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Ysdsy

From:

Sent: 10 December 2002 16:45

To: DISSY; DI55B

Subject: FW: {House of Lords Debate on UFOs

Dear

Please see the attached note from advising that they have released the documents which found on
file DI55/108/15/1 part 32, suggests that the file should be annotated to show which papers have been
released. | am happy to do this if you are too busy. Thanks

---—-Original Messags--—-

From: ‘

Sent: in Decamber 2002 16:34

To:

Subject: - House of Lords Debate on UFOs

Teresa -
The documents on the House of Lords Debate on UFOs which you kindly found for the Code
request made by have now been released to him along with some ather documents
from one of our files. The Code says that when material is released, the file should be noted
accordingly. | would, therefore, be grateful if you could arrange for a note to be put on the Minute
side of the file (DI55/108/15/1 Part 32). | suggest something along the lines of the following;

Enclosures 1/1, 1/2, 1/3 and 1/4 from this file were released into the public domain on 9
December 2002 following a request made under the Code of Practice on Access to Government
Information by ] Names and
signatures of individuals were removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

Further details can be found on Directorate of Air Staff file D/DAS/64/3/11 - Part C - UFO
Persistent Correspondent -

Thanks again for your heip.




tOOSE MINUTE

D/Ds8/63/5
DPR{RAF)

Copy to:
DPF(RAF')
Ops(GE)2(RAF)
- DISS

UFOs - BUFORA REQUEST

Reference:

A. D/D3B/63/5 dated 30 Dec 82

1. In response to the reference you agreed to take part in the BUFORA
programme on UFOs subject to satisfactory briefing being provided.

2. I attach at Annex A background briefing setting out the MOD line on
UFOs. "~ 1 also attach Hansard extracts of two oral questions raised in the
House of Lords last year and additional @ and A briefing which may be of
assistance. : S

3. If you agree to participate in the interview it would be helpful to
obtain advance copies of the questions as proposed by 50 that detailed
responses could be prepared. :




ANNEX A
to D/DSB/63/5
dated {4 Jan 83

1. The sole interest of the Ministry of Defence in UFO reports is to
establish whether they reveal anything of defence interest (eg. intruding
aircraft). Reports are passed to operations staff who examine them as part
of their normal duties. There is no unit within the Ministry appointed
solely for the study of UFOs, and no staff are employed upon the subject on
a full-time basis.

2. The Ministry of Defence does not deny that there are strange things to
see in the sky. It believes, however, that there are adequate material
explanations for these - satellite debris re-entering the earth's atmosphere,
ball lightning, unusual cloud formations; meteorological balloons, aircraft
lights, aircraft at unusual angles etc. It certainly has no evidence that
alien spacecraft have landed on this planet. We are aware of independent
scientific studies into UFOs, notably the report produced by the University
of Colorado in 1969. This concluded that 90% of all UFO reports proved to
be plausibly related to ordinary phenomensz.

3. In response to demands for publication of UFO reports Viscount leng (in
the House of Lords on 7 April 1982) said that he saw no objection to these
reports being made public. We are therefore studying the best means of
publishing this material. Publication of the reports would help us to rebut
the notion that there is a MOD 'cover up' in resnect of UFOs.

4. The earliest UFQ reporfs retained by the Mlnlstry of Defence date back
to 1962. Prior to 1967, such reports, like other routine pavers, were
destroyed after five years. The decision to retain these reports instead of
destroying them was taken in response to increassing public interest in the
subject,




Q and A Drief

Q1. Why are UFO reports
referred to the Ministry of
Defence?

Q2. Why does not the
Government set up a proper
inter-departmental study of
UFQs?

Q3. Is it not time that

MOD recognised that many
people have a genuine
scientific interest in these
phenomena?

Ql. Why cannot the British
Government admit the existence
of UF0s like the French Minister
of Defence did in 19747

Q5. Have any of these
sightings ever been identified
as a hostile aircraft?

Q6. If UFOs do not
represent a threat, are not
the MOD's investigations
simply a waste of time and
money?

Q7. How many UFO'reports
remain unexplained?

A1. The Government is not interested

in the scientific significance of

these phenomena as such. The Ministry

of Defence examines UFO reports to determine
whether they could be aircraft illegally

in UK airspace.

