
(Switchboard)
(Fax}

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

27 July 1992

Ve have had a number of recent enquiries about the contents of the UFO files
held by the Ministry of Defence, and I thought it would be useful if I put you
. in the picture on what we hold.

Our files are made up of UFO sighting reports, together with enquiries about
other aspects of the UFO phenomenon, and the position of the Ministry of
Defence. Virtually all of the UFO sighting reports we receive relate to lights
or discs in the sky, or various ill-defined shapes or objects. In my time here
I have not received a single report of any close encounter, but we have, in the
past, received a very small number of letters that might fall into the category
of a close encounter of the third or fourth kind. I recently had a request from
a researcher to release these reports. As we receive so few, and recognising
their value to researchers, I agreed that these reports could be released. I
also said that I would make this material available to those UFO groups that we
refer vitnesses and enthusiasts to, and I therefore attach this for your
information. As is usual when releasing UFO reports, I have deleted information
relating to the identity of the witnesses, together with other personal
information. I drav no conclusions from this material, and remain open-minded
as to what may have prompted these five reports. I have not included material
relating to reports that are already in the public domain, such as photocopied
extracts from books such as "Above Top Secret".

I will keep you informed about any such cases in the future, and - as usual -
will encourage any witness to get in touch with you. I remain of the opinion,
however, that reports of close encounters are more likely to be reported to
organisations such as yours than to us.

More generally, we are able to answer specific queries you may have about
particular sightings which have occurred recently, and can let you know vwhether
we have a report on the incident, and if so, what it contains. Ve will also do
our best to ansver any specific questions we are asked, and can also give
general information about our files, and what they contain. However, the files
that we hold only go back to 1985, with previous files having been "archived",
and sent to the Public Record Office. Because these files are covered by the
"30 year rule", and as, prior to 1967, UFO files were destroyed after five
years, files held in this office are likely to be the only accessible UF0O files
at present.

I hope this is helpful.

&3

Flacycled Paper
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From:‘ Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room' £

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ‘
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard) A
(Fax) .

British UFQ0 Research Association

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(A8)12/3
Date -

27 July 1992

peg,«r gir /M&ldm

We have had a number of recent enquiries about the contents of the UFO files
held by the Ministry of Defence, and I thought it would be useful if T put you
in the picture on what we hold.

Our files are made up of UFO sighting reports, together with engquiries about
other aspects of the UFO phenomenon, and the position of the Ministry of
Defence. Virtually all of the UFO sighting reports we receive relate to lights
or discs in the sky, or various ill-defined shapes or objects. 1In my time here
I have not received a single report of any close encounter, but we have, in the
past, received a very small number of letters that might fall into the category
of a close encounter of the third or fourth kind. I recently had a request from
a researcher to release these reports. As we receive so few, and recognising
their value to researchers, I agreed that these reports could be released. I
also said that I would make this material available to those UFO groups that we
refer witnesses and enthusiasts to, and I therefore attach this for your
information. As is usual vhen releasing UFO reports, I have deleted information
relating to the identity of the witnesses, together with other personal
information. I draw no conclusions from this material, and remain open-minded
as to what may have prompted these five reports. I have not included material
relating to reports that are already in the public domain, such as photocopied
extracts from books such as "Above Top Secret".

I will keep you informed about any such cases in the future, and - as usual -
will encourage any witness to get in touch with you. I remain of the opinion,
however, that reports of close encounters are more likely to be reported to
organisations such as yours than to us. N

More generally, ve are able to answer specific queries you may have about
particular sightings which have occurred recently, and can let you know whether
ve have a report on the incident, and if s0, vhat it contains. We will also do
our best to answer any specific questions we are asked, and can also give
general information about our files, and vhat they contain. However, the files
that we hold only go back to 1985, with previous files having been "archived",
and sent to the Public Record Office. Because these files are covered by the
"30 year rule", and as, prior to 1967, UFO files were destroyed after five
years, files held in this office are likely to be the only accessible UFO files
at present. ' o ' o

Ty foit 17“,0( ,

I hope this is helpful.
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r'rom:- Secretariat(Air Statt)Za, Room‘ £l

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling .
(Switchboard) Co ’
(Fax) . i »

Your reference

Contact International

Qur reference
D/Sec(A8)12/3

Date -

27 July 1992

VGM S;, /Mmm

We have had a number of recent enquiries about the contents of the UFO files
held by the Ministry of Defence, and I thought it would be useful if I put you
in the picture on what we hold.

Our files are made up of UFO sighting reports, together with enquiries about
other aspects of the UFO phenomenon, and the position of the Ministry of
Defence. Virtually all of the UFO sighting reports ve receive relate to lights
or discs in the sky, or various ill-defined shapes or objects. In my time here
I have not received a single report of any close encounter, but we have, in the
past, received a very small number of letters that might fall into the category
of a close encounter of the third or fourth kind. I recently had a request from
a researcher to release these reports. As we receive so fev, and recognising
their value to researchers, I agreed that these reports could be released. I
also said that I would make this material available to those UFO groups that we
refer witnesses and enthusiasts to, and I therefore attach this for your
information. As is usual vhen releasing UFO reports, I have deleted information
relating to the identity of the witnesses, together with other personal
information. I drav no conclusions from this material, and remain open-minded
as to what may have prompted these five reports. I have not included material
relating to reports that are already in the public domain, such as photocopied
extracts from books such as "Above Top Secret".

I will keep you informed about any such cases in the future, and - as usual -
will encourage any witness to get in touch with you. I remain of the opinion,
however, that reports of close encounters are more likely to be reported to
organisations such as yours than to us.

More generally, we are able to answer specific queries you may have about
particular sightings which have occurred recently, and can let you know whether
we have a report on the incident, and if so, what it contains. We will also do
our best to ansver any specific questions we are asked, and can also give
general information about our files, and what they contain. However, the files
that we hold only go back to 1985, with previous files having been "archived",
and sent to the Public Record Office. Because these files are covered by the
"30 year rule", and as, prior to 1967, UFO files were destroyed after five
years, files held in this office are likely to be the only accessible UFO files
at present. ' ' ' -

I hope this is helpful.
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