A2. The Government does not consider
that there is any justification for

the expenditure of public money on such
a study. '

A3. The Ministry of Defence does not

doubt the genuineness of many people’'s
interest in UF0s. Its own interest,
however, is limited to the defence aspect.
It is not concerned with the scientific
significance, if any, of UFO sightings
and could not justify spending money

- voted by Parliament for defence on

matters which fall outside the defence
field. : '

A, The French Minister of Defence

did not say that UFOs were real. He
said that the phenomena were genuine
and reported by sensible people. At

no time did he say that they were real
in the sense of being alien space craft.

AS5. No

A6. Wo. The maintenance of the integrity
of UK air space requires that the Ministry
of Defence should be satisfied that any
unidentified flying object is not an
intruding aircraft. This is an

elementary precaution and one which tnkes
up very little staff time. No staff are
employed solely to examine UFQO reports.

A7. The Ministry of Defence does not
investigate reports to a point at which
a positive identification can be made.




A .
- British Cifizens:

House of Lords

7 Tersday, 4th March, 1982,

The House mat at three of the clock (Prayers having
becn rewd earlier ot the Jwdicind Sitting by e Lord
Bishop of Perby): The Lorn CHARCELLOR o e
Woolsack,

British Citizens: Overseas Suppleinents

Lord Hateh of Lushy: My Lords, T beg leave 1o ask
the first Question which siands in my name on the
Order Paper.

The Question was as follows:

To ask Her Majesty™s Government how many
British citizens received British Expatriates Supple-
mentation Scheme or Overseas Service Aid Scheme
supplements in 1979 and in 1931 and what further
changes are planned.

The Parliamentary Under-Seerefary of Sinte, Foreign
aud  Commonwealth  Gfiice (Lord Trelgarne): My
Lords, the average number of British citizens receiving
British Expatriates Supplementation Scheme or Qver-
scas Service Aid Scheme supplements in 1979 wis
4,083. "In 1981, the comparable figure was 2,975,
The numbers have faiien sicadily since 1970 and
reductions arc cxpected to continue at about 18 per
cent. per annwm over the next fow years.
in terins of service are planncd at the moment.

Lord Hateh of Lusby: My Lords, may 1 ask the noble
Lord the Minister whether he has read the Answer
given by lis coileague to a similar Question which 1
put in December?  The Answer, which T paraphrase,
was that the numbers had fallcn hecause local indi-
genons peeple had now become sufliciently trained fo
fake those positions. I the nable Lord has looked
since at these figuses, would he agree that this is not
an adequate answer and that this is a deliberate policy
by the Government to reduce the number of Briiich
citizens who are given supplements to work overscas?
Would the noble Lord Murther agree that this is causing
very great difticully to universitics, to technical colleges
and to a whole range of national activitics in the
Commonweaith? :

" Tord Trefgarne: No, T do not agree with that, my
Lords. T have indeed studicd the Answer which my
noble fricnd Lord Skelmersdale gave to the noble
Lord, Lord Huich of Lusby, at the end of last year,
The reasons which my noble friend then gave remain
correct.

Lord Hatch of Lushv: But swrely the figures which
have been piven this alternoon, il T heard correctly,
have reduced the number by about 25 per cent in two
years. [Dees this not entail a pgreat redection in
dritish influcnce all over the Commonwealth?  And
is the noble Lord aware that particuburly in universities
it is causing very great anxicty and difficulty over the
recreitivent of the requisite tramed siair?

HiL 15 M2

[4 MARCIL 1982 )

- 350 sightings; and in 1981, 600 sightings.

No changes -

Overseas Stupplemenls 1370

Lord Trefoarne: My Lords, the numbers have indead
declined, as I deseribed in the original Answer and as
was referred to at the time of ths carlicr Question at
the ond of fast year. But onc has to remember that
these schemes are operated in the closest consultation
with the various Governments concerned, and they
somctimes choose to use the aid funds for other
PUTPOSES,

Unidentified Flying Objects: Sightings

3.4 pm.

The Earl of Clancarty: My Lords, 1 beg leave to
ask the Question which stands in my name on the
Order Papcet.

The Question was as follows:

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many
reports have been reccived by the Ministry of
Defence on unidentificd flying objects (UFQOs) in
cach of the last four years, and what action has been
taken in cach case.

Viscount Long: My Lords, in 1978 there were 75
sightings; in 1979 there were 550 sightings; in 1980,
All UFFO
reports ure passed to operations stafl who examine
them solely for possible defence implications,

The Earl of Clancariv: My lords, while thanking
the noble Viscount for that Answer, may I ask him
whether or not it 1s a fact that over 2,000 aothenticated
UFO reports were published fast year in the natjonal
press?  IF so, were they accepted or passed on to the
Ministry of Defence?  And whal happened to them?

Visecount Long: My Lords, they did not all get to
the Ministry of Dcfence. T have just infermed your
Lordships of the numbers sighted.  If the noble Earl
is suspicious that the Ministry of Deflence is covering
un in any way, T can assure him that there is no reason
why we shouwld cover up the figures which he has
mientioned i they are true.  The sole intsrest of the
Ministry of Defence in UFO repons is 1o establish
whether they revea! anything of defence interest—for
example. 2 Russian airerafl or ao unidentificd zireraft
—whicl might have breached our securily systoms,
That is the sole reason why we are interested in the

©reports.

Lord \Wyane-Jones: My Lords, dees the Answer
aiven mean that since there has been a Conservative
Government the UFOs have done o U-turn and
deparfed?

Viscount Long: Wot according to my reading, my
Lords.

The Farl of Kimberley: My lLords, 55 my noble.
fricnd said (hat 660 UFOs had been oflivially seported
or acknoaledeed by the Ministry of Delence in 141,
may T ask hisn how many of those sightings s4l remain
unideniified and were not subject fo securily, or weic
Russian acroplines, or anyihing iike that?




yﬁ? 1 Unidentified #lying

2 4 - . R - ’

: tyowrount Lunz: My Lords, [ do not have thoss

finier, , They dh.lppbdlbd into llu. unknown Lelore
f'ot e,

I-- .m.:hn]ﬂr My Lords, may I ask the noblc
\’u)‘ st whether the present Government adhere to
the view of the previous Government which [ put
forvard when I replicd to the debate three years ago
in your Lordships’ House, that most of these so-called
sightings can be accounted for as natural phenomena?

Viscount Long: Yes, my Lords, they can be.  Many
of them arc accounted for in one way or another,
but nobody has got a really constructive answer for
all of them.

Lord Hill-Norton: My Lords, may 1 ask the noble
Viscount whether or not it is trug that all the sighting
reports received by the Ministry of Defence before
1962 wore destroyed beecause they were deemed * o
be of no interest™?  And if it is truc, who was it
who decided that they were of no interest?

Viscount Long: My Lords, my reply to the noble
and gallant Lord-—1 was wondering whether he was
gaing (o say that the Royal Navy had many times scen
the Loch Ness ntonsier—is that since 1967 all UTFQ
reports have been preserved.  Before that time, they
were generally destroyed alter five years,

Lord Paget of Northampton: My Lords, can the noble
Viscount tcll vs whether, out of these thousands of
"l"l‘tlﬂ"‘ ‘-'r'hl h he has uu,nuuub{{’ hors s Lecn w
smoln, one which suggested any menace to our defences?
I the circumstances, is not an awlul lot of tlm" being

watsted on this nonsense?

Yiscocuat Leng: My Lords, T think Her Majesty's
Government arc watting for an invitation from them
to discuss thesc preblems.

Mir. Anatoly Sheharansky: Representations

3.9 p.m.

Lord Renton: My Lords, 1 beg ]c:'uc to ask the
Question which stands in my namc on the Order
Paper.

The Question was as foltows:

To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they
are aware that Anatoly Sheharansky has for the past
15 months been undernourished, tortured and
frequently placed in punishment cells, and in October
1981 had his prison sentence increased by 3 years
for his refusal'to plead guilty to a charge 6f which
he has always maintained his innocence: and whether
they witl request the Soviet Government to slate
whether they intend to keep him in those uncivilised
conditions until he relents or dies.

Lord Trefgrne: My Lords, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment remain gravely conceracd about the plight of
Analaly Shcharansky and are disturbed by reconmt
reports of his il-treatment. We have raised this case

“with the Soviet authoritics on many occasions, both

[LORDS ]

" Objects: Sightings 1372

in direet bifateral contact and at ihe Madifa- ooy
mecting.  We shall continue to take a closs inlerest
in Mr. Shcharansky's case, and to make representations
as suitable opportunities atisc,

Lord Renton: My Lords, may I thank my noble
friend not only for that Answer but for the action
which he and. the Foreign Office have been and are
taking with regard to Sheharansky's plight?  May [
ask my noble friend whether or not the Sovict Govern-
ment’s Tailure, as shown by the treatment of Sheharan-
sky and others, to honour their Helsinki undertakings
diminishes their credibility in relation to all other
matters in which they say they are sccking agreement
and on which they would like 1o be believed ?

Lovd Trefgarne: T T may say so, my Lovds, my
noble friend has put his finger on the nub of the pro-
blent.  How can we believe what they say in negolia-
tions such as the IME ncgotiations, the MBER
negotiations as they are called in Vienna, or in any
other forem for that matter, when they do not do
what they said they would do at Helsinki in 19767

Lord Shinwell: My Lords, in view of the rumours,
which arc probably welt founded, that Mr, Brezhnev
is about 1o retire, could & message from your Lord-
ships” House be sent to him through the Soviot Embuassy
wishing him for the remainder of his life—and we hope
he has many years left yot— peilce and coalentment
and asking whether, as a gracious act upon his retire-
ment, he will ensure that \11, Shcharansky is treated as
u civiiised person 7

Lovd Trefearne: My Lords, T woukl certainty be will-
ing to send another message to the Soviet Union about
Mur. Sheharansky if | thought it would have any ¢ffect.
As to the fulure of Mr, Brezhnev, T Lelieve that that {s
a matter for them to decide for themselves.

Viscomt NMountgarret: My Lords, would it not heip
il the western nations ceased providing wheat (o the
Soviet Union, at a time when they are {inding them-
sefves short, until they ccase to carry out such inhuman
activities against individuals and sovercign States?

Lord Trefgarne: My Lords, the failure of the Sovict
agricultural industry is now plain for all te sce, but {
am not sure that the interests of the West are served

. by starving them out.

Lord Elwyn-Jones: My Lords, in view of the fuct
that the treatment of Sheharansky scems to Be n
serious violation of human rights, has the matter
bezn raised before the sub-commission on human’
rights at the United Nations?

Lord Trefearne: My Lords, I am not certain that
the matter has been raised before that particular boily
but certainly it has been raised before ail the others §
mentioned.  There could be a good oppertunily, for
doing us the noble and learned 1. nn[ sitgoosts,

Lord ,\\c hury: My Lords, is tne Minister nware that
Mr, Shcharaosky is o wvery distinguished computer
scientist? Wil he therefore consider a reduction in




CUFO Sichiing

House of Lords

Wedicsday, 7t Aprif, 1982,

The House met al eleven of the clock (Prayers having
been read earlier at the Judicia! Sitring by 1the Lord
Bishop of Portsmouth): The Lorpd CHANCELLOR on the
Woalsack.

UFO Sighting Reports: Security ..,‘f
The Earl of Cork 2nd Orrery: My Lords, T beg leave
to ask the Question which stands in my nante on tle
Order Paper.
The Question was as follows:

To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many of
the 2,250 sightings of UFQs reported 1o the Ministry
of Defence in the years 1978-81 were, and still are,
classificd for reasons of sceurity,

Viscount Loag: Nonc, my Lords,

The Earl of Cork and Orrery: My Lords. I thank my
noble kinsmun for that Answer. May I ask him twe
questions?. First, what did he mean when he said in
his Answer on, T think, 4th Muarch that reports of

sightings that were considered 1o be of interest to.

defence were in fact classitied?  Sccondly, what pro-
cedurcs may be open to individuals or oreanisationg
who would like to see the reports?

Viscount Long: My Lords, with regard to the latter
part of my noble friend’s supplementary question, there
is no reason why he should not come and sce the reports,
Not many of thein conie in beeause not many people
actually report sightings.  There is no cover up in that
respent. - As for the first part of my noble friend’s
supplementary question, 1 stick to what 1 said carlier.

The Farl of Kimherlex: My Lorvds, can my nobls
friend say why,.when 1 previously .15kcci a supple-
mentary question, he said thar the figures had got lost

on the way to the Minisiry, whereas today he says that

they arc there and available for anyone to sce? Can
he thercfore place them in the Library for all of us
1o see?

Viscount Long: My lords, I will look into that and
find out whether it is possible for your Lordships ta
sec tham. [ should like all of your Lordships to see
“them in the Library, if possible.

- Lovd Strabolgi: My Lords, may 1 ask the Govern-
ment whether they think (hat any of these UFQCs are
manned spacecriaft comine from a planet outside the
solar system, as is believed by the * ulologists 7
neble Lord

Viscount Long: My lords, the can

telieve thay; anyihing is possible.

Lord Shinwell: My Lords, do | enderstand that the
noble Viszount the Mpdster in kis t‘cph 1o the origind
Question toes not deny that UFGsexist?  Isit possible
w1 use the word “possible™ very carcfuliy, but

L2 K2

{7 APRIL 1982]

Reports: Security
deliberaiely-—that all the information is well-lnown
to the Ministry of Defence, but that for diplomatic
and other reasons it is not preparcd to wmake ap
announcemant ?

Viscount Lenzt No. my Lords, it is not prepared 10
make an announcement because i has not got the lacts
10 make an announcement with authority behind jt.

Lord Beswick: My Losds, the Question asks about
2,250 sightings. The noble Viscount says thal there are
very few sightings reported to the Ministry of Defence.,
Does that nican to say ibat the figure in the Question is
incorreet?

Yiscount Long: No, mvy Lords, i wns on the original
assuraption st there arc probably many sightings
that are not reported to the Ministry of Defence. That
is what T was really referving to. Therefore, at this
stage what we have said is that we have got.

Lord Beswick: My Lords, I should Jike 1o cléar up
that paint.  The Question refers to 2,230 sightings
“reporfed 7 to the Ministry of Pefence, The Question
1 was asked was, *“ 1s that figure correet, crnot? ™

Viscount Long: That is correet, my Lords, up to this
moment.,

Lord Wade: My Lords, may f ask which Ministry is
resnonsible fox UFQs?

Reports come into
anyone cin tule them

Viscouat Long: None, my Locds,
the Minisiry of Defence, and
from there,

Yiscount Si, Davids: My Lords, has anybody yet
found an empty beer can marked, “ Made in
Centaurus ', or auy similar object?  Uwtil they have,
will the Minislry deal with these matlers with very
consideritble scepticism, please?

Viscount Long: My Lords, T am not the Minister for
conservation, if it is a question of beer canz,

Lord Morsis: My Lords, if something is said o be
unidentified, how can it possibly be szid to exist?

Viscount Long: A very goed question, my Lovds.

Lord Leaiherlnnd: My Lords, can the Minisicer tell us
whether any of the unidentified flying objects are
viinisters who are flecing from the Cabinet just now ?

Viscoun! Long: No, my Lords.

The Farl of Clancarty: My Iu:ds may | ask the noblz
Viscount whether he is aware of a Ministry of Delence
dogument conecrning UFOs, whichwas pubhshed in the
July 1978 jzsue of o Jom:h,l calied Viewpoin
Furtherssie, he ie aware that wnder the g
“Contacts ™ there were fisted 18 naMCS, and
cach pume there was given the town whick was the
Jocation of the supposed occtyrence ? - There were alse
given ciitsilications srd o date and time refaiing toeach
mame,  1s the noble Vissount aware thel there wis

Apariies?




e i e a4

Home Forces:

[T11e EARL OF CLANCARTY.) :
tremendons distribution of the docwment to other
Government deparfnrents, and {o NCRAD and the
CIA? 1 should like to ask whether In this casc the
word ** condacts ™ means close encounters”?

Yiscount Loag: Yes, my Lords, T have
here, and it has nothing to do with (he Ministty of

efence.  1tis made up to look rather like a Christinas
nenuw.  Jts existence in the Mnistry of Defence has
been denied on television. Somcone else has made it
up.  1tis not a Ministry of Delence document—nol the
way it is made up, like a Christmas menu.

the document

11.7 a.m.

beg leave to ask
2 on the Order

Service Force, /the expansion of the Territori?
Army, and thZ new Teenager Training Scheme,

The Ear] 0 Avon: My Lords, a campaign to publicise
the Ynuth{ dventure Schwme is already in progress,

riate action to publicise the Home Scrwcc

ud appr ?
hand.

There are .heauy period Jcaccrm[mg

. 'J'I
of Kimberley: My Lords, may I thank my
or that Ansuu‘" I wonau \\llclhcx hc

aval Rc.scwc iN\being increased? Perhaps ,wc shal]
¢ in dire necd of them very shortly,  Can he perhaps
give some {irm figures for the Territorials?

The Earl 01' Avon: My ords, T undcmand that the
Royal Naval Reserve standdat 5,361 and /the Marines
at 1,059, and these figures \gre close /to the total
strengths.  The Tersitorial Arnly_has had some very
satisfactory recruiting figures sinco May 1979, They
have increased in strengih from 39, to 71,000,

Lord Moiloy: My Lords, can the nobleNzarl tell the
House whether there h:m, bzen any @me ments 1o
the Teenager Training Scheme, in brder to
those elemicnts that are redolent o!' industria
scription?

The Earl of Avon: My Lords, 59 far as 1 know, there
has been no amendment to 1hcfchcmc.

Lord Harmar-Nicholls; My /Londs, with regard (o
publicity, is my noble friend fnaking full use of tele-
vision, throvgh both advenising and news and
documeniary programmes; in crder 1o bring the
schemes 1o the attention of possible recrvits?

The Earl of Avon: My Lords, so fiar as the Youth
Adventure Scheme s concerned, 1 started only a week

{LORDS]

J

Recruitment Cantpaign

" ago, and whether it will require more or less publicity
will depend en how it js received.  With regard 1o the
Flome Service Foree, it is to be a pilet schieme, and no

ch publicity is envisaged at the moment,

Lord\Melloy: My Lords, is the noble Farl aware
that in s previous discussions on the Teenager
Tiaining Scleue it was pointed out that if a tecnager
did not accept the conditions, such as the £15 a week,

Ofcoursc,
This is the

and has né[hing to do with 1!1(: one lo whic
whicly, 1/am afraid, is wide ¢f the Question,

£
B‘irmlus. Wootion of Ablnger: My Lords, is not
teendger training scheme included in the nobk Earl’
Question ?

The Earl of Avon: No, my Lords. This is the Youth

’i’\dvumnc Scheme, which is a fortmight's scheme.

‘/Thls is not the scheme to which the nobk Lord, Lord
olloy, is referring.

ension Payments to Brifons Living
Abroad

11.10 a.m.

Lord Mack¥ of Benshie: My Lords, I beg leave to
ask the Questidg which stands in my name on the
Order Paper.

The Question was\gs follows:,

To ask Her Mapgty's Government why British
peitsioners who have\zpaid their full contribution
_during their lifetime biN are now living abroad do
not receive the increascs 1R, the pcns}on and why the

Government allow this to cytinuce,

The Parliamentary Under-Seeredgry of Siate. Denart-
ment of Herith and Social Seoprit (Lord T re"ﬂarnc)
My Lords, the gencral positios /rq that\ritish ponsioners
abroad receive their pcnsionz at the rife which was in
forcc when they left this/country, orN\it' they were
already abroad, at the l} ne when they izt quabiied,
Subsequent increases are payable only whyye this is
provided for cither undLr EEC regulations orf under a
bilateral agreement Jon social security bepween the
United Kingdom and another country. Jo pay
increases other than in these cases would cost about
2113 million a year, and we have no plans {0 do so.

4b NMiackie of Benshie: My Lords, 1 thank the

r fur that Answer, but is the renson et a listle
unjust 7 \J2oes hie not {l"lCLHHl it British poople have
paid the Money, they deserve to get the same ;\:n.x‘ion
wherever thiy are living?  Surcly it ix o Uil unjust
for the Govedamoent fo colicet this morey, which s

what they aic doing, simply beeause these poople live
abroud? ‘
